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], to give the public a ſufficient rea- 


on for his appearing among the innume- | 
\  rable liſt of authours. Some men, out of- bo 


pr ew 


% 


Nl there are many, who with no other 
fions, than thoſe of want, are induced te 
addreſs 2 generous public for a. ſcanty 
pittance; and there are ſome very di 

p from either of the. above---I-menn'1 

7 | Who, FR Fd 
NN lit, attack, with! envenemed 1 - 
hoſe, who happen not to coincide with [= *, 
tchemin heir opinions. 
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becomes neceſſary to rin the reader 
| with the motive for my offering to the 
public the following obſervations on tithes. 
« The queſtion reſpecting tithes (fays a 
« late writer on that ſubject) deſerves a 
« fyller and more ſerious examination than 


it generally meets with. For it involves 
«. the rights of a large and reſpectable 
4 body of men, and relates to the proviſion 
a made for their conſtant maintenance. 
. Conſequently it ought not to be paſſed 
& over as ſuperficially, as if it were con- 


&« fined to one or two obſcure individuals; 


; I | 4 or reſpected an event which ſeldom has _ 
1 ſ : 40 happened, and will 3 ſeldom 
. | | « « Beſides, it is a queſtion in Alen the. 
28 cc gut of a great part of the commu- 


L nity is concerned; as ſo many people 
Y EIS « either 


- £4") VVV 


« either pay, or receive tithes: New t DL: 

cc is, the duty of every man to acquaint „ ml 
* himſelf with whatever relates to his: | 2 1 | 

« conduct, that he may know how tio Jl 

« a& on every occaſion with juſtice _ -. 

TY propriety. Hence it is the duty of a | 

8 clergyman to enquire, what right he 

« has to receive tithes ;---on the other ö 

« hand, it is the duty of the laity alſo, to 

70 enquire. how far they are bound to pay 

* tithes. ther reaſon why this que- 

« ſtion 1 to be carefully examined by 

0 individuals i is, becauſe it comes properlß 4 

before them as the judges by whom waz: 2] I 
« already determined it; but individuals / = 

© refuſe to abide. by its deciſions. They | 

* are therefore bound to examine/ t- 

55 roughly the queſtion, upon which th ö . it 5 | 

6e 905 undertaken to decide, ae to fee. 
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writeenon cithesllows;-alahid tans} chit”. 
they ave not due de jure diuint, hut only 
frum the las of theicountty;! The prin- 
cipal queſtions then eee ap- 
peat to be theſd : D aon? 
Firſt. Are tithes ee 
ture? 
| Secomdly. - Does ene hh * 
tithes injure tht community} by preventing 
thoſe improvements in ee ane ; 
would otherwiſe take place? PAS 
Thirdly. Is the burthen of eithes "ON 
great as to demand a commutation in 
Ns that the revenue for the clergy may 
be raiſed, by the means "the" ealielt to 
thoſe” who pay it? | 
Fburthly. If a eee dale. 
en — _ 4 Bete one en 
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 fermiped.1 is, whether. Akis ſeaſon be. 2 
Proper, one for the altatat 
But leſt in theſe Phileſophieal. times. 


any perſon ſhould | deny the right the 


clergy have to be ſupported, I ſhall, in as 
conciſe a manner as I can, examine the 
right the clergy have. to be maintained, 
both from ſcripture and the laws of the 
land. 1 ſhall next conſider the nature of 


{6 hides, and whether they are not in this | 


Auer 


kingdom oppreſſive to agriculture, 3 and | 


zit they are found to be i injurious \ to it. 


whether it does not affect the people at 


large. ; After having made a ſew remarks 
on the above, I ſhall make ſome obſer- 
; vations on thoſe plans for a commutation, / 

which have been before. preſented. to the 


public. Such then was the motive for 2 


— i thoughts on the ſubjeQ--- 
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CASE OF TITHES, . | 
n OMADPERSI oi | 


ON THE ORIGIN OF TITHES 
a — ; 328 1 82 F 38 T 


* 9 
* 


FTER the Almighty had formed the ' nn 
Earth, he commanded one day out 
ſeven, to be ſet apart for his peculiar ſervices - 4 
an inſtitution, (1) that has been wonderfully, 4 
preſerved, ever ſince the beginning of time: f 
and though prieſts were not appointed till ſome - — 
time after, yet it is to be obſerved, that of- . 
ferings were made to the Almighty, hy Cin | 
and Abel; and though there was no mainte- - | 


* 
d Is BY 7 FEY. os 3 
TY >, IS 0 * 
F "9 


(i) Though the Almighty crdained one panticnlat — 
to tithes, he left them under uo other obligation, hut har. * "3 
of a general duty to ſeparate and ſet apart out of che ſyb» | -—— 
ſtance which be had given them, that which may be ſuf. WT: 


ficient to ſupport and —— ä 
of us, Toy P. 3. IT» 8 122 | 2 683 , o 
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nance ordained for the Prieſts, yet we + find "that 
law written on the heart of man; for Abraham 
when returning from battle, offered the tenth 
of what he had to Melchizedeck the prieſt ;(2) 


and afterwards Jacob made a vow in which he 


promiſed to dedicate the tenth part of all his 


Increaſe to the Lord.(3) When the Jews be- 


came as one nation, tithes were admitted into 
their laws; for the Iſraelites were commanded, 
when they had reaped 1 their harveſt, not only 
to bring a ſheaf of their firſt fruits to the 
Lord, (4) but likewiſe to tithe all the increaſe of 


the ſeed, that the field bringeth forth, year by 
year; (5) and alſo that all the tithe of the 


land, whether of the ſeed of the land, or of the 
fruits of the tree, it is holy unto the Lord. (6) 
We find further, that when the Almighty 
appointed the Levites to be the prieſts, (7) (as 
they were then ordered to have no inheritance; 
in the land-) (8) all the LIVE offerings (9) of 


( 2) Geneſis, . xiv, 1 ver. 20. Hebrews chop vi, 
ver. a and 4. 4 1 
(3) Geneſis, chap. xxviii, ver. 22. 1 
(4) Exodus, chap. xxiii, ver. 19. „ 
(5) Deuteronomy, chap. xiv, ver. a2. 
(6) Leviticus, chap. xxvii, ver. 30606. 
4G) Numbers, chap. i, ver. 50. „ 
- (8) Numbers, chap. xviii, ver. 19, 20, 12 
(9) Ibid. It being not determined by Moſes of what quan- 
tity 


tz) 


the holy things, which the children of Iſrael 
did offer, were given to them and their ſeed for 
| ever, as well as all the © tenth of Iſrael for an 
inheritance for their ſervice.” However, when 
the lands were divided among the people of 
Iſrael, the prieſts had their portion allotted 
them as well as their tithes. (o) Tithes were 
likewiſe paid, ſaid Selden, by moſt nations: 
inſtances we have of this uſage among the 


Syrians, Phœnicians, Arabians, Ethiopians, 


Greeks, and Romans. Nay even during our 
Saviour's abode on earth, tithes were paid; for 
the Phariſee in his prayer boaſts of his having 
paid tithes of all he poſſeſſed.(1) And our 
Saviour, ſpeaking of the hypocrites paying 
tithes in ſmall matters at the ſame time neg- 


lecting the great and principal duties of 
Juſtice, Truth, and Charity, ſays, theſe ye 


ought to have done, and not to have left the 


others "andonet{s), In the firſt ages ot Chri- 


tity this . offering ſhould be, the Join anciently aflelled” 
it to be enough at the fiftieth part, but ſo that no neceſſity 
was, that every one ſhould pay ſo much. He chat paid a 
ſixtieth part, was diſcharged; and many of the better 


devotion offered a fortieth, &c. See Selden, chap. ii, 5. 12. 


(o) Ezekiel, chap. xly, ver, 1. Selden, chap. ini. \ 
(i) Luke, chap. XViii, ver. 12. 


(2) Ibid. chap. A, ver. 42. Our Saviour was then com-" 


menting on the Jewiſh Law-—Ye have a law commanding 
you to doit, | Bz 2 ſtianity, 
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ſtianity, we are informed, that che Apoſtles 


laboured with their own hands, but as we are 
told that they were more peculiarly inſpired, 


their time was not taken up, in ſtudying the 


Goſpel as is, or ought to be the caſe, with the 
preſent miniſters ; for when the Chriſtian teli- 
gion had taken root and had begun to ſpread, | 
the gift of ſpeaking in many tongues was taken 
away, and it became abſolutely neceſſary for 
them to ſet apart their time ſolely for the ſtudy of 
religion; therefore St. Paul perceiving that ſome 
men did, and foreſeeing they would deny the 
right, the Clergy have to be maintained, aſks 
ſeveral queſtions tending to confirm the right of 
maintenance, and ſays ©* Nevertheleſs we have 
not uſed this power, but ſuffer all things, leſt 
we ſhould hinder the Goſpel of Chriſt.?(g). 
„Though tithes are of à divine original,” 
ſays the learned Prideaux,** yet they are to be 
looked upon only as precedents with regard to” 
preſent exiſtence of them, and that there is no the 
divine law exiſting ; for though to the Jews it was 
of divine right, becauſe they had a divine law, 


ſtrictly requiring of them, yet this law not 


reaching us, and there being none other given 
either before the law, or ſince the law, obliging 


all mankind cherer, it muſt e ſays 


00 1 | Corinthians, chap, i ix. ver. 12. 


ve 


— 


A i 
* l 
©" © "BER 


t 3 3 | | D 

: he « that there is no ane en to lay ala 1 e _ 
this particular part, as that which is due of di- - = 
vine right, excluſive of all other means and 
re which may be made for this pus 
inftead of ing)? nh ee 
Under the Moſaic dif (penſion, fays' Bi 

ſhop Butler, © God himſelf aſſigned to the Oviets 
and Levites, tithes and other poſſeſſions :/ and in 
_ thoſe poſſeſſions they had a divine right, a pro- 
perty quite ſuperiour to all human laws, eccle- 
fiaſtical ' as well as civil. But every donation 
to the Chriſtian church is a human donation, 
and no more; and therefore cannot give a 
divine right but ſuch a right only, as muſt be 
ſubje& in common with all other property to the 
regulation of human laws.”(5), As to their | W 
original,“ ſays Blackſtone, * T will not put the 
title of the clergy to tithes upon any divine | = 
right; though ſuch a right certainly com- 
menced, and I believed as certainly ceaſed witk 1 9 
the Jewiſh theocriſy. Yet an honourable and 4 
competent maintenance for the miniſter of the 3 
| goſpel is undoubtedly jure divino, whatever the 
particular mode of that maintenance may hes. 
For beſides the poſitive precepts of the N 
Teſtament, natural reaſon will tell; us, that an 4 | 


(4) Prideaux on tithes, chap. ü, p. 25. \ 2 
( 5) Wenn letter of Biſhop Butler, tithes indefevüble. 


. 71 B 3 | order 
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663 
order of men, who are ſeparated from the 
world and excluded from other lucrative pro- 
feſſions for the ſake of the reſt of mankind, have 

a right to be furniſhed with the neceſſaries, 
conveniences, and moderate enjoyments of life, 
at their expence for wWhoſe benefit they mg 


fp * 


the uſual means of providing them TO) 5 et! 

Tuo reflections may be drawn from the fores 
going: Firſt - that though it is evident tithes 
were paid from almoſt the beginning of the 
world, and almoſt by all nations, to and during 


our Saviour's abode on the earth, yet it is 
likewiſe as certain, that after his death, they 
were not paid to the Apoſtles, as they were 


heretofore to the prieſts of the Jews; neither did 4 


our Saviour leave any expreſs command, that | 


they ſhould be continued in the ſame nem 
that made uſe of by the c). 
Secondly That though it is Fai hin whe 
has been ſaid, that the firſt mention which is 
made of tithes, is by way of offerihgs only, yet 
it evidently was the intention of the Governor of 
the Univerſe, by tithes being admitted into the 


Levitical code, (and ſurely it is the ſame now)» 


that they who officiated, and belonged to the 


ſanctuary, ſhould be kept by the e. 17 * — 


(6) Blackſtone D Com, vol. i ü, p. 35." a 
CHAPTER 


A 


ccHAPTER 11, oo 


ON THE LAW OF TITHES!' 


AVING ſhewn in the laſt chapter, that 


tithes were of a divine original, and that 


the Clergy have a right to be maintained; I 
ſhall now proceed to ſhow that tithes are due 
* the laws of the land, in which we reſide. 
It is not my intention to enter minutely into 
the various kinds of things that pay tithes, 
though perhaps it may be here neceſſary to give 
the general diviſion of them. Tithes are di- 


vided into three kinds, Prædial, Mixt, and 


Perſonal. Prædial tithes, are ſuch as ariſe 
merely and immediately from the ground, - as 


grain of all ſorts, hay, wood, fruits and herbs; 


for a piece of land, or ground, being called in 


Latin predium, whether it be arable,” meadow, . 


or paſture, the fruit or produce thereof is called 


- a prædial tithe, —Mixt tithes, are thoſe,: which 
ariſe not immediately from the ground, but 
from things immediately nouriſhed- from he 


ground, as by means of goods depaſtured thete - 
8 or otherwiſe nouriſhed with the we 
| Bg 7 45 qhetndh, 
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thereof, as colts, calves, lambs, chickens, milk, 
cheeſe, and eggs.—Perſonal tithes, are ſuch 
profits as do ariſe by the honeſt Fs and 
induſtry of man, employing himſelf. in ſome 
perſonal work, artifice, or negociation; ſuch . 
as buying, ſelling, merchandizing, fiſhing; fowl- 
ing, hunting; following any trade, as carpenters 
ſmith, or butcher, &c. being the tenth part of 
the clear gains, after charges deducted. (o) 

We are told, that what was paid to the 
church for ſeveral of the firſt ages after Chriſt, 
was all brought to them by way of offerings, 
and there were made either at the altar, or at 
the collections, either weekly or monthly, or 
elſe oecaſionally, according to the ability of 1 
Chriſtians, which offerings were diſpoſed of. in 
ſupport of the clergy, of the widows and 
therleſs, and other poor Chriſtians. (1 
„ was no other power to enforce the duty, but 1 
* that of eccleſiaſtical canons, both the ſetting 
„out of tithes, as well as the payment of 
them, was ſolely; left to the conſeiences of 
© men, and if they deſpiſed the doctrines of 
their religion, and the laws of the Church, 
there was nothing elſe to oblige them thereto. 
* Fe or hitherto howmuchſoever tithes were 


" to) Witſon, ys li, p- 861. Se all bo Belo 


(i) Selden, N ir, Þ 36. 


— 2 


« bl 


('*$ 7 


wy! © taught to be due to the church, b 
« had no civil property in them, or was there V. 
any law eſtabliſhed by the civil authority in - 2 2 0p 
« any part of Chriſtendom, till the eighth | 
«* century, for the payment of them. And. | 
* therefore, till then, the church no otherwiſe | 
1 claimed them than as offerings, which were vo- 
luntary to r e. and voluntary given 2 | 
by the people, There were, indeed, cenſures 
and anathenfis: denounced againſt ſuch as 5 
« ſhould — to diſcharge themſelves here- 4 
« in as they ought; but as wickedneſs in- 
«creaſed theſe became deſpiſed alſo, and wholly 
e incapable of being put in execution, and | 1 
« conſequently theſe dues in many places be- 9 
et came very lamely paid. and in n _—_ TT 


46 omitted 04) Mp Tn . 3 
The firſt mention of dies; Win written 4. = 

Evglit law, fays Blackſtone, is in-a-ſynodical | -., 

decree, or canon of the year 786 (J), which + ft} 23 


| although it ſtrongly enjoined the payment of 
tithes in general, way not obey on the 5 


.- (2) Prideaux, chap, 1 p. 59. 5 1 
(3) Charlemagne eſtabliſhed * payment of dia" 1 5 — 54 
France, about the year 778, (a few years earlier than they 
were here,) and made that famous diviſion of them into | # 
four parts ; one to:maintain the edifice! of the church; the. 113 
ſecond, the ſupport of the poor; the third, the biſhop ; and 
the fourth, the parochial elergy. | Blackſtone, vol. ii, . 
Ws Pe 25. . Na. WEST , 
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laity (4). Afterwards, about the. year 2945 
OM, king of Mercia, (the moſt potent of all 
the Saxon kings of this time in this iſland) 
made a law, whereby he gave unto the church 
the tithes of all his kingdom, which the hiſto. 
- rians tell us, was done to expiate for the death 
of Ethelbert, king of the Eaſt Angles (5), 
whom, in the year preceding, he had baſely 
cauſed to be murdered on his coming to his 
court to marry his daughter, and whoſe king- 
dom he had ſeized, Offa's conſcience accuſed 


of Him of the horrid crime: a journey to Rome 
. was thought neceflary to obtain the popes 
* pardon. The pope granted him a pardon, on 
4 condition he would be liberal to the cler 
5 To attone for this black deed, Offa gave to t 2 
. church the tithes of his whole kingdom. This 
'Þ law of - Offa was that which firſt gave the 
1 church a civil right i in them, .in this land, by 
1 way of property and inheritance, and enabled 
A the clergy to gather, and recover them as their | 
2 ; Jegal due, by the coercion of the civil power= 
* yet this eſtabliſhment of Offa reached no fur- 
44 ; ther than to the kingdom of Mercia (6), 'over 
* . | | (4) Blackſtone, vol. ii, p. 25, octavo edition. 2 
2x (5) Prideaux, chap. iv, p. 102, 103. 
„ - (6) Mercia was founded in 582, and ended i in 897, ng | 
"= N the following counties; . h 
1 Glouceſter, Hereford, Worceſter, . WO 
4 5 Warwick, Leiceſter. Kotland, „ 
dj Nias North · * 
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„ 
which Offa reigned, until Etheluulph, about 
ſixty years afterwards, enlarged it for the whole 


realm of England (j). About the middle of 


the ſeventh century, the dioceſe of Canterbury 


was divided into pariſhes, and a clergyman, was | 


appointed to reſide in each pariſh. Before. this 
time the clergy lived in the houſes of biſhops, 


or in houſes of their own, and travelled into 
diſtant parts of the country, for the purpoſe of 


preaching the goſpel and adminiſtering the ſa- 
craments. But a regular proviſion was now 
made for the clergy in all the kingdoms of the 


\ heptarchy, by the impoſition of a tax or kirk- 
ſhot upon every village; and rich men were 
encouraged to build churches on their own 


demeſnes, and they and their ſucceſſors were 
declared the patrons of them. (8) 


Until the eighth century, the Engliſh clergy | 


were ſupported by the produce of the Jands, 
which had been given to the church by kings 
and other great men, by a tax of one Saxon 
penny on. every houſe of a certain rent. 1 


Northampton, | * Lincoln, Rae Huntingdon, | ' * 
Gr Buckingham, Oxford, N 
Stafford, af Derby, Z YUP Salop, 1 3, UE'S 


Nottingham, - | Cheſter, and _ Part of Hertford. . 


(7) Prideaux, chap. iv, p. 103. On alſo gave to the 1 


church of Rome, the tax called Peter-pence, a tax of one 


penny yearly on every family in his dominions. \ 
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the voluntary oblations of the people. Theſe 
funds, in times of plenty and tranquinity, were 
abundantly fafficient, But there is no doubt 
the clergy in England, as well as in other 
countries, began before this period to elaim 
the zenth of the poſſeſſions of the laity, as the 
proportion fixed by the Levitical law, for the 
fupport of the miniſters of religion. A long 
time, however, and many laws, both of church 
and ſtate, were found neceſſary, in order to 
make the claim effectual. (g) At the firſt eſta- 
bliſhment of the parochial clergy, the tithes of 
the pariſh were diſtributed in a four-fold divi- 
ſion, one for the uſe of the biſhop, another for 
maintaining the fabric of the church, a third 
for the poor, and the fourth to provide for the 
' incumbent. When the ſees of the -brſhops be- 
came ' otherwiſe 'amply endowed,” the biſhops 
were prohibited from demanding their uſual 
ſhare of theſe tithes, and the diviſion was into 
three parts only (oꝰ)7 r. . 

Auſtin the monk deſiring * a0 iceof pope 
Gregory, with regard to the manner in which 
he ſhould c ce of the gifts and offerings of 
Chriſtians Gregory anſwered, that it was the 
cuſtom of the church to divide them into four 
parts; to give one to the Mihop, another to 


(9) Henry's Hiſtory of England. . 2 ary r poo 4 | 21 = | 


0 TUNES: Comment. vol. i, p W 


the 


E 
the 3 a third to the Poor, and to appro- 


priate a fourth to the repairs of the church. (1) 


An ancient canon, aſcribed to Egbert, arch- 
biſnop of York, who lived in the eighth cen- 


tury, directs that tithes ſhall be divided into 


three parts; one for the repairs of the churc 
one for the poor, and another for the. clergy, 
and that diſtribution ſhall be made of them, 


& coram teftibus,” before witneſſes, This cau- 


tion was prudently adopted, ſays a late writer, 
leſt the clergy, through whoſe © hands they 


paſſed, ſhould apply too large a proportion of 


them to their. own uſe. (2) The prieſts them- 
ſelves may receive the tithes from the people, 
and record in writing, the names of thoſe who 
give and divide them in the preſence of wit- 
neſſes, according to canonical authority, and 
let them take the firſt patt for the ornament of 


the church, and diſtribute the ſecond witk their 


own hands, compaſſionately and humbly for 


the uſe of the poor, and the ſtrangers, | The 
third part the prieſts may reſerve. for thew- 
ſelven.£ (3). Aud om maſs laws. of, Oy 


uf 
ce 1 e eee 


# 


% 


(3) Extrafted from av aocient  collefion of canons, write | 


ten about the time of Henry I. and copied from Ruggles' 2 


Police, &c. of the Poor, i in Annals of e vol. | ag 
p- 57. vl os | 5 
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| and ſeveral other laws which might be quoted, tl 

ſays the above author, there is no doubt it. was ſi 

5 long the cuſtom to divide tithes into three 4 

8 - parts, after the more ancient practice of di- 5 

f viding them into four parts had ceaſed. (4) In 5 

| the eighth century, ſuperſtition made greater 4 

5 progreſs than at any former period. Many « 

| monaſteries were built in ſeveral parts of Eng- 40 

land, and people of all ſorts flocked into them. ct 

With the abject credulity of the laity, increaſed 6. 

the knavery and rapacity of the clergy ; and it cc 

appears from the canons of a general council « 
| | held under the Pope's legates, it was now boldiy 4 
{ aſſerted that a tenth of all the poſſeſſions. of the 60 
laity were due to the clergy jure divino. (5) ; « 
1 Ignorance, ſays Gregory, is the true and * 

i | genuine parent of vice; and in an age ſo un- cc 
1 favourable to knowledge and virtue, we muſt 4 
Ek not expect to find even the clergy exempt frame 06 
| | | The revenues of every church, and the oblations are to 5 | 
i f de divided into four portions; one for the biſhops, a ſecond 1 
4 | for the clergy, a third for the poor, and a foutth for ths. or : 
ö ; fabric of the church; and let the good repairs of the ſacred of | 
4 | buildings demonſtrate the . biſhop's care of them ; and let | 4 
1 witneſſes of the beſt credit teſtify his faithfulneſs in giving to e 

| the poor their portion.. Decree of Grryſas, es of Rome, 3 
5 | | anno 492. 2 It | 
N | 6 Tithes :ndefendble, p. 17. e ee TOS | NY 
(5) Ibid, p. 22. 1 A 


that ” 


( is ) 


that depravity which contamighted all claſſes of 
ſociety, luxury pervaded the ſacerdotal order, 
and the flagitious conduct of the prieſts and 
monks called for repeated reſtrictions. (5 

« Theeccleſiaſtics in thoſe days of . 
* (ſays Hume), made rapid advances in the 
« acquiſition of power and grandeur. They 
« inculcated the moſt abſurd, and molt in- 
ct tereſted doctrines, to which they found no 
2 oppolition in the reaſon and underſtanding 
« of the laity. Not content with the donations 
of land made them by Saxon princes and 
* nobles, and with temporary oblations from 
& the devotion of the people, they claimed a 
«© vaſt revenue as belonging to them by a. 
* ſacred and indefeaſible title. However little 
* verſed in the Scriptures, they had been able 
6 to diſcover, that under the ' Jewiſh law, 4 
e tenth of all the produce of land was r 
« on the prieſthood; and forgetting what they 
e themſclves caught, that the moral part only 
of that law was obligatory on Chon 
« they inſiſted that this donation conveyet 2 


perpetual property inherent by divine fight | 
< in thoſe who officiated” at the altar. From 


<« the whole ſcope of ſermons and homilies for 
« ſome centuries, one .would have. imagined 
— that all the practical parts of Chriſtianity 


; (6) Gregory's hiſtory of Chriſt, Church, vol, i i, p. 364. 


were 


a 


* 
* 
x 


4 16 y. | 1 


* were, compriked in the exact and fairhful 

« payment of zithes to the clergy.  Encou- | 
rage by their ſucceſs in inculcating. theſe 

« doctrines, they ventured farther than they 0 

( c were warranted even by the Levitical law, | 
* and pretended a right to the tenth of all in; 
| « duſtry—gain by merchandize—wages of la- | 
© bourers—and pay of ſoldiers ; Nay ſome « ca- 

| * noniſts went ſo far as to affirm, the clergy were 


e intitled to the 1ithe of the profits made by | 
& whores in the exerciſe of their profeſſion,” (7) 
We need no other proof of the i Ignorance and 
darkneſs of the age than the above and the fol: 
lowing grant of King Ethelwulph, in which 
tithes were not only given for the ſervice of 


God, but for the uſe of the Virgin Mary and the þ 
Sairits, 1ſt, Hur Lord Jeſus Chriſt reigning i 
« for ever. Mhereas in our time, we have ; 7 
< ſcen the Hürnings of war, the ravagings af x 
+ our wealth, as alſo the cruel depredations of 8 
< enemies waſting our land, . and many tribula, 1 
« tions from barbarous and Pagan natidns ing ; 
« flited upon us for the puniſhing of us fog 1 
« our ſins, even almoit to our utter deſtruction, 
* and alſo very perils: times hanging ory 1 
Tn our heads. e 2 
00 Hume 's Hiſt. Wert rol. ky . nog e ” f 
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Naa For this cauſe, [, Ethelwulph, king 


« of the Weſt Saxons, by the advice of my 8 


« biſhops and other chief men of my king - 
« dom, have reſolved on a wholeſome and uni- 
« form remedy, that is, that I grant as an of- 
« fering unto God and the bleſſed Virgin, and 


all the Saints, a certain portion of my king- 
„ dom, to be held by perpetual right, that is 


© to ſay, the ſenth part thereof, and that this 


© renth part be privileged from temporal du- 


ties, and free from all ſecular ſervices and 


royal tributes, as well the as the 
« lefler, &c.” (S. : 
Prideaux ſays, (in a note,) from this time no 


one was charged to any tax, for any more than 


the nine parts of his land, the tenth being al- 
ready given to the clergy, and made free from 
all manner of taxes and ſervices whatſoever, cill 


William the conqueror abridged them of this 5 


privilege and again ſubjected them to bear 
their part in the enen * 


. Pot 5 041" e421 I. 


1 . 


(6) Selden, chap, vil, P- 209. Prideans, chap. iv, , 


1 


their eee eee 
thereto, Pradeage, note, p. 111, 


0 yu 


(9) The Daves, abous the year $00, beginaing to invadd- | 
this land, continued for aboye two hundred years after, by: 


WW 3 

The next authentic mention of tithes js in 
the fadus Edwardi & Gutbruni, or the laws 
agreed on between king Guthrun the Dane, 
and Alfred, his ſon, Edward the elder, ſucceſ- 


ſive kings of England, about the year 900. 
This was a kind of treaty between thoſe mo- 


narchs, which may be found at large in the 


Anglo-Saxon laws; wherein it was neceſſary, 


as Gutbrun was a Pagan, to provide for the 
ſubſiſtence of the Chriſtian clergy under his 
dominion; and accordingly we find the pay- 
ment of tithes not only enjoined, but a penalty 
added upon non-obſervance, which law is e- 
conded by the laws of Athelſtan hop the 
year 930. (o) | 

King Edmund, about the year 949, in a ſo- 


lemn parliament, as well of the laity as ſpiritu- 


ality, ordained, that every man, upon pain of 
his chriſtendom and being e ſhould pay e 
them truly. (1) 

- King Edgar, in a great bers about he 
year 959, confirmed the payment of tithes, - 
aſſigning certain times when every thing ſhould - 
be paid, viz. _ tithe of all young things be- 


(o) Wilkins, p. 51. Blackflone, book u, oye gi f. 
> Spelman, chap. xxvii, p. 129. 
(i) Spelman, chap. xvii, p. 109. Selden, * m, 


p. 215. 


fore 


> 
fore Whitſuntide—of the fruits of the earth by” 
the harveſt zquinoRial (i. e. about the 12th of 
September,)—and of ſeed by Martimas. He 
further enacted, that the ſheriff, as well as the 
biſhop and prieſt, ſhould compel every man to 
pay their tithe, and ſhould ſet it forth and de- 
liver it; if they would not, leaving to the party 
offending only the gth part; and that the other 
eight parts ſhould be divided, four to the lord 
of the manor, and four to the. biſhop of the 
dioceſe; and that no man ſhould herein. be 
ſpared were he the king's officer or any gentle- 
man whatſoever. 

Before the year 970, the brats of 
tithes was in general arbitrary; that is, every 
man paid his own to what church or pariſh he 
pleaſed - but this being liable to be attended 
with either fraud, or at leaſt caprice, in the 
perſons paying, and with either jealouſies or 
mean compliances in ſuch as were competitors 
for receiving them, it was now ordered by the 
law of king Edgar, that the tithes ariſing in 
each pariſh ſhould be paid to the church of 
that pariſh. However, if a thane, or great. 


lord, had a church, within his own demeſnes, 
diſtinct from the mother church, in the nature | 


of a private chapel, then provided ſuch church 
had a cemetery: or conſecrated: place of burial 
| C'2 | vn 


— 


680 

belonging to it, he might allot one third of his 
tithes for the maintenance of the officiating 
miniſter ; but if it had no cemetery, the thane 
muſt himſelf have maintained his chaplain by 
ſome other means, for in ſuch caſe all his tithes 
were ordained to be paid to the primariæ ectlefie, | 
or mother church. This proves that the king- 


dom was then univerſally divided into pariſhes z _ 


which diviſion happened probably not all at 
once, but by degrees, For it ſeems pretty clear 
and certain, that the boundaries of pariſhes were 
originally aſcertained by thoſe of a manor or 4 
manars : ſince it very ſeldom happens that a 

' manor extends itſelf over more pariſhes than 
one, though there are often many manors in 
one pariſh, 

The lords, as Chriſtianity ſpread inſet, 190 
to build churches upon their own demeſnes, or 
waſtes, to accommodate their. tenants in one or 
two adjoining lordſhips; and in order to have 
divine ſervice regularly performed therein, 
obliged all their tenants to appropriate their 
tithes to the maintenance of the one officiating 
miniſter, inſtead of leaving them at liberty to 
diſtribute them among the clergy of the dioceſe 
in general; and this tract of land, the tithes 
whereof were ſo appropriated, formed a diſtin& 
. which will well enough account for the 

ane 


n 


frequent intermixture of pariſhes one with an- 
other. For if a lord had a parcel of land de- 
tached from the main of his eſtate, but not ſuf- 
ficient to form a pariſh of itſelf, it was natural 
for him to endow his newly- erected church with 
the tithes of thoſe disjointed lands ; eſpecially 
if no church was then built in any lordſhip ad- 
Joining to thoſe outlying parcels, | 
Thus pariſhes were gradually formed, (2) 
and pariſh churches endowed. with the tithes 
that aroſe within the circuit aſſigned; But ſome 
lands, either becauſe they were in the hands of 
irreligious and careleſs owners, or were ſituate 
in foreſts and defert places, or fot other now 
unſearchable reaſons, were never united to any 
pariſh, and therefore continue to chis oy ex- 
tra- parochial. 1 
About the year of out Lord 1008, king 
Etheldred the ſon of Edgar, in a parliament of 
all England, made another law further to en- 
oP the Ls homes of all church dues. Mm et 


49 "Theſe are computed. to be near tek | thoakand in nom | 
ber, Blackſione, vol. i, p. 111, 112, from which the above 
is taken · Thoſe perſons. who wiſh 10 ſee any further argu- 

ments on the diviſion of pariſhes, may receive information | 
- from peruſing Selden, chap. ix, (ec. 1, 4. Degge? s Par- 

's Counſellor, p. 219 ind Law of Tythes, wy pub⸗ 
» .» 4+ 
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When king Canute the Dane, about the year 
1016, had by conqueſt made himſelf king of 
England, he was ſo far from aboliſhing any f 
the tithes, that he made ſome little enlarge- 
ment to the laws of tithes, and wrote a long 
letter to all the biſhops and nobility of Eng · 


land, from Rome, (1031, ) where he went on 
Pilgrimage and reſided ſome time, conjuring 
them, by their faith, that they would. caule 


theſe laws, reſpecting tithes and the rights of 


the church, to be duly executed. 


But king Edward the confeſſor, about the 
year 1042, (ſays Spelman) made all certain, 
namely, that tithe was due unto God, and 
« ſhould be paid the tenth ſheafe, the tenth 
« foal; the tenth calf, the tenth cheeſe where 
* cheeſe was made; or the tenth day's milk 
ce where there was no cheeſe made; the tenth. 
„ lamb, the tenth fleece, the tenth part of 
<< butter, the tenth pigge; and they that had 
e but a calfe or two ſhould pay far every of 


© them a penny; and to this price is the par- 
* {on generally holden at this day, when ten of 


«* our pennies are ſcarcely. worth one of that 
« time, He alſo ordained, that tithes ſhould 
ebe paid of bees, woods, meadows, waters, 
« mils, parks, warrens, fiſhings, , coppices, 
* orchards, and negotiations, and our, all 
Ganga 
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« e things with the law, that the Lord Wen 


ec the tenthe is to be rendered unto him that 


« giveth the nine parts with the tenth, and 
cc bindeth the ſheriff, as well as the biſhop to ſee 
« this executed: and all theſe were granted, ſayth 
de the book, by the king, barons, ang-comn 
« nalty, as appeareth in thoſe: his laws. 

But, however thoſe laws are attr 


confeſſor, it is certain, ſays Selden, that as the 
ordinary copies of them are, and as they ſpeak 


in the publiſned volume of Saxon laws, they 
are not without many mixtures of ſomewhat 
later tranſcribers. And, (ſays Prideaux) al- 
„though king Edward the confeſſor did not 
e make any new laws for tithes, which we can 
find an account of, yet having digeſted all 
** the laws of his predeceſſors into one common 
6 body of law, he took that care in it of this 
e right of the church, as was fully agreeable 1 to 


the zeal and piety of ſo religious a prince. * + 


1070. William the conqueror having aſſem- 


bled a parliament of twelye men, choſen out « of 4 


every county to repreſent unto him a collection 


of the laws, by which the realm Was governed | 


- (3) Seiden, chap. viii. | Spelman, hap. xxvii. Note, 


before them. (©, 


the ſheriff and biſhops were in thoſe days the king* 5 joſtices | 
in every county, and all matters were beard and deci ded ' 


* 


0 Prideaux, ch. Ir; p p- 127. Selden, ch. viii, p. 325. | 
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in king Edward the confeſſor's teig, and ba- 
ving enacted and publiſhed the ſaid; collection 
as A body of fundamental laws, by which the 


government was for the future to be admini- 


-ſtered : among theſe laws there is one for tithes, 


which eſtabliſhes their right and enforces, the 


payment of them through the whole realm. (5) 


He however ordered the tithe or the tenth part, 


which heretofore was exempted from taxes and 


other ſervices, to be aſſeſſed, ſo that the whole 


ten parts were now taxed to the ſtate, inſtead of 


the nine parts only, as formerly. (6 William 
likewiſe ſubjected all eccleſiaſtical tenurea to 
military ſervices ; and monaſteries were forced 
to maintain ſoldiers for the king's ſervice; (the 
| abbey of Bury had forty charged upon them. (7) 
Before William took from the church many 
conſiderable eſtates, it is generally ſuppoſedtle 

_ clergy were in poſſeſſion of more than one third 
of the land in the kingdom, and that exempt : 
from all taxes; for it had been declared in the : 
conſtitutions of Odo, archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
that the clergy were the ſons of God, and the 
ſons of God ought to be free from all taxes in 
every kingdom. (8) Laws confleming me os 7 


(s) Pridenux, chap. v, p. 140. 


(6) Ibid. note, p. 111. (7) Ibid. note, 5. 194. 17 
(8) Tithes indefenſible. Conftitutions of Odo, publiſhe | | 


ed anno 943. 5 


ä 


628 ) 


material, worth recording, remains. to be no- 


ticed of the above acts, rege in 2 1 10 | 


way. (9) | 
In the reign, of Richard II. it is 9 by 


ſtatute 15, chap. vi. that in all appropriations 
of ehurches, the dioceſan biſhop ſhall ordain + 


in proportion to the value of the church, a 
competent ſum, to 'be diſtributed among the 


poor pariſhioners annually, and that the vica- 
rage ſhall be ſufficiently endowed. Theſe appro- 


priating corporations, or religious houſes, were 


wont to depute one of their own body to per- 
form divine ſervice and adminiſter the ſacra- 
ments, in thoſe pariſhes of which the ſociety 


was thus the parſon. This officiating miniſter 
was in reality no more than a curate, deputy, 


or vicegerent of the appropriator, and there- 
fore called vicarius or vicar. His ſtipend was 
at the diſcretion of the appropriator, who how- 


ever was bound by common right to find ſome- 


body, qui illi de temporalibus, epiſcopo de ſpirituali 
bus debeat reſpondere. But this was done in ſo 
- ſcandalous a manner, and the pariſhes ſuffered S | 
ſo much by the neglect of the appropriators, 


(9) Spelman, chap. xxvii, p. 133. Magna Charta. 
224 | | * th at 


of tithes were likewiſe paſſed in the following . 
reigns of Henry I. II. and III.; but nothing 


(6-3 


that the LET was forced to- interpoſe.— f 
« It ſeems,” ſays Blackſtone, 2 pariſh were 
„ frequently ſufferers, not only by the wants of 
te the divine ſervice, but alſo by with-holding 
„ thoſe alms, for which, among other pur- 
' ©. poſes the payment of tithes were originally 

% impoſed: and therefore in this act a penſion 

eis directed to be diſtributed among the poor 

; «© parochians, as well as_ a Heer N 

N © to the deere, by 

By the 25th of Henry VIII. ebay 20, and 
buy the 32d of Henry VIII. chap. 5, it is 
| 


enacted, that through all the king's dominions, 
every ſubject ſnall fully, truly, and effeQually 
divide, ſet out, yield, or pay all and ſingular 
| tithes and offerings, according to the lawful 
cuſtoms and uſages of the pariſnes and places 
where ſuch tithes or duties ſhall grow, ariſe and 
become due. (1) 8 * 
Henry fixed a money payment in lieu of the 
mortuary or Hmbolum animæ the ſoul ſcot of 
Canute— claimed by the clergy as a ſort of ec- 
cleſiaſtical heriot, to be paid out of the effects 
of the deceaſed, in order to make ſatisfaction 
to the church for the tithes or eccleſiaſtical 
dues, which he had forgotten or wilfully: arg 
(o) Blackſtone's Comment. vol. i, chap. 2 p. 7 5 


A (11 Selden, chap, viii, p. 242. 8 


( 27 ) 


lected to pay in his life time. (2) At the diſſo. ; 


lution of monaſteries, - by ſtatutes 27 and gr:-of / 


the ſame king, the appropriations of the ſeve · 


ral parſonages which belonged to thoſe re- 


ſpettive religious houſes, (amounting to more 


than one third of all the pariſhes. in England,) 
would have. been by the rules of the common 
law diſſappropriated, had not a clauſe in thoſe 
ſtatutes intervened to give them to the King, 
in as ample. a manner as the abbots, &c. for- 
merly held the ſaqe at the time of their diſſolu- 
tion. This: though ſcarcely defenſible (ſays 
6 Blackſtone,) was not without example; for 


te the ſame was done in former reigns, when 


d the alien priories (that is, ſuch as were filled 


by foreigners only,) were diſſolved and given 
And from theſe two roots 


„ to the crown. 
have ſprung all the lay appropriations or 
e ſecular parſonages, which we now ſee in 
6 the kingdom z they having been afterwards, 


. granted out from time to time by the 


© crown.“ (3) ., | Siehe 
In the 2d an 


(2) Tithes indefenſible, p. 35. 


| (3) Blackſtone, vol. i, p. 386. ä 42 
I ought 


zd of Edward VI. it is PER 
ed, that all din tithes ſhould be thenceforth 
paid as of right they had been within forty 
years next preceding, or according to cuſtom 


— 


FS 


; | 10 | 
ought to have been, with tees of privi- 
' || leges, lawful preſcriptions or compoſitions, real 


and perſonal tithes of gain by merchandize and of 
artifice, in ſuch places and as within forty mi 
years preceding they had been accuſtomably "IP 
| 6 uſed to be paid, are commanded to be paid ed 
& yearly at or before Eaſter. And any perſon td eli 
whom tithes are due, or his ſervant, ſhall fee vi 
the tithes ſet forth; and no perſon ſhall carry di 
away his corn or hay before the tithe de bow ith 
forth. (4) fu 
From the foregoing acts of parliament "ie th 
muſt plainly appear to every one, that the. a] 
clergy have an undoubted right te tithes, ac. 8 
cording to the preſent law of the land. One 


obſervation, however, ought not to be omitted, 
which is, that moſt of the acts of parliament 
that have paſſed, beſides the foregoing which 
relate to tithes, almoſt all of them tend ta 
often the rigour and hardſhips of tithes ; witneſs / 
that of Edward III. ſtatute 45, chap. iii; ex- 
empting timber trees of more than twenty years 
growth from paying tithes; as well as theſe 
which have paſſed ſince the above, for the eꝶẽ. 
emption of the payment of tithes in kind of 
hemp, flax, and madder, by paying a compoſi- 
tion of five ſhillings an acre in lieu chene 


(4) Selden, chap. viii, p. 246, | 
| 2 of © 


( 29 ) 
of. (5) Upon the whole then, tithes muſt be ad- 
mitted to be the property of the clergy and lay 
impropriator. It however ought to be remark- 
ed, that as they were not originally given to the 
clergy as their excluſive property, (but were di- 
vided into a four-fold divifion,) the former con- 
duct of the clergy in appropriating the whole of 
ithe revenues of the church to their own uſe, was 


furely a manifeſt deviation from the practice of 


the primitive miniſtry, On the other hand, the 


appropriating ithes to lay perſons at the diſſolu- 


tion of the monaſteries was (as Blackſtone ſays) 
* ſcarcely defenſible ;*” (6) and according ta fir 
Henry Spelman, appropriations are called im. 
propriations, as being improperly in the hands 
of lay perſons. (7) Perhaps of the two foro · 
going acts the left is the leaf to be defended. 


* 


— — ere a oe ein, ——_— — 


(5) Will. and Mary III. chap. ili. II and 12 Will. III. 1 


chap. xvi. George II. chap. xxxi, and 5 George III. 


By 2 and 3 Edward VI. chap. 13. Barren and waſte lands 


converted into arable and meadow, are exempt from the, 
payment of tithes the firſt ſeven years, | 
(6) Blackſtone, vol. i, p. 386. 
(7) Spelman, chap. xxix. 
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CHAPTER III. 


ON THE NATURE OF TITHES, AND WHETHER 
THEY ARE NOT, IN THIS KINGDOM, OPPRES- 
SIVE AND INJURIOUS TO AGRICULTURE, AND. 

ir SO, WHETHER IT DOES NOT AFFECT. THS 
PEOPLE AT LARGE, 551M 


* 


| 7 4 LY 
r muſt be acknowledged by every one, that 
both the happineſs and comfort, as well as 

the very exiſtence of the people, depend on the 

well or ill culture of the ſoil ; for in the pre- 
ſent civilized ſtate of ſociety, mankind can no 
longer truſt to the foreſt or the ſea for their 
only ſupport. - It then of courſe follows, that 
the more agriculture i is encouraged and aſſiſted, 

the more benefit it is of to the community; and 


vice verſa, the more it is loaded with burthens, 


and diſcouraged, the more injurious it is to the 
people at large. If this poſition be true, one 


vwould naturally ſuppoſe, that every encourage- 


ment whatever would be given to agriculture, 
conſiſtent with the nature of it; and one would 


likewiſe 1 imagine, that as s agriculture and manu- 
factures 
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factures are ſo connected together, every me- 


former, in order to promote the latter. For a 


learned author has obſerved, that © agriculture 


js the foundation of manufactures, ſince the 
« productions of nature are the materials of 
* @6 7 (5); 5+ 

It is, however, much to "hs: regretted, that 


agriculture in this country has not had that 


proper attention paid to it as it deſerves; for 
nothing ſhows it more clearly than that we are 


(1) Gibbon's Roman Hiſt. 8vo edit. chap. ii, p. 87. 


Agriculture is an art of the firſt neceſſity, and carried the 


Romans and many other people to great power, without the 
aſſiſtance of manufactures, or of commerce; but without 
agriculture no ſtate that we know of has flouriſhed. Spirit 


of Legiſlation, p. 31. Prize Eſſay, read before the ene | 


mical Society of Berne, in Switzerland. 
Agriculture ought to precede population, as the feaſt 


ought to precede the arrival of the gueſts. - It ought to 4 
precede the arts and manufactures, as nouriſhment ought * 
precede labour; becauſe the ſcarcity or dearneſs gives tog 


high a price to 2e. Third Eſay by M. Peigneux de Cor- 
re von- prize eſſay, Berne. 

It has been eloquently ſaid, that “ fields covered with 
© ears of corn are the ſource of vidories.”” Euloge du Sully, 


The production of corn in the firſt and moſt important 
occupation of the ſubjects of every country, and on its ſuc- | 
ceſs reſts the main ſupport and proſperity of every other 


trade. Report of the Lords of the Committee of Council on the 
Corn Bill, . 8. 70% = 6 


| 1 


thod would be made uſe of to encourage the 
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| tornies, &c, Young's Annals of Agriculture, vol. x, 418. 
The material part of private buſineſs in the Hauſe of 


* 
3 — OY re ets, commer, — — — 
"ant 


therefore this moſt excellept maxim for the regulation of 
 fuch buſineſs, ſays expreſily, that the repreſentatives of the 


( 38 2 


become dependent on foreign nations for part 


of the very bread we conſume, as well as for a 
great portion of that corn which is devoured 
by cattle, (2) while cach individual who wiſhes 
to encloſe his property, is obliged to be at the 


expence of an act of parliament for that pur- 
Poſe, inſtead of having a general incloſure bill, 


and while many millions of waſte acres diſgrace 
our land. (3) It is not here meant to be af- 


(2) We had formerly a large and profitable trade in the 
exports of corn—Upon an average of nineteen years, from 


1746 to 1765, the corn exported from this country is ſup- 


poſed to have produced a net profit of not leſs than 65 U, col. 


per annum ; but in eighteen years, from 1770 to 1788, by 
ſetting the value of the corn imported againſt that of the 


corn exported, and deducting the amount of the duties ze» 
ceived thereon, from the bounties paid during the ſaid pe- 


riod, it will appear that this country has upon an average 


ſuſtained a 4% in this trade of 291,0001. per annum, which 


ſum it has annually paid to foreign nations for the ſupply of - 


its inhabitants. Repreſentation of the Lords of the Committes 
of Council ox the Corn Laws. Approved He. to,. 3790; 


Witneſs alſo the Wool AR. 


- (3) If landed aſſociations bad been elabliſhed, would the 
bon forms, difficulties, and impediments to inclo» 
ſure, have been allowed to remain, in order that the col. 
ture of waſtes might be taxed, to the enormous fees of. 
chancellors, ſpeakers, clerks, counſellors, follicitors, at- 


Commons, are inclaſures, roads, and navigatiaps, and 


| 
; people 
* . 8 : 
* 
* 


ſerted, that burthens laid upon agriculture will 
always ruin that er the fate; for there may be 


advantages to counter- balance the :diſadvan- 8 


tages but they are ſeen to influence it more or 
leſs, and it is often to be obſerved, that in 


thoſe countries where agriculture is encouraged 


and aſſiſted, or rather where it is not diſcou- 
raged, the greater quantity of corn is grown, 
the more flouriſhing and populous they ate; 
while on the contrary, the leſs it is encouraged, 


or the more it is diſcouraged, the leſs quantity 


| of corn is grown, the poorer are the people, 


and the leſs numerous; for we find in many 


parts of the world, lands rich and fertile in 


people ought to make, or to continue, which is the ame | 


thing, fees ſo bigh,,as to prevent application on the part of 
the people, for acts to enable them to cultivate the waſte 


lands of the kingdom, to render bad en Limale | 


of Agricul. vol. xiii, p. 300. 7 


The computed number of waſte acres in Great Britain | 


amount to 22,026,121, in the following proportion : 
England » - 6,179,980 _ 
„„ „ oe is. 1,628,307 5 FP 
WT; Sharper bf — - 14,218,224 n 
Ne. 134, 41. of Agrical. or vol. xxiji, p. 10. 
| The reader is deſired to obſerve, that the above compu» 
tation is not from au/ furvyy, but ouly from calculations 
made by the Board of Agriculture, which perhaps (like all 
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( 34 ) | 5 


themſelves lie barren for no other reaſon, (4) — 9 


„ among many 
Brydone, in his journey from Agrigearinn 
to Palermo, tells us, that the land, ſtyled: Ro- 
mani Imperii horreum, the granary of the Roman 
empire, was become barren and unfruitful, the 
poor people of the village ſoon found him n 
and ſurrounded his door, at the ſight of u 
he is made to exclaim, · Accurſed e ee 


e what deſpicable objects we become in thy 


e 1» He afterwards informs us, that the 


village was ſurrounded with the fineſt country 
| in the world, yet there was neither bread nor 4 


wine to be found in it; (5) I ſhall therefore 


lay it- down as an axiom, that, the more agri- ? 


culture is encouraged, the greater benefit it is 


of to the community, while on the contrary, 
the more it is. diſcouraged, the greater injury 


it is to the people at large. 


Wy o | Haretofore, (ſays 7 ARE. Italy fone. corn to * 
% diſtant provinces ; ſhe was not then barren. But we 

«« ſoonet cultivate Africa and Eg yt, and like better to ex- 
«© poſe the life of the Roman people. ** Rome, (lays 
70 Seigntux De Correvon,) then did not want inhabitants, 
« but ſhe diſdained the culture of the earth. All were ar- 
«« tiſts, and occupied themſelves in ſerving the great—or 


7 ſoldiers or in offices.” 1 might —_— is not aha . 2 


a, 4 


meaſure applicable to us? Ef 
(5) Brydone's Tour, vol. u. p- . . L a 242 


P c \ 9 


If, 


- 


© 3s) 


If then, upon enquiry, we ſhall find that 
Tithes come under that denomination, there will 
at leaſt be ſtrong ſuſpicions, that there ought to 
be a commutation in lieu of them, and a' pro- 


viſion made for the clergy in ſome other way. 
In treating 'on the foregoing TORI; two 
things are to be conſidered ;j= * 


Firſt, The influence of Ti ther, with _ 


to individuals. 


| Secondly, The effect * Tithe, with 9 295 


to the community. 


7 


- 


It will however be ls: Wenne to the . 


examination of the above, to take ſome notice 


of the objections that have been made oy the 


* : 


advocates for the preſent ſyſtem of tiibes. 
The moſt material ones that have been raiſed 


againſt the alteration of the preſent form are 
theſe. Have not the value of eſtates increaſed 
for many years paſt? Does not the landholder 


improve his own property at the ſame time he 


improves for the tithe-owner? Does not the 
farmer know when he makes his improvements, 
that they will moſt likely be tithed ? Why are 


tithes deemed a greater hardſhip now, than they 


have always been? And laſtly, Is it not a moſt 


difficult thing to find a proper ſubſtitute for 


tithes, ſo as to do juſtice to both parties con- 
cerned in it? 


1 \ 


3 
„ 
* 
S 
D EY 
2 A 
— * . 
* 


„ 
In anſwer to the foregoing queries, it may be 
ſaid, that the value of eſtates is certainly en- 
creaſed, but not in that proportion which they 
ought; for, though Dr. Adam Smith has a- 
ſerted, that the laws and cuſtoms favourable to 
the yeomanry, have contributed more to the 
preſent grandeur of England, than all the 
boaſted regulations of commerce, it is evident 
he did not include tithes among thoſe laws; for 
he has expreſsly ſaid, that the tithe which is 
but a tenth of the produce, is found to be a 
very great hindrance to improvement, (6) There 
is no doubt, but that a farmer, with a-leaſe of 
_ twenty-one years. will improve his farm more 
than if he were a tenant at will; for he may 
probably argue thus : if by lay ing gut a certain 
ſum on improvements, I can ſeture to myſelf 
an additional fifty pounds per annum, that will 
be an object running the hazard for, and 
though I know the tithingman will come and 
take away the tenth, yet this I; ko too, that 
if 1 do not improve I ſhall not have the chance 
of procuring the ſum—The caſe then is this: 
that the farmer under a long leaſe improves his 
farm, at the hazard of making more than he 


(6) Wealth of Nations, book mn, ie i ii, Vol⸗ fl. | 
Incloſures have contributed very largely to agricultural 
improvement. Letter on Tithes to Arthur Youngs e/q- P. 3. 
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otherwiſe would do, had he not a leaſe; and 


though he may ſometimes gain, yet he often 
looſes, (y) nevertheleſs the eſtate is improved; 


reaps, perhaps, a greater profit than the farmer, 


for which the farmer complains, and very juſtly 3 
for, is it equitable and right, that whenever I 


labour for myſelf I ſhould work for another 
alſo? Ought I to be under the neceſſity of 


am working for my own? It ſurely does not 
ſhow that the hardſhip is the lets, becauſe a man 
knows it is a hardſhip. « Becauſe the wretched 
„ Moldavian is born under the Turkiſh go- 


4 vernment, and knows what he has to exo 


4 pect from his cradle, is it then no tyranny 


4 when the baſhaw comes with his cudgel and 
demands and obtains what he pleaſes; the 


e terrified ruſtic not daring ſo much as to mur- 
« mur, through fear of the baſtinado 2 (8) 


Would the knowledge of this make one leſs 


ſenſible of the oppreſſion ? What has now been 
ſaid; I truſt is a ſufficient anſwer to che thres 
firſt queſtions. 5 


3 che E! queſtion, © 1 Why ar are 


working for another family, at the ſame time I 


but the conſequence is, that the tithe-owner = 


T4 


« tithes deemed gener had. Sw: than | 


00 Tithes indefenkble, p. 46. | 
(3) Anale, vol. xvii, p. 182. 
D 3 | 


4 5 W 1 
> 


46 thi 
they 


T3: ' 8 

22 meh have always been?“ It may be replied, 
that * tithe in theſe northern regions is very; 
« different from what it was where the Jews. 
e were eſtabliſhed ;' there the almond and date, 
< the fig and the olive, grew almoſt without. 
« any culture; mint, anniſe, and cummin, aroſe 
“ ſpontaneouſly, milk and honey overflowed 3 
the kind hand of Providence overwhelmed: 
<« theſe choſen people with its bounty. How: 
different the caſe here—here the productions 
40 of the earth are obtained with the moſt un- 
t remitting labour.” (9) 1 4 

In the early ages of Chriftienty, we men's 
wants were few, conſequently agriculture: was 
at a low ebb, improvements were not in the 
leaſt conſidered, land was ill-cultivated and 
produced but little, the tithes een were 


of merle or no conſequence. (o/ 5 
(9) Tithe Letters in. Annals of Abe, rol OY 
p · 502. 


(o) In the year 1 327, a * vieBings, with beni 
acres of arable land, in Kent, was worth no more than one 
pound fifteen ſhillings per annum. Eighty acres of arable 
Jand were worth twenty ſhillings per annum, or three pounds 
of modern money, which makes the price ninepence of our 
money per acre, And it appears, that in the year 1470, P 
lands in England were valued at no; more than ten years 
purchaſe; and ſo late as 1670, only about 120 years e, : 
at not more than fifteen or ſixteen years purchafe, '* | © 


21 a ſtatute of Heary VI. tojrards the middle of the ff. 
- „ deen 


( 39. ) 


early times by a ſmall proportion of the ſcanty 
produce of the ſoil, and perhaps the leaſt in- 


convenient mode of providing for the clergy;: | 


might be at that time by contributions of the 
ſame kind: for this reaſon amongſt many it 


is moſt likely that very little reſiſtance was 


made at the firf payment of tithes, but after- 
wards it became neceſſary to perſuade mankind 
that they were due jure divino, in order to pacify 
them, while the darkneſs and ignorance of the 
age have given but too great a proof ho ſuc- 
ceſsful the clergy. were 510 cheir duuempts. (i) 


A* 


I. £61 
teenth century, e was 0 3 8 oaks at 
68; 8d. a quarter, which was equal ta about twenty ſhillings 


of our money. The price of a fat ox at that time was. . 


135. 4d. or forty ſhillings of the preſent money... 


This great diſproportion between the prices of corn and. | 
cattle puts it beyo doubt, that the tilliog of land was bat | 
little underſtood or practiſed, and that of conſequence little 
corn was grown. In thoſe ages, it is evident then, that 
tithes were far leſs burthenſome, than At preſent—as the bur-, | 
then is according t to the ratio o of i en Tithes * . 


feaſtble,. P-. 41s 42. n 2 


.00 Becker was conſidered. as living i in | the greateſt pomp, | 


and luxury of any man of his ij me; yet we find that it conſiſt» 
edi io his haviog bis apartments. every day, i in viner covered, 


with clean ſiraw or bay, and in ſummer with. greep boughy; 805 


or ruſhes, leſt the gentlemen who paid court to him, and. 
TROY not by reaſon of their apes ac. a place at ta · 


+ 


The revenues of the kings were paid in the 


„„ - 
John 
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A long time however, and n 
of church and ſtate. were found neceſſary to 
make the claim effectual; , beſides which the 


. monks were obliged to have recourſe to paltry 
ſubterfuges, and pretended miracles ; (2), 1. 


John Baldwin held the manor of Oterasfee in Ayleſbury, of 
the king in ſoccage, by the ſervice of finding for the king's 
bed, litter, viz. in ſummer, graſs or herbs, and tuo grey 
geeſe; and in winter, ſtraw, and three eels in the year, if 
_the kivg, ſhould come thrice in the year to Ayleſbury. 
Hunt's Hiſt, of England, vol. i, p. 384. 

(2) . Haſt thou truly done thy tithiogs and offerings to 
« God and to holy church? Thou ſhalt underftand, that at 
«<< the beginning of the world, when there was bat one man, 
<« that is to ſay, Adam; God charged him, that he ſhould 
«4 troly of all manner of things give God the tenth part, 
** 2nd bad him, that be ſhould teach his children to do the 
«ſame, and fo forth all men unto the world's end. Aud 
« though there was at that time, no man to receive it 6. 
„ him, in the name of holy-church, yet God would der, 
* that he ſhould have but nine parts, und thereſbre l em- 

„i marded kim, chat of every thing che titbe part thould'be” 
„ burnt. I find, chat afterwards Adam had tc ſoils,” 
Cain and Abel. Abel tithed truly and vf the belt; Cain! 
« ithed falſely, and of the worſt. © Ar laſt, the falſe tither 
« Cain flew Abel his brother; for he blamed mim and fuld. 
«+ that he tithed evil, wheref6re our Lord God curſed Cain | 
und all the earth in bie work, ' $0/y0u' now fee Hut falſe 
« tithing was the cauſe of che firſt manſlaughter that ever 


de was, And it was the cauſe that God curſed the Garth," 


This was a penitential about the time of Hevry VI. ade for 
mme diregion of privfſs in waricalar confellion. © See Topy* 


of erigival, alen, ps ll, 5. 16g, oY 1 


_— almoſt in every age an inconvenience, 


A tale is told of Auguftive, the firſt archbiſhop of Can- 1 


terbury, mentioned by Selden, which is as" follows: 


« About the year D. C. Auguſtine coming td preach at 


«« Cometon in Oxfordſhire, the prieſt. of /the place makes 
oe 2 to bim, that the lord of the manor, baviog 

© been often admoniſhed by him, would yet pay him no 
— Auguſtine queſtioning the lord about that defaule 
« in devotion ; be ftoutly anſwered, that the tenth ſheaf 
% doubtleſs was his, that bad the intereſt in the nine, and 
« therefore would pay nove. 'Preſently Auguſtine de- 
* nounces him excommunicate, and turning to the altar to 


« ſay Maſs, publicly forbad that any excommunicate per- 


** ſ6n ſhould be preſent at it, when ſoddehly a dead corple, 
« that had been buried at the church-door, arofe, (pardon 
r me, ſays Selden, for relating it) and departed out of the 


limits of the cherch-yard, ſtanding ſtill without, while | 


* the Maſs continued. Which ended, Auguſtine comes to 

** this living dead, and charges him in the name of 'the 
« Lord God to declare who he was; he tells him, that in 
"the time of the Britiſh ſtate, he was bejuf ville Patropur, 
% and although he had been often urged by the doctriue of | 
< the prieſt to pay his tithes, yet he never could be brought 
to it; for which he died, be fays, excommunicate, und 


* was carried wo Hell. Auguſtine defired to know, where - 


the prieſt chat excommunicated him was buried; this dead 
* ſhewed bim the place; where he makes an invocation of 
the dead prieſt, and bids him ariſe alſo, becauſe they 
„ wanted bis help. The prieft riſes. | Augultive aſks him, 
«« if he knew that other that was nen ; he tells him, yes ; 
bot wiſhes le had never known bim; for, faith he, be 
wis in alf-things ever adverſe to che church a derainer 
*« of his tithes, am and there - 
23 | | 1 ce fore 


SO > — 


which evidently ſhow, that tithes have been 
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(if nothing farther) to the people. But, in our 
days the arguments are ſtill ſtronger; for; at 
the firſt diſtribution of tithes, we are told, that 
they were divided into a. four- fold diviſion; 


one part for the biſhop, one for the clergyman; 


one for the repairs of the church, and one part 
for the poor. The caſe is now altered, the 
clergy. and. lay-impropriator have. taken al. 


4 fore 1 excommunicated 90 But Augoftine. publicly 
| « declares, that it was fit, mercy ſhould be uſed towards 


% him, and that he had ſuffered long in Hell for his offence, 
% (you muſt ſuppoſe I think the author meant purgatory, 
ce ſays Selden,) wherefore he give him abſolution, and. 
6 ſends him to bis grave, where be fell again into duſt and 


26 aſhes. He gone, the prieſt new riſen, tells that bis 


cc. corpſe bad lien there above 170 years; and Avgoſtine | 
«« would gladly have had him continue upon earth. again,. | 


for inſttuction of ſouls, but could not thereto, intreat. 


cc. him. So he alſo returns to his former lodgiog. Th he 
ac, lord of the town ſtanding by all this while, and trem- 4 
15 bling, was now demanded if he would pay his titbes 3 
e but he preſently . fell down. at Avgaſtiae? s feet, weeping. - 
es and confeſſing his offence, and receiving pardon, ; became, 
5 all his life time a follower of Auguſtine. Befides the, 
* common legend of our ſaints, the above is in ſome you. | 
*« Jumes put alone ſor a moſt obſervable monument, (. 
es Selden,) and I found it. bound up at the end of the MS. 
% Jife. of Thomas-a-Becket, - archbiſhop of Cooechurys. | 
« written by John de Grandi ſons, and it remains in the 
*« public library at Oxford. The whole courſe of iz direds 
o . you. how to ſmell A e e. 3 — 
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renance of the poor.“ aft 


And as it is evident that our celle grew” 


2 


x p35 LETS 
„ „ Nes: 


1 


vhlle the land is bertbensd ich an cent 
ſum for the repairs of the church e main- 


much leſs corn than we do at preſent, fo it Was 
grown at a much leſs expence in proportion to 


what it now is, notwithſtanding the improve- FE 


ments in the mode of buſbandry—conſequently | 


they could better afford to grow leſs crops then, 


than we do great ones at preſent, and therefore. 
could better afford to pay their titbes in kind. 


And here I cannot but take notice of 1 5 
miſtaken idea that is gone abroad reſpecting 
tithes. If I purchaſe an eſtate, (ſays the au- 
* thor of Defence of the Right to Tithes, ) 
charged with a certain portion of its rent to 


rates from 1680. 


* 


be N to A or 1 chis would be a burthen. 


* The following table will bor the increas of the pours 


8 * 


| 3 Wan 
. ,- [Rates about] Rates in | about 96 Rates in | i 
| 1680 1776. Fears. 1785. ; 
| In England e 1,679,585 1,047,976 29100,587 
In Was | 3753 40,731 6,978 | 67,761 
Tote $65,368 10 e. de | 
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ee upon the eftate; but it would be no hard · 
% ſhip upon me, if I knew it when IJ made the 
66 purchaſe, becauſe I ſhould pay. the ſmaller 
« ſum in proportion. If a portion of the pro- 
« duce were charged upon it, it might be ne- 
<6 ceſſary for me to make a larger deduction in 
<« my price, than if it were a portion of the 


rent, becauſe of the greater inconvenience 
« attending it.” This writer ſurely ought firſt 


to have ſhewn, that the inconvenience of tithes 
was but ſmall, that they were not oppreſſive to 
individuals, neither injurious to the community; 


had he done that, it · would certainly have been 
more to the purpoſe; according to his maxim 
it would make but little difference whether my 
eſtate was burthened with titbes or an annuity, 


but I ſhould conceive there is as much diffe- 


rence between them, as the one is uncertain 
while the other is certain. A man who pur- 
chaſes a tithe-free eſtate will always give more. 
than the proportion of a tenth, for its being 


rithe-free ; for this reaſon, becauſe he is certain 


of reaping the fruits of his own labour. | 


Theſe reaſons are ſurely ſufficient to ſhow, 
that tithes are a greater hardſhip” now than 


they were heretofore, Reſpecting the laſt, and, 
n the moſt n. objection— the diffi- 
culty 


culty of finding a proper ſubſtitute for tithes— / 
I ſhall beg leave to refer it to the chapter © on 


c commutations;“ and ſhall call the attention 
of the reader to the conſideration of. the firlt 


objection to tithes, which is the e "uy 


have on agriculture. 
Firſt, with regard to Individual. . 
<« It is labour,” ſays Locke, which puts 


© the greateſt part of the value upon land, 


« without which it would ſcarcely be worth 
. any thing; it is to that we owe the greateit 
4 part of all its uſeful products; for all that 
« the ſtraw, bran, and bread of an acre of 


„ wheat is more worth, than the product of an 


« acre. of as good land, which lies waſte, is all 
< the effect of labour; for it is not _ 

<« the ploughman's pains, the reaper's and 

cc threſher's - toil, and the baker's ſweat, is to 

ce be counted in the bread we eat; the labour 


« of thoſe who broke the oxen, who digged 
« and wrought the iron and ſtones, who felled = 
« and framed the timber employed about the | 
„ plough, mill, oven, or any other utenſils, 11 
* which are a vaſt number requiſite to this 
t corn; from its being ſeed to be ſown, to its 


being made bread, muſt all be charged on 
* the account of labour, and received as an 
« effect of that; nature and the earth furniſhed 


66 « only 


7 ws 1 


** only the almoſt worthleſs ware, as in 


c themſelves. (3) Fl . SITS be. 


No one can deny the wack of he above; 
for we are told in ſcripture, that the Almighty 


ſaid to Adam © curſed is the ground for thy 


& ſake, thorns alſo and thiſtles ſhall: it bring | 


forth to thee, and in the ſweat of bar. face 
* ſhalt thou eat bread.” (4) CO LEN 

We may ſee then, that we are indebted for 
the great crops of corn which our lands pro- 


duce, to the labour of man, which, (with the 


bleſſing of Divine Providence) * maketh the 
voallies to rejoice, and the barren wildernef 
to become a fruitful field. 


| + It hath been argued by thoſe who | have writ- 


ten againſt the preſent ſyſtem of tiibes, that 
they operate as a tax upon labour of at leaſt 


ten per cent. and which has not, nor cannot be 


denied by the favourers of the preſent plan, 
But it is aſked, whether this loſs of - one tenth 
on improvements, be ſufficient to diſcourage 
the improver to any conſiderable degree, chiefly 
for the following reaſon. A tenant, able and 
inclined to make improvements, will calculate 


before-hand all theſe circumſtances, and will 


agree for ſuch a rent _ as will enable him to 


(3) Locke, vol. ii, 4to. 2. 235 
(4) Geneſis, chap. ti, 


make 


(a 0 


make them with advantage. (5). The landlord 55 
may loſe ſomewhat of rent in the firſt inſtance; 


but will receive his * e at e 


of the term. | 
And, (ſays the foe writer on wi ſubject) 


« jf we may judge from appearances, this 


e odious and oppreſſive tax of tithes has not ope- 


40 rated materially to prevent improvements. 0 


&« In reply it has been aſſerted, that the farmer 
« who improves, pays this tax, not only on 
« the land on which the. clergyman's right 
« bears, but on the capital in his pocket, to 
% which the titheman can have no claim; for 
e he has not a ſhilling while the money is idle 


« and unproductive; but inveſt it in improve- 


© ments, and he takes ten per cent. Whatever 
* the trade, the fact is calculable in a moment; 
« for every one knows, that if ten per cent. is 

returned, money will be. inveſted; now the 
«* tax of tithe makes twenty per cent. necefſary, 
« in order to pocket ten, at the ſame time, that 


<< in all other branches of n make en. 


« and you have ten.“ (6) 
Again, ſays another author, Tithe is ach 


<« the produce of land ſo much as it is of capi- 


(5) Letter to Arthur 1 p. 93 bo Annals of 

Agriculture, vol. x. | 
9 Annals of Agriculture, * i. p- 282, "$83 

4 tal 


C88) 


« tal and labour ; and no law can give to one 
. man a right to the produce of the labour of 
« another, without deſerving the epithets of 
“ odious and oppreſſive. The compariſon: is 
4 then drawn between a farmer and a manufac- 
6 turer, where each employs the ſame capital, 
and the difference is evidently ſhewn to be in 
« favour of the manufacturer, and againſt 
e tithes—for if the manufacturer makes ever 
* ſo many pieces of cloth or bars of iron with 
« his capital, his number will keep pace with 
u his induſtry ; whilſt the farmer, the harder 
he works, and the more loads of corn he pro- 
« duces in conſequence, ſo much the more 
« of his produce goes into the purſe of an- 
< other.” (7) © Thus, he who deſerves the 
et moſt of his country, in conſequence of the 
< jmprovements he has made, is the moſt, ſe- 
« yerely burthened. The moſt valuable claſs 
„of men in the nation, on whoſe labours we 
depend for our very exiſtence, are deprived of 
| © the fruit of their labour, as in proportion to 
« their exertions and expences, ſo in proportion 
will be the exactions of the tiche-owner ;*(8) 
and which moſt undoubtedly is the reaſon 
why agriculture has not improved ſo faſt as 


(7) Annals of Agriculture, vol, xvii, p. 180. 
| (8) Tithes indefenfible, p. 54- | Res 6 HA | 


< 49 ) | 
the other branches of induſtry, (9g) But the 
ſtrongeſt argument that has been uſed in favour 
of the-farmer. is this, that as a tenant he may 
expend a large ſam in improvements, while the 
tithe-owner reaps the profit and the farmer be 
the looſer; for if the expences of a farm 
amount to 200]. and the value of the crop be 
2201. the tithingman takes 221. and the land- 
holder does not get the money which he ex- 
pended. But if through unfavourable weather, 
. or any inevitable misfortune, the value of the 
crop of the farm is not more than 120]. the 
rector takes 121. and the farmer ſuffers a loſs of 
gal. 
Ano. it ha been juſtly remarked, that the 
farmer, whoſe tithes are taken in kind, has 
been prevented from purchaſing thoſe kinds of 

manures — are e as light dren, 


(9) * 25 « When this geotleman (ſays Arthor Sound bete 
«« of rapid advances in wealth and proſperity, I 
«« does not mean in agriculture; he certainly alludes to. 


other branches of induſtry, for in huſbandry the ad- by 


«© vances have been incredibly flow, and painful compared | 
«« with the progreſs in every other path. And why have 
they been ſo. Clearly to the weight of taxes, and eſpe . 
« cially to that of tythe.” Auna, vol. xvi, p. 282. © 

| Nay, a writer on the defence of tithes has acknowledged, 
that 9 incloſures have contributed very largely to agricul- 
* tural improvement. Annals, vol. xvii, p. * 


i 9 3 9 ſuch 


(90 ) 


| ſuch as ſoot, the duft of rape, oil cake; hs mh 
capital and intereſt of which muſt be returned 
by one crop ; whereas the farmer who has com- 
pounded for his tithes, may purchaſe theſe 
kinds of manures, 'if he has a proſpect of 
| making ten per cent. beſides the return of his 
whole capital, by the ace ecken wel r 
N 
Among many other diſadvantages thy rife 
from tithes is the following: — A man has pet- 
haps lived in a farm for fourteen years, has im- 
proved it very much—on: the' renewal of his 
leaſe, his landlord greatly advances his rent on 
finding that his compoſition for tithes was req- 
ſonable. After the'tenant has been in poſſeſſion 
of his new leaſe a ſhort time, the ineumbont dies; 
a new one ſucceeds, of quite a different tem- 
per, raiſes the tithes to double the ſum he paſd | 
before, or takes them in kind; the farmer then 
finds he can with difficulty ſubſiſt on the farm, 
having before expended what he ought to have 
kept in his pocket, and is paying the landlord 
now, what he finds belongs to the elergyman. 
Another peculiar hardſhip, and ſurely a 
diſgraceful practice, (ſays. a. Plain Farmer, in 
Annals of Agriculture, vol. #xi, p. 344. is 
© the taking advantage of e ele compoſition, 


(00 2 vol. xvii, p. 106. „ 


wh ll * 


(„ 


« jn ſtrict law moſt inequitably FO 
* moment the.incymbent is dead and of the 


« farmer being af thet inſtant under the claim 
of paying all his tithes in kind, or ſuffering 
the ſevere. penalties. of his neglect. Thus 


the lands cultivated and ſown, under the 

1 preſumed ſecurity of a ſolemn covenant, are, 
4 on any vacancy before harveſt, liable to be 
e ſubje& to the avoidance. of that covenants 


* and with a parchment at their throats, the 


4 cultivators, under the juſt terrors of the 


« fangs of the law, compelled to ſubmit to a 


« contribution, not unſimilar to what the piſ- 


* col of the plunderer extorts on the highway. 


4 Such advantage was inſtantly and greedily 


« 'ſejzed at Hedingham, and Stiſted, in Eflex, 


both which livings became. vacant in te 


6 ſpring,” | 

The- advocates of the 8 Olen wry 
moſt likely obſerve with 8 certain writer, (1) 
* Were the clergy to take their tithes in kind 


* no ſuch caſes as. theſe would: happen, and 


the univerſality of this practice would be. 
5 very effectual in ſileneing murmurs and diſ- 
content; and, ſays he, no method could 


$ be ſo ſimple and efficacious as de guet the 8 


(0 Obſervaioas on General Commutation of Tithe 
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„„ 
« clergy to take their tithes in kind.” Some 
doubts might however ariſe, whether ſuch a 
compulſory ſyſtem, or rather a combination, 
among the clergy, might not tend to the in- 


jury of the cauſe, and the people would then 


be led to ſuppoſe, that the period was ad- 
vancing © with celerity, when the people of 
England might be brought to ſay, with one 
e voice, we will not pay them." (2) | 

The hardſhip of tithes is ſeen likewiſe from 
the tithe-owner receiving them from turnips, - 
and thoſe fallow crops, which by being con- 
ſumed on the land are no immediate benefit or 


profit to the farmer, (nay often a preſent loſs,) 
but which tend only to ameliorate the ſoil, and 


make it better for the ſucceeding crop, which 
he receives the benefit of. But in this caſe, 
perhaps, as well as in ſome others, the intereſts 
of the impropriator or rector, and the vicar, 
may claſh; for where the great and ſmall 
tithes are in different hands, the farmer is ſure 
to be the ſufferer, as both will be exacted with | 
a greater degree of ſtrictneſs and ſeverity. - 

Reſpecting the oppreſſion and hardſhip of 5 
tithes as an exciſe, I cannot ſhew it more clearly 
than Arthur Young has done, who ſays, 1 it - 


| (a) Annals of Agriculture, vol. xv, p. 5783 Young. 5 
Remarks on * Incloſure Bill, 
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20:8 ON; | 
I am 1 aſked: 0 tithes are odious, I reply; 


| « that that tax which is ſo levied as to invade 
« the right which a man has to conſider his 


houſe as his caſtle, or his field as his exclu- 
five property, is juſtly ſo characterized. 

Does this gentleman want authorities from 
innumerable ſpeeches: in both houſes of par- 
liament, probably even from biſhops them- 


ſelves, that have affixed this epithet to thoſe 
exciſe. Jaws, which deprive Engliſhmen of 


that right to conſider their houſes as their 


caſtles? And will it not be apparent, that 
any tax levied on the produce of land, which 
gives to the ſtate, or its delegates, the power 
of entering into a man's fields, with men, 
and carts, and horſes, often to his damage 3 
and in a different degree even into his gar- 
dens and the receſſes of domeſtic privacy— 
really merits ſuch an epithet nearly as much 


even as'the exciſe laws themſelves? Whe- 


ther the epithet * oppreſlive* is unjuſt, muſt ' 
turn upon this ſimple enquiry : is the re- 
venue of the clergy raiſed by the means 
the eaſieſt to thoſe who pay it? Grantibg ? 


a right in the ſtate to take a portion of 


harſh, inconvenient, _ and miſchievous me- 
** thods of doing it are made uſe of, inſtead 
E 3 | 6 of 
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every man's income for public uſes, if 
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„ 
te of mild; eaſy, and convenient ones, ta bit 
<* an equal income, an ſtate is -oppreflive 
©1064" ſobjeftn"(g); = 1 1's ttt 

Political writers have lad it down as A rule, 


that it is the duty of every government, bel. 
der the taxes impoſed, as equal as can be con. 
trived—as convenient to the contributory as the 


4 


nature of the caſe will admit of as certain · and 
as little burdenſome to the people as poſſible. 
It wants very little foreſight to perceive, that 
the preſent ſyſtem of kithes is not t at 8 
cable to the above rulmme. 
The inconvenience us well as the great injury 
of "the tithe laws towards: individuals, may be 
. ſeen from the reports of the many caſes which 
| have been determined in the different courts of 
law; and it muſt be obvious to every one, that 
the diſputes and animoſities which ſo often ariſe 
between the clergy and their pariſhioners, evi · 
dently tend both to the diſgrace and hindrance. 
of religion tend to the deſtruction of : thoſe 
very purpoſes, for which a Chriſtian miniſtry 
was appointed; for where the clergyman is at 
variance with his pariſhioners, they are at firſt 
led to deſpiſe the man, and path the wp 
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Ia order to preſerve. the peace of the hogs 
dom, and to prevent thoſe innumerable perju- 


ries which might enſue, if a man were allowed 
to bring an action at any diſtance of time, the 


ſtatutes of limitation were paſſed; for the law 
holds that interti ripublicæ ut fit Inis litium.— 
A poſſeſſion therefore for ſixty years is a bar, 


even againſt the prerogative, in derogation of 


the ancient maxim, nullum temp us occurrit regi. 
Twenty years is the time of limitation in any 
writ of formedon, and by conſequence in every 


action of ejectment; and no entry can be made 


by any man, unleſs within twenty years after 
his right ſhall accrue.” All actions of treſpaſs, 
_ (quart. clamſum fregit or otherwiſe,) detinue, 
trover, replevin, account, and caſe (except 


upon accounts between merchants,) debe on 
ſimple contract, or for ariears of rent, are li- 


mited by the ſtatute of 21 James I. chap. xvi, 
to ſin years; after the cauſe of action com- 
menced; (4) As the law of the land holds it to 


be the intereſt of the ſtate; that ſtrife ſhould | : 


ceaſe ; it is ſomewhat remarkable that the above 
ſtatute did not extend to that famous maxim;of 
the church, aullum tempus orcurrit ecclefia, ln 


many of the clergy reſpect too much. Saar \ 
the miniſters of that religion, whoſe: office. it 


vB (4) Blackſione's Comment. vol. iii, p. 9690! | 
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. ducing that very firife _ it is rar duty to 
| prevent. TE He | 3, 


(36 


is to ſpeak “ peace on earth and aha will. 
te towards man, could not refuſe to give up 


that maxim which has been the means of pro- 


i 39 22548" 15 


©« As the tithe-laws now ſtand, "hain which 
e the moſt rapacious of the popiſh clergy would 
% have been aſhamed to make, may be made 
<* and ſubſtantiated by a proteſtant clergyman; 
„ Claims, which have lain dormant for centu- 


* ries—nay, which were never made before, Wir 

* and which neither the buyers and ſellers of 

t eſtates ever thought of, may be brought for- . _ 
ward and ſupported by law, to the great in- | 


e jury and diſtreſs of private families. Agree- 
<« ments fairly made hundreds of years age for 


. < compoſitions, if the written evidences of 


e thoſe agreements be loſt, may be ſet -alide, © _. 
<* although thoſe compoſitions have been regu- 
<« larly. paid, during the memory of the oldeſt 

< man living. And in ſhort, as the ſtatutes of 

<«< limitation do not extend to the demands of .. 

4 the clergy, and as in a court of law, the anus 


e proband; lies upon the laity, the greateſt poſ- 


e ſible encouragement is given to the clergy to 
% haraſs their pariſhioners with nen for 
I tithes in kind. () 14 


(5) Tithes Indeſenũble, p · 70. 


- 


x In 3 


© 2 


la February 1772, Mr. H. Seymour 3 . | 
a the Houſe of Commons, for leave to bring ; 17 
in a bill, to ſecure the poſſeſſions of the ſubject, | S| 
againſt the dormant: claims of the church. i -. [| 
obſerved, he had given notice of his intention 
the preceding ſeſſion, that country gentlemen | 5 
might have time to enquire among their conſti- Z 
| tuents, whether ſuch claims had not been made | 
to the alarm and oppreſſion of private families. 
He ſaid, acts of limitation had paſſed at diffe- 
rent periods for the relief and ſecurity of every 
perſon poſſeſſed of property, and in order that 
that property might be aſcertained; and to add 
to the ſecurity of the ſubject, the crown. had 
given up its nullum tempus power. The church 
now ſtood ſingle againſt the lay- ſubjects of the 
erown, and ſuperior in point of legal power to 
the crown itſelf, That length of poſſeſſion which | 
fortified, and ſtrengthened legal right and juſt 2 
title, in every other caſe, did in this alone, render 
them more weak and uncertain. He added, that 4 
various inſtances might be mentioned to ſhe- ©} [30 Bs 
how oppreſſive this church power had been | 
uſed ; but he would name one only, which was „ 1 
well known to the gentlemen of the law; ge . 
meant that of à member of that houſe, (WoW 
afterwards acknowledged the fact,) whoſe f. 
rg was, at this . one hundred and | 
e twenty - | 

| 


F ! 


a — 
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. 
twenty thouſand pounds worſe, by the claim of 
3 biſhop upon his lands, after quiet poſſeſſion 
for above one hundred years. He laid. he wa 
| ready to give the poor parochial elergy any 
. eaſe or advantage that could. be pointed out, 
and that he had deſired the two metropolitam 
to conſider in what manner this en ee e 
effect ually done. oy hes 3 I” ee 
Lord N orth, and the lord ae of Scot- 
| land, oppoſed the reading of the bill. But the 
lord advocate acknowledged that a law of a'fi- 
milar nature had paſſed in Scotland: and that the | 
whole kingdom, clergy, as well as laity, by vn 
the very beſt effects from it. 
Mr. Seymour replied, ell w qv: firl 
time ſince he was in parliament; that the mini- 
ſer had objected to the reading of a bill, which 
was calculated to promote a public good, b 
redteſſing a public grievance. He ſaid, the 
miniſter had on this occaſion mentioned the 
poor clergy only as a mark to fereen the rich; 
that poverty was made uſe of as an inſtrument 
to defend ſuperfluity and luxury. If the poor 
olergy were the ohjects of his lordſhipꝰs care and 
regard, Why had he lately given his brother a 
biſhoprie of two thouſand pounds per annum; 
beſides two livings in cummendam. His lord- 
ws ag" have beſtowed the two n at 


K 2D 


im ag on the poor clergy. 


By; bf 


* va; Wc lergy, when he acquainted him with the con- 
a ents of the bill. Was he to underſtand when 
ou, I he appeared ſmiling and courteous, and made 
item no objection, that, at that moment he meant 


oppoſition? He acknowledged, he did not un- 
derſtand his lordſhip's miniſterial countenance, 


parently approved, he meant to oppoſe. 1 4 4 


moſt 
cots 
ſi. 
the Lord North obſerved, it was the etiquette of 
nd 


{t refuſed in good humour, This was very well 
I underſtood by courtiers; but for the informa». 
h tion of ſuch i ignorant, honeſt country gentle» 


explain, that when he only-nodded or ſqueezet] 


* 
e 
: the hand, or did not W een 


Womb 


On the diviſion, the majority ein the 
reading of the bill was only 24 votes. Againft 
the reading of it dure For it aan. ches. 
ler's Debates.) 


« lands of a layman can only be fotalhj dif- 
by * of tithes, under the ſtatutes of 


« Oy” 


1 


" 8 rule of — Fee to 8 hs 


5 | 
tis lordſhip, why he did n enten phe: 


having never attended his levees; but for tho 
future he ſhould underſtand, that when he ap- 


me miniſter, if he could not grant the fayous | 
97 aſked of him, at leaſt to ſend, home the perſon . 


men, as. Mr. Seymour, he thought it right to 


N * 


always meant No. eee 


( 60 ) 


Henry the eighth, for diſſolving of religiou 
* houſes, and partially diſcharged, by in var 
% ble cuſtom during the time of legal memory, 
„ or by an agreement between the owner and 
the parſon, with the conſent of the patron 
« and ordinary, eee to the 110 Elizabeck 
4 1571. 1989 + Ter N 
A pteſeription de non Acts or un ex · 
ce emption from all tithes, without having made 
* any compenſation for them, is not allowed to 
« a layman, unleſs he can prove the preſerip- 
4 tion to have originated in a religious or ec- 
< cleſiaſtical perſon, and produce title to that 
.« preſcription by act of parliament, 
Hence when the Rev. Mr. Bree rector 
* of Middleton upon the Woulds im Yorkſhire, 


choſe to take advantage, as many more of 


* 
* 


the clergy have done, of that fanjous maxim 
© in law,—revered by the church undoubtedly, 
* however oppreſſive to the laity, —Nulzm 
* tempus occurrit ecchfie, and filed his bill in 


the Exchequer in the year 1762, againſt 
% Manby, one of his pariſhioners, for great 
© and ſmall ilbes of his lands, although Man- 
« by proved by witneſſes, that no titbe, modus, 


* or compoſition had, within the memory of 


man, been paid for thoſe lands, it was de- | 
» en that the non 3 of | tithes, 


" —_ 


fue 3 

„ though for time immemorial, was no ex- 
« emption from the payment of them, unleſs 
« jt was ſet out and eſtabliſhed by the defend- 
« ant, that ſuch exemption aroſe from the 
« lands having been parcel of one of the 
« preater abbies: And it was decreed, that 
« Manby muſt account to the rector for the 
i tithes of thoſe lands for which he claimed 
« theexemption. Manby was therefore obliged 
to pay to the rector the tithes of his lands 
for many years paſt; which, with the ex- 
e pences of the ſuit, greatly reduced his pro- 
« perty, and left his family to lament. the 
effects of the tithe-la ws. , 

% A modus decimandi, known by a name 1 
« a modus, can only be ſupported. againſt: a 
« claim for titbes in kind, by proof of immemo- 
rial uſage; and the law, as it now ſtands, 
« determines, that the time of memory ſhall 
* commence from the reign of Richard the 
te firſt, —an. era full ſix hundred years diſtant | 
from the preſent time. (6), And any ancient 
* modus may be ſet aſide, by proof of its non- 
* exiſtence in any part of the long period of 

(6) „ It bees e that he date of legal pre- 
** ſcription or memory, ſhould Rill continue to be reckoned 
from an era ſo very an "i fears gd c. 
vol. i ü. p. 3% a 5 5 5 ; 

| 46 time 


(6) 


«© time berwert the reign of Richard 66 0 

and che preſent day: and if the .magdyus- ſe 

n up in oppoſition to ritbes in kind, is ſo 

large, that it exceeds what the value oi the 

E tithes in kind could have been in the tim of 

„Richard the firſt, it deſtroys elf by i 

4 ternal marks of a later origin. 

«© In the caſe of Chapman and Sach Trin, 

« Term, 27 and 28 George II. lord chancellot 

4 Hardwicke obſerved, the payment of a mur 

1 of ninepence an acre, * could not have ſub- 

* fiſted time out of mind,” (i. e. from the time 

| of Richard the firſt) * from the alteration of 

| © the: value of money; becauſe ninepence an 

5 | AL ®* acre, muſt have been much above the value 

of the tithes of the land, at the time «he 
modus or compoſition muſt be ſuppoſed to 

© commence, which, by the law of England (a | 

pretty extraordinary law, ſays he, I believe 

unlike the law of any other country) is the 

* time of the aufe of nn "0p | 

* firſt to the holy land.” 

An agreement made 1 44 afor 

ct a modus, between the owners of lands in the 
« pariſh of Burton Coggles, in the county of 
« Lincoln, and the rector of the pariſh, and 
confirmed by a decree i in Chancery in 1677, 

66 was ſet aſide one hundred years after it was 

| [ * | LO d : . * made. : 


LT % 


TE PE 


te made. In conſequence of the agreement 
« with the rector of Burton Coggles, for a 
« money-payment in lieu of zithes in kind, the 
« open lands of the. pariſh. were incloſed in 
« 1664; and in 1677, it was decreed in Chan- | 
« cery, that the lands and tenements in the 
% pariſh, ſnould ſtand diſcharged, and freed 
of and from the payment of titbes in kind, 
and of all manner of other ſitbes and dues, 
except the ſum of 961. 88. 7d. to be paid 
© to the rector of Burton Coggles, his ſuc- 
* ceflors and aſſigns. This payment had been 
regularly made, to the rector for the time 
being, from the peric 
6 till the year 4756, when the R 
« became rector; and Dr. Blair! 
ceived the ſame payment for ſeveral. years) | 

« afterwards, . But at length, the Doctor ſpied 

te out the nakedneſs of the original agreement 
in 1664, —queſtioned the validity of the 
* decree in Chancery in 167%. — filed his bill 
« for 1ithes in kind, and obrained them, ( a. 


47) © Vide alſo the caſe of Lloyd and Mortimer, in the |: | 
„ Exchequer, Mich. Term, 16 George III. in which an * 
agreement by indenture, dated azno 1676, for a modus, 3 
n was ſet aſide by the Rev. Mr, Lloyd, in the year 1773. . 
*The agreement in 1676, was executed by the patron, 

* vicar, and biſhop, and expreſſed to continue for ever. 
* Bat Mr. Lloyd did not think himſelf bound by it; and. 
* the leiter of the law was on his fide undoubtedly.” 


« A real 


— — 


1 80 } 
A real compoſition i is founded on an agree 


t ment made between the owner of lands and 
the parſon, with the approbation of - the: 


«« patron and ordinary, and is a. diſcharge 
* from the payment of tithes, in conſequence 
* of land, or other real recompenee having 
© been given to the parſon, in ſatis faction 


< thereof. But ſince the 13th Elia. no rea! 


* compoſition is good for any longer term than 
te three lives, or twenty one years; and as 
*« agreements for compoſitions are now ſeldom 
* made but with the parſon ow they 9 80 


no validity after his death. 


© In 1769, the Rev. John Bros rotor of the 


_ « pariſh of Ryſolm, in the county of Lincoln, 


et exhibited his bill in the Court of Exchequet 


46 againſt Charles Chaplin, Eſq. the ner and 
5 occupier of two thouſand acres of land, for 
* tithes in kind. Mr. Chaplin infiſted on an 
t ancient compoſition, by an agreement of the | 
m parſon, patron, and ordinary, before the 


“ reign of Quten Elizabeth, by virtue of 


«© which an annual payment of 151; 108. 14d. 


« was fixed in lieu of, and in full ſatisfaction 
for all tithes, Mr. Chaplin's father pur- 


% chaſed the eſtate, in the year 172 1, of Lord 


6 Tyrconnel, and by the agreement between 


"08 them, an allowance v was made to the pur- 
| "0 chaſer 


« chaſer for the various out-payments, and for 
« 151, 108. 14d: to be paid to the rector f 
« Ryſolm, in lieu of tithes, * From the jear 
« 1721 to 1767, this annual payment was re- 
e gularly made. But Mr. Bree, ſoon after his 
6 gas to. ane deen n uber i in | 
« kind. ; 
« Ir is Wee an tate Fry 
&« ſtance, that although Mr; Bree claimed hes 
« in kind, and is called the rector, there has 
/ * not been in Ryſolm,? ſays the report of this 
| caſe, any church or place of public worſhip, | 
nor any parſonage houſe, any reſident mini- 
* ſter, nor any divine ſervice within time of 
© memory,—if ever. The rectory (if it be 
* properly” ſo called) is an 1 abſolute lidecure: 
and it is not contended, that tithes in kind 
© were ever received or demanded [by a 1 
Mr. Breeꝰs predeceſſors. . 987 
VM. Chaplin had A pendbti rutlve rhou- 
« ſand pounds in improving his eſtate, in con· 
, fidence, that it was not ſubject to liche in 
Kind, and that all the improvements which 
*® he made, would be for his own adyantage. 
«. But Mr. Bree obtained litbes in kind, as Mr. 
Chaplin, at ſuch a diſtance of time, was not 
able to prove an agreement ſulfciegt, in, lay, | 
* <ſtabliſh the compoſition. . The cauſe was 
. e 


OW; 


66 catried into che Houſe of Lords, 8 
125 debate upon it, lord Mansfield aid, Mr. 


. Chaplin's was an #4RD cast, but that how- | 
< cyer. deſirous their, lordſhips might be, to 
© relieve Mr. Chaplin, it was impofiblete fy 


in the face of the law.” (8). Hs declared, if a 
« bill were brought into the Houſe, 0 pro» 
* vide for the elergy in ſome ather way! than 
5 by tithes, and in a manner more ſuitable to 
10 their office, it ſnquld have his W 58 
äcurrence and firm ſupport. „ne 
« Az, neither Mr. Bree, nor any at his pre: 
« deceſſors, in the memory of any perſon 
< living, had ever performed any, religious 
duty within the pariſh of Ryſolm, ng. work 
te was done, and therefore no wages were dye, 


« Lord chancellor King, obſerved, in the caſo 
© of Chapman and Monſon, in Hilary Term, 
* 3 Geo, II.. Tithes are the reward forthe rare 
c * ſhe parſon takes of the ſoult of At poriſpioners, 
in which caſe the labourer is worthy. of bis lire. 


« .If. then the parſon takes go care of Be: ſouls 


« in his pariſh, why ſhould any of thoſe 1 7 
(e) *The office oA Jadge, l 2 We 


©. dicere, and not juz dere 56 interpret Jaw 


«+ make law or give lag; Therefore, ey ee | 
jadge, may be of the impolicy of 1 ** be js . 
bog ee 


id his judicial capacity, to 1 
e e e 


« fouls | N 


4%) 


« 1;thes in kind before.“ 


Surely enough has now been enten to 


prove, that the hardſhip af titben, with regard 


to individuals, is fo great, as to prevent thoſe 


improvements which would otherwiſe take place, 
were there @ commutation or 4 artes Ne a 
paid in lieu of the. 


We ate now to conſider, Avia; che eff ; 


of Tithes with reſpect to the community. 


Is examining. the above, I ſhall lay bet 
the reader the arguments that have been em- 
ployed by writers on each ſide the queſtion, and 
ſhalt endeavour to draw fuch concluſions from (| 


them as are founded on truth. 


Under the laſt head, 1 think it was, clearly 
ſhewn, that the hardſhip of tithes was ſo great 


as to prevent thoſe improvements in agriculture 
which . would otherwiſe take Place, were there 


2 commutation. (9). If chat i is As we. ny 


„ Tithes ladefenGble, p. — 


(9) “It ſeems to e . the Pvt” 5 
« of tithes in kind is a material obſtacle to the adrancement 


_ © of agriculture, According to the preſent mode of col- 


2 "I * tax, r eraſes natarel prodit of. 
F 2 . "4 6) 25 + ©. 600 the 


F4 


& ſouls pay * tithes t Mr. Bree certainly Ho 
« performed no duty, to entitle him to the re- 
« ward of tithes in kind of two thouſand acres 
« of improved land, which had never 00. 


tf 


(6) 


ſay with race (o) that it is beyond all the 

powers of calculation to conjecture what js the 
amount of the annual loſs ſuſtained by the 
community, in conſequence of the moſt ill. 
| Judged ſyſtem being continued in ſuch effective 


force over the kingdom, except in that ſmall 
portion of it emancipated by bills of incloſure, 
If it operates in full power over. fifteen mil- 
lions of cultivated acres, producing at the ave- 
rage of 21. 58. 6d. per acre, 34,125,000 and 
affects their culture only to the amount of one 


tenth, it prevents a product of 3,412,500l. per 
annum. And that this is but a moderate eſti. 


a, the land ; but a tenth of the capital employed in trade 
«« If a man employs 100]. in trade, he receives his profits, 
e without aoy deduQion ; but if he ſhopld lay out this 00. 
«« ona ſpeculation of improving a piece of land (ſay drain · 


e ing a bog,) he finds, if his ſcheme ſucceeds, that the | 


hs produce is not all his own ; : the tirhe- owner comes and 


„ takes away one centh, (which is probably all the profit, 


« after deduQting common, intereſt for money expended,) 


„and this from off land that never afforded any tithe fince 
the creation, nor ever would have done, had not this ſpi- 
e rited improver laid out this Tool, on improving this bog, 2 


ve rather than employing it in trade, where he could have 
te received at leaſt 10l. per cent. for his money. The bog 
«© would then have continued unprofitable, and the tithe- 


* owner would have received xo injury; for neither he, nor 
« any of his predecefſors; had ever reaped any. advantage” 
| «from it.” | Report to Board of Agriculture by Mat Bailey 
2 Calley, for the County of Cumberland—1794.' | | 
(o) Annals of Agriculture, vol. i, p. 73. mate, 


4 
* 


£4). 


mate, will appear to any one e who rele a at- ö 


tentively on the ſubject. 
Another writer ſays, of 1 1 to an 


10 improved and increaſing tillage, which eyer 55 


« did or almoſt can exiſt, where the liberty 
“and property are protected by the law, tythe 


« is ſurely the greatelt ; nevertheleſs, though 


« the groſs and glaring inconveniences ariſing 


both to the public and individuals, from that 


« moſt oppreſſive and impolitic of all taxes, 
are as generally acknowledged as extenſively 
felt, yet every propoſal to procure a com- 


e munication of it, and brought forward by 


men in exalted ſtations has been ſo totally 


© unſucceſsful, that no common occaſion could 


<4 perhaps warrant the preſumption of a private 
« individual even to mention it again, But 
« when ſo ſolemn a declaration, from ſuch au- 


1 thority as that of the Lords of Council, oy 


„ warrants the apprehenſion, that if America 


* ſhould be adyerſe, (1) or ſeas ſhould be 
(i) „ The Committee are further impreſſed dar ds | | 


1 importance of this ſubjsct, and ate the more induced to 


* think, that it requires immediate attention, as from o- 


« counts they have received of the produce and conſump- 


tion of corn in moſt European countries, they are in- 


* clined to believe, that in ordinary years the produce; of 
© corn in Europe is not more than equal to the conſump- 
« tion of its inhabirants 3 and that whenever. the crops fail 

p | F 3 | i 0 


TT) „ 
« ſtormy; or an enemy's cruizers ſheuld be 
C ſycceſsful—Britain may want bread, any vii | 
® may ſurely be allowed to ſay, what” in his 
1 opinion might obviate ſo formidable à ela- 
| < mity; and if means exiſt for enabling her 
i cn ſoil to produce the deſired plenty; it nay 
« not be unreaſonable to hope, that the mea- 
« ſure formerly rejected becauſe it was difficult, 
© may be now undertaken if it ſhould be 9 85 1 
„not impoſſible. 1e 
My preſent purpoſe,” ſays he,“ will be 
merely to point out to the many, whofe fitu- 
ation has not led them to acquaintance with 
the ſubject, the neceffary tendency of tithe | 
to check improvements · of agriculture "in. 
general, and moſt particularly to check the 
cultivation of tern. The operation of tithe a 
indeed is ſo various, according to the tem- 
pers of men on whom the collection depends, 
that it would be fearcely poſſible, through 
the moſt laborious inveſtigation, to calculate 
&« with any approach to exactneſs, the amounts 
8 © of the injury ſuſtained by the public through - 
„chat oppreſſive tax. But a very little con- 5 


R 2 


2 & 8 32 8 22 


4 in wy degree, the deficiency tan EN be ropplies tha 

* the harveſt in America.” Repreſentation of the Lords of = 
he Commirire of Connell 6 on Woes e ugh 
hr 1790. nne ; 
' Kderation 


CF 
« fideration may convince any diſpoſed to the 
* enquiry; that the amount of the miſchief, 
« by which nobody profits, is very: great. A 
* miſchief by which nobody prafits is a de- 
* ſcription, which I do not at all fear to apply 


ö «© to tithe.” (2) 
. <« That tithe has a diredt WF Si to „ 


N " rage- improvement of every kind, is too ob- 


4 But it is much to our preſent; purpoſe to 


< lar tendeney to check improvements in til- 
« lage, and to occaſion à preference of feeding 
to arable land. For tithe operates much leſs 
« icquriovfly upon feeding land little induſ- 
try is there employed capital is beſtowed 
not upon the land but upon tack ; and except 


„i che article af baz. the. ziche that can bs 


* taken is comparatively imall. , 
Another argument that bas been brought 
agaipft.cithes is, that © tithes are incompatible = 


15 Mitford on the ear OY "OO xv, 

9. Burke ſpeaking on the church Eftdbliſficiedr, in fs 

Letter on the French Revolution, p · 155, ay, % Revennes, 

« which taken from no perſon are ſet apart 3 
What does Mr, B. mean ? Bat. be Ne EE 

F4 > 44 woe; 


« vious to require more than to be mentioned. 


* obſerve, that beſide a general tendency to 
* check alt improvement, tiche has a parcicu- . 


* 
* 
T 


* with the inveſtrgent of of large ſums in wel. 147 
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ec ture; and conſequently „ 
« the proſperity of agriculture, Wb ſo with 
.* that of the nation.“ ()jꝛ' ie te 

Another diſſuaſi ve reaſon for In me of: 
the preſent ſyſtem, is the taking away from the 
farmer the hay and ſtraw, which are ſo eſſen- 
tially neceſſary to the production of manure. 
And by manure the farmer renovates his land. 
He is therefore not only deprived of the fruit 
of his land (by tithes) but of chat like wiſe 
which can make his land fruitful. In the way 
therefore in which the farmer is deprived of his 
produce this year, he is alſo deprived of the 
means of obtaining a future produce. With 
the tithes in kind this year, are loſt part of the 
means of producing manure, for the purpoſe of 
. raiſing grain the next year. Hence the evil 
effects of tithes are not immediate only, or ſuch 
as end with the year, but they extend into fu - 


_ in an accumulated degree. (4) 
0 There are great quantities of tithes. i in this : 


« Kingdom collected, by NOS: RN on is 


(53) Annals, vol. x, p. 401. : 
(4) Tithes indefeofible, p. 563. In former times, when EL 
there were but a few acres of glebe held with the parſonage, . 
1 aſt heard that ſome tithe- owners have fold their manure _ 
a cheaper rate to the farmers in their titaing; but th the 
3 of ſtraw is now ſo high, that a preſent advantage is 
deemed my better than a warts one at a _ Hit. + 
LO; par- 


: 7 


| ta 
particularly injured, not only by the i incon- 


« yenience and delay it gives him in getting in 
« his harveſt,” but by the ſtraw: and hay, 


« amounting to a tenth part yearly being taken . 


« from his farm, which is particularly felt as 
« a very heavy Joſs in the return of manure, 


« and indeed amounts to an irreparable one, 


« provided the land is ſituated: at ſuch à diſ- 
te tance from a town, as to render it impoſſible 
&* to fetch manure to profit, that is, at the diſ- 


* tance of ſix or ſeven miles; beſides the ga- 


4 thering, and carrying off the tithe, is event- 
« vally an injury to the owners of the tithes 3 
for were that one tenth of the manure yearly 


returned to the land from which it is ga- L 


ie thered, in courſe the increaſe would be much 


greater, as it operates by accumulation like 
cc compound intereſt upon money. Res The 


only real hardſhip I have felt from:tithes.is, 

« ſuch as this, the year before laſt 1 marled 2 
« piece of land of ten acres, and it coſt me five 
pounds per acre; for I drew. the marl near & 


« mile, and it is a ſort of ſtuff that requires, 


« after being ſpread, to lie open to a winter 


.« froſt, before the land is ploughed, in order | \ 
to reduce and incorporate it with the ſoil, _ 
« I drained the field at the expence of five 


"= 2 per acre, and TRIS it five times 


7:6 the 
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the laſt ſummer,; and nbw my tiches are fo be | 
© valued, and conſequently I mult give the 
value of one acre; or the produce of it will 
be taken from me, before I have had 4 L 
ling of return,” This is very hard ind 
4 unreaſonable, ſuch complaints as theſe are 
« very common and very juſt, and upon en: 
* ene of waſtes the hardſhip is often 
greater.“ Such complainants are the per- 
« ſons I wiſh to fee redreſſed, not only on their 
« own account, but for the ſake of the com- 
© munity at large, for gathering the tithes in 
* kind is very burthenſome; and if they are 
< valued yearly and ſold at a fair and juſt 
© price, they are "_ a anne on ce 
«t ment. . SN FROG NL: 
A 1 to the 3 nay; be 
=o: likewiſe in thoſe pariſhes tliat are largez 
where, from the diſtance of the tithe-corn from 
the parſonage, much of it is not only often da - 
maged by the untowardneſs of the weather, but 
is ſometimes rendered good for nothing. And 
here, perhaps, it may not be amiſs to make a 
calculation of the amount of the loſs, Which 
the public ſuſtains from this ill. judge mode 
; merely from the number of horſes, which are 


th (5) Biſhton's Report to the Board 2 adele. of the 
| Cn Ig N 1 ; 
: . obliged : 


tw 2 5 


ebliged to be kept, more than there would be 
a neceſſity for; were the tithes compounded for, 
Let us conſider. It is ſuppoſed that there are 


about 10,000 pariſhes, (8) and that more than one 
third are in lay hands and in appropriations; (7) 5 


and if we calculate that many clergymen take 


their tithes in kind, or let them out to an ind 
vidual, we may, I think, ſuppoſe that tithes 


are paid in kind throughout half the pariſhes, 


Now, it is known to every farmer, that if he 


had his own tithes, he could carry them in, at 
the ſame expence of horſes and ſervants as he 


does now, while on the other hand the tithe - 
owner is obliged to keep horſes on purpoſe 3 
two, perhaps, in a ſmall pariſh, and four in a 
large pariſh, more than there would be any ocs 

caſion for, pfovided the tithes were not paid in 


1 


kind; but as in ſome caſes many tithe- owners 


might not be obliged to keep more horſes on | 
account of taking tithes in kind, and as ſorne 


pariſhes conſiſt chiefly of marſh-land or paſture! 


land, we ſhall not ſurely exaggerate, when we 
ſtare. the number of horſes that are bent 944 meh 


([.) Letters on Tithe, in * of Agr. vol. xviii, p. 51 7. 
ſay.— 
of pariſhes to be more than .g000 ; three of them vary 28 


follows: 9284—g407—and 9778.” Bot Carey, in bis 


Engliſh Atlas, ſtates the aumber to be 10,492. | Edit. 8 
(7) See p. 27, of this work, | . 


*« All the accounts that 1 have ſeen make the aumber 


one 
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ene in each pariſh, more than ee 5 


Upon calculations that have been made reſpec. f 


ing the expence of keeping each horſe, by 


Arthur Young and others, it will be found * 


coſt 121. 128. per horſe, per annum; (8) that 


multiplied by 10,000 will make 126,000). per 


annum—a ſum which, perhaps, ſome may think 
not very great upon the aggregate, but which, 


if applied towards the encouragement of agti- 


culture, would tend to the very great benefit of 


the ſtate. Nothing is here calculated for the 
maintenance of the ſervants, employed witk 


theſe horſes, who might be made uſe of in 
a better manner—in improving of the land.— 
The expence of keeping ſuch a number of 
horſes more than is wanted muſt (if in no other 


eſpecially at this time when we do not gro- 


corn ſufficient for the ſuſtenance of man. 


Mach has been written and many arguments 
been made uſe of on both ſides reſpecting tithe 


being a 4ax, ( 9) Or A rent, (i. ©.) a conſideration 


1 I thiok the average ow will be found to be at 
Edit. | 
(9) Letter to Arthor vol, and his Anſwer. * In 

** making a few obſervations on. his eſſay, I cannot defire 

** to place the queſtion in a properer and more judicious | 

« light than this geatleman bas himſelf done, by ſtating. 

0 tithes to * the n of rs "0 admiſfion, a 


e 2 


(m7 ) 
paid for the excluſive privilege of cultivating 
and reaping on certain lands; being à part of 
the condition ſubjet to which lord Yer og: were. 
originally granted. 2 py 
By a tax, I bodenddd. A park of a u 
« property taken from him by law for the 
« public- ſervice.” (o) © That what is taken 
« from him ſhould be bis property is a part of 
* the definition, which i is eſſential to the objec- 
« tion: becauſe, if it be not his property, its 
being taken from him can be no juſt ground 
« of complaint. The queſtion then isla the 
« tithe or any part of it the property of the 
e Jandholder or occupier? Objections to tithes 
« would: probably vaniſh, (ſays the ſame writer) 
c were it but duly conſidered, that every eſtate 
« which hath been in any way acquired ſince 


« the egen of riches 1. this gn. pave was. | 


— * 3 


1 very 1 one, -thewi at once to Juttify me in KAR 
«« ſentiog:tithes as a tax, for that property which is at the 
*« diſpoſition of the ſtate; and appropriated te the mains, 
** tenance of certain orders of wen, is unqueſtionably a tax; - 
„ whether in the ſhape of tithes for the-clergy,. of cuſtoms; 
* and exeiſes for ſoldiers and faijors, of poundage for-col-. 
15 leRors, or of tolls for paſſing through gates: whatever is 


© raiſed on the public, by che authority of the ſtate, moſt\ 


«© beto every intent and enn e . vol. xvi, 


E wo oat 3 
1 A Defence to the e Right of Tiches, p. 8. 0 # 
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acquired chargeable with tithes z, (i, "Y in 
＋ other words, the excluſive right of culti. 
«, vating and reaping on any: Janc as AC 
10 quired, ſubjelt to the condition of the payment 
H a leni part its produce. ta tht, clergy. 
That the tithe is the property of the land- £ 
holder then, is a miſtake, and the comp 
4 in queſtion is groundleſs. Nay—ſg entirely 
without foundation is this complaint, tbat 
< were the order of the clergy even aholiſhed,ꝰ 
< the landholder would have. no, juſt, claim to 
| « the tithe, In ſuch a caſe the tithe, . would 
belong to the public; and ought ta be fdife 
<« poſed of as would be molt conducive to the 
© advantage of the community; that is, per- 
« haps they ought: to be ſold for the payment 
& af the national debt, If it be ſaid, that they 
< ſhould: be aboliſhed for the encouragement o 
6 NT it Owe 2 proved that their . 


4 * * RE 


* This Ng a te Caray . 

the caſe fairly; for he ſuppoſes hat never has koppened in 
any of thoſe ſtates that have ultered the tithe-ſyſtem. And 
God forbid, that it ſhould ever take place in this 8 0 
dom —that the order of the clergy ſhould be aboliſhed. 
The caſe is this, that ſoppoling the clergy are not aboliſhed," | 
(which ſurely is the moſt likely ſuppoſition,) then, though = 
the preſent en ſhould be aboliſhed, the fatmers would 
have to pay their quota towards 1 > dee equally. od. 
een bp. th e wy man tb 
„ 15 | «  aboli- ö 


; = 5 423 * 
= d Fo 


(2g 2 


6 abolition would encourage agriculture to ſuck | 
« a degree as would be a compepſation to. the 
public. To effect this ; it would be neceſſary 
« that the adyaptages: of, the Abolition, ſhould 
© be ſecured to the occupiers; of lands. But is 
« is clear, that in a ſhort time, theſe. adyan- 
tages would fall into the hands of the land - 
« lord; for they would let their farms. 2 * 
« proportionabiy adyanced rent.“ (1) 
In anſwer to the foregaing argument. 4 4 
been urged, (2) that, *.in che poſſeſſion. of my 
« eſtate 1 am in the ſituation. of the original 
* occupant z and am bound to ſhew my title to 
no man; it is in no wiſe incumbent on me to 
ſhew to any one whether, it is mine by pur- 
chaſe or inheritance; and if I can prave any. 
10 impoſition or incumbrance upon it to have 
40 bad its origin in injuſtice, I ought to be diſ- 
« charged from it, There were no tithes paid. 
in England, except voluntary, until the reign |, / 
_ of Offa (7945) nor had any perſon a right to 
them by law before that time; was not the 
tithe then the property of my anceſtor ot the 
| original, occupant; if not, wha d it ben, 
= to in this country? of 
la the Engliſh hiſtory » we «fn, thee have 


4 Tithes Defence, P- 19=29, * . ; 
(a) Annals of Agriculture, vol. «ell; prindy.5 
KS | 6 : bis” 


% 


. ber ler ce on the lands af 
England, which they are now nb lange?b bk 
«'thened with, ſuch as peter · pence, the old 


| « the ninth ſheaf, the ſhip-money, d 25 
44 and a hundred impoſitions. If it is faid that 


©. be diſcharged from it, becauſe they purchaſed 


f Kal that account; then it follows that the right | 
« muſt be held as 4 perpetual land tax. By 


405 800 years, was ' aboliſhed. Every houſe in 
„ this kingdom, during that time, was pur- 


therefore, according to the above idea, che 

parliament ought not to have aboliſhed it in 

* favour of the land- owner. Every year an 
Act is 0 for the granting to his Macy | 


p 4 : 8 , 
N 9, 
* n * * 4 
13 K 1 » * * 
* * — 
8 "3, N 
. - 


4 ſubſidy of the nintk land, the ninth fleece, 


« tithes ate not the property of the "owner of 

« the land, becauſe he never purchaſed them, 40 
© the tendency of "ſuch a doctrine has not been 6 
e thoroughly conſidered, as it would tend to 


deſtroy the whole landed interelts of Great- 8 
Britain. For if an impoſition on land, by Fe 
67 continuing until it leſſen the value of our - 
4% lands, becomes the property of the impoſer, 0 
and ſubſequent purchaſers have no right io 4 


ſubject to this incumbrance, and cheaper on 


the asth of Hen. VIII, Peter's pence, which 
« was paid to the ſee of Rome yearly, during 


« chaſed” with this incumbrance on it and, 


% an p 
* 
- 


3 
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* un aid by a land tax except therefore this 
« aid is granted | next year by our repreſenta- 
« tives, it may be aſked, to whom would this | 
part belong? The fact then appears to be.. 
« that neither the clergy, nor impropriatorr 
es has any more right to tithes, than the king ' 
« has to the land tax; and the king has no 
« right to the land tax any longer than the 

people of England chink ſuch a tax aan 
* ſaſye n 2 24 

Another writer ſays,” 6; 1 BY lap alk 
« themſelves, by what tenure any one among 
«them has a better right than any other to reap 
« the produce of any particular field, and to 
« exclude others of the laity from it. They 
* muſt anſwer, by the laws of the country in 
« which they reſide; but the ſame laws have | 
« ojiven the clergy a right to a decimal part. 
* If obedience is due to the laws in one 2 ad 
« it is due alſo in the other.” (4) \ 

All this muſt be very readily . $1 3.56 
for no man who has informed himſelf 'in the | 
leaſt reſpecting tithes, can helitate a moment Z Tee 
with regard to the clergyman' s /itle to them. 5 
But let me aſk Dr. Knox in return, whether the _ | 
legiſlature has not a right to reviſe: thoſe. er | I. 1 N 


(3) Annals of Agriculture, vol. xvii, p. 186, 295 7 „ 
OQ@ Knox's Eflays, vol. i, p. 48. 


8 


"(> 8 ) 


if they appear oppreſſive and injurious: to the 


community ?—It is evident that the; legiſlature 
has ſuch a power. The farmers are then much 
indebted to Dr. Knox, for the liberality he has 
expreſſed towards them, and the honour he has 
done them, when he ſays, the objeQions to 


them (tithes) originate in ſelfiſhneſs, greedineſs, 


and the unfeeling ſtupidity of irreligion. Let 
me, in reply, aſſure him, and thoſe of the like 
ſentiments with him, that Rardly any farmer 
objects to the maintenance of the clergy ;—nay, 


they think, in many caſes, their ſtipend is too 


an (5) But the thing er ys Gy is the 


650 The melancholy — of many of the 1 
be learned from the following article. It well deſerves the 
conſideration of thoſe who call reformation, innovation. 

Tube following ten gentlemen were lately eleQed by the 
1 of Mr. Stock's liberal. ne 51 ire ten 

ound each, viz. 

| The Rev. John Evans, curate of Lin, is Angleſes, 
having five young childreh;, and 251. per annum. | 
+ The Rev. James Rice, curate of Buguviley, and Bettus, 


Radnorſhire, Wn oung che 1 351 per 


; annum. 


The Rev. Ihe 2 corate of Michael. ſtone: 'Vedow, 


in — bent 0 young euer and n : 


per due. | 


.' The Rev. Joby Shaka 3 of 0 Mingge- | 
meryſhire, having fix young children, and 251. per annum. 
The Rev: James Marſhall, curate of Ireby, in Cumber- 


land, —" eight young children,” and 928 ow An. 
10 : £- FR 


The 


6 
mode of prauiſion by tithes, and when the far- 
mers ſee that a very great part of the om in 


The Rev. Evan Meredith, curate of dust, Maymonth- 
thre, -having four young children, and 131. per annuum. 
The Rev. Rees Price; curate of Burwarton, and Wheat 


annum. DN. 

The Rev. James Rowlands, curate of Abbes; ets 
marthenſhire, — HO young nen end 161. per 
annum. INE 


land, having eight young children, and zol, per annum. 


- The, Rev. Evan Williams, / curate of Siljan, 'Cardigan- 
ſhire, having fix young children, and 151. per annum. 


This valuable charity. is annually given to ten. poor Cu. 
rates, who have large families 5 and W the N ho» 
nourcon the worthy donor. 


YA * 
£4,444 4 xt; 


4 55 


was equally divided amongſt them, I think it would not 
amount to 120l. a year to each. There are 5595 Hivings 
under gol. a year. Appendix to the Biſhop of Landaff 3 
Letter to the Archbiſhop of "Canterbury, ung by the 
Author of the Defence to the Rigbt to The 


3 may ſay, in'the words of the worthy biſhop of Landaff, 


5 1 cannot wink that many reaſonable men would be de- 
cc Srous of ſeeing all church preferments reduced to the fame | 
level; but it may, be wiſhed by all, that not on in 
77 Frage, but ir in England, and in every part of Chri en- 


123 


11 dom, ſach a well-apportioned ptovißon might be made 
« « far the clergy, that none of them might have 0 much, 


* wh M : : 
G2 e freſpektive 


| bill, Shropſhire, I ſeven young anne h wo per 


The Rev. John, Stubbs, curate of peter; Comber- 


If the clear annual value of all the Tape | 
in the kingdom were collected into one ſum; and thut ſum 


te as. to render them inattentive to the diſcharge of their 


1 tr \ © 


© 84 ) 
this. Gasse are in lay bands, which do ba 
little tend towards the ſupport of the clergy, ot 


* \reſpeaive fonctions z none of them ſo little, .as to-revder 
* an accumulation. of benefices neceſſary for the ſupport of 
% any one. The time, I thipk, will come, though I may 
not live to ſee it, hen a more equitable diftribotion of 
the revenues of the church of England will be ſentled i in 
«« a quiet and legal way. At preſent, pluralities and von- 
** reſidence are ſuch a diſgrace to our eſtabliſbment, as all 
e ſerious men wiſh to ſee removed; they are, I am dil- 
«« poſed to own, neceſſary evils, ſpringing, from the great 
% number of appropriations and impropriations which have 
„taken place amongſt us, by which ſome thouſands of 
* livings are become of ſo little value as to be utterly in- 
5 «« adequate to the decent maintenance of a clergyman ;— 
. : and we all know how frequently the poverty of the Mi- 
= ; | religion itſelf into contempt—with the rude 


d undiſciplined part of mankind, - The revenue of the 
TM urch of England has been magnified, I apprehend, , by 
3 „ many writers, much above the crath—T at leaſt bave no 
5 <a proper proviſion for all its miniſters. | But without 
6 | +. wiſhing to ſee all. preferments of the ſame value, I ſhall 
. never ceaſe to wiſh that no living jn the kingdom may be 
e ſwall, as to render it-necellary for any man to have 
% two. The revenue of the church of England falls much 
** ſhort of taub millions ſterling per annum.” Dr. Watſon, 
. biſhop 27 Landaf*s Cc berge t to the C dung Jr delivered is Fane, 
1% , oe | 
Of perſons t that be chargeable. with theſe pitfondt tithes, i 
| it is anſwered of ſoch perſons which of cuſtom have, or of - 
right ought to have made their perſonal tithes. Locke the | 
| ſummaries of the ſtstutes enſuing (2 Edw. VI. 133) ther - 


| are of theſe perſonal- tithes, be divers caſes,) opinion ton- | : 
Fan, 


1 — — — — 8 — * 


@ 85 ) 


the advancement of religion, and that cha are 
ſtrictly demanded of them at the ſame time 
merchants, manufacturers, and tradeſmen are 


in many places exempted from paying any 


tithes at all; they object. and ſurely they have 
a right to object to that mode of proviſion, 
without incurring ſo much cenſure as Dr. Knox 
beſtows upon them. And here (1 may ſay with a 
writer in the Ann. of Agric. vol. xiii, p. 44.) I 

Proteſt in ſtronger terms againſt tithes being the 
property of lay-impropriators—for, 1 in this caſe, 
there is nat even the conſolation or ſatisfaction 
of the tithes being appropriated to the ſervice 
of God, and religion; but they are paid to men 


the clergy, what, at the firſt inſtitution of 
them, it was never meant they ſhould have. 


_ © Wherefore, (ſays Dr. Ryves, in the Poor | 


who exact with more ſtrictneſs and ſeverity than 


10 Vicar's Plea, p. 1494). are tithes given, but 5 


fliaue, diverſities of opinion, but herein they agree, vs | = 
He dicima yerfonales majui in difficultate,” quam utilitate 
confitunt, they are, theſe perſonal tithes are more intricate, - 


than profitable only this (to conclude) muſt be noted, that 
is to ſay, all perſons (conſiderations had as afore is ſaid) be 
bounden to offer their perſonal tithes to the church. (Tith- 


jazz Table by Bach, printed 1633.) The people are not 


therefore exempted from paying perſonal. tithes, but they 


| were found to be too d e 


| G3 F 175 15 in 
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6e 5 in \ conſideration and. |recompenle of þ 1 4 


40 thoſe which give them; preaching che 


* and other divine ſervice, is the thing 25 £ 
| et whereof the tithes are paid unto the mini if : 
„ And our lawyers affirm, that Bengftim um : 

e debetur niſi propter offitium, What juſtice, | 

ce therefore, that a man ſhould Part with a | 

* tenth of all that God hath given him in bar 

te gain to have the word of God truly mages W i 


* to him, and yet be deprived of that alſo.” ?“ 

e Tithes are every where conſidered às 13 
5 ing obſtacle to improvements in agriculture; 
6“ and although there are very few inſtances, 
4e indeed, in this county, where any pointed 

4 difference has ariſen berween the  clergymen | 

e and their pariſhioners, © yet as that "only 
* proves the force of cuſtom and local cir- 
e cumſtances, it does not in the leaſt take 
ce away from the eſtabliſhed truth of tithes 
« being a great grievance in the hands of lay- 

* impropriators. On the contrary, daily ex- 

& perience ſhews'us, that commuting of tithes, 
ce, even at a very advanced price, is ſeldom ac- Oh 
9 ceded to by laymen; and the difficulty, and 5 

not to ſay vunreaſonableneſs , of paying for | 

"8, every en, in kind, is attended with 


Seer 
18 | | 
5 5 1 
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&« preat perſonal inconvenience and W 


ce ble public loſs. (6) 

It has been very uſtly reel. . an 1 
gant moral writer, (7) that © agricultyre is diſ- 
e couraged by every conſtitution of landed 

property, which lets in thoſe Who have no 
« concern in the improvement to a participa- 
c tion of the profit. This objection is appli- 


e cable to all ſuch cuſtoms of manors as ſub- 


« ject; the proprietor, upon the death of the 


lord, or tenant, or the alienation of the 
« eſtate, to a fine apportioned to the improved 


« value of the land. But of all inftitutions 


© which are in this way adverſe to cultivation, 
and improvement, none is ſo noxious as that 
af tithes, A claimant here enters into the 
produce, who. contributed no expence what- | 


* ever to the production. When years, per · 


e haps, of care and toil have matured an im- 


& provement—When the huſbandman ſees new 


* crops, ripening to his {kill and induſtry, t 
moment he is ready to put his fickle to the 


« grain, he finds himſelf compelled to divide 
« his harveſt with a ſtranger. Tithes are a. tax, 


ce not only upon. muſs. but upon, eh in- A \ 


(6) Meſſrs, James 2nd Malcolm's Report to the Board of 
Agriculture of the County of Buckingham. 71 


(7) Paley 's Moral and Polit. Philoſophy, vol. ii, p. 406. 
G 4 7 duſtry 


1 


.* cies of exertion which it is the aim of all 
4 viſe laws to cheriſh and promote;' and to up- | 
bold and excite which, compoſes the main 


. 3 ) 
* duſtry which feeds mankind upon date 


* benefit that the community receives from the 


_ © if not its whole weight upon tillage; that is 4 
to ſay, upon that preciſe mode of cultivation, 


whole ſyſtem of trade, and the ſucceſs of 
commerce. And, together with the more 


general inconveniency that attends the ex- 


© action of 7z:ithes, there is this additional evil, 


< that they operate as a bounty upon paſturage. 
The burthen of the tax falls with its chief, 


« which it is the buſineſs of the ſtate to re- 


| ©& lieve and remunerate in morn to 12 0 


& other.” 


Another. writer, of > no leſs eminence in 455 
litical view than the foregoing, (8) ſays, that 
<« 7ithe, and every other land tax of this kind, 


* under the appearance of perfe equality, are 
« very unequal taxes; a certain portion of the 


* produce being in different ſituations, equiva: 


* lent to a very different portion of the rent. 


« In ſome very rich lands the produce i is ſo 


” great, that the one half of it is fully ſuf- 


« ficient to replace to the farmer his capital 


employed in cultivation, together wi the 


() Smith's Wealth of — vol. ii, p. 274+ 


25 3 


\ 


3 


« ordinary profits of farming ſtock in the 
neighbourhood. The other half, or what 
comes to the ſame thing, the value of the 
other half, he could afford to pay as rent to 
the landlord, if there was no tithe. But if 


the tenth of the produce is taken from him 


in the way of tithe, he muſt require an 


abatement of the fifth part of his rent, 


otherwiſe he cannot get back his capital with 
« the ordinary profit. In this caſe, the rent of 


the landlord, inſtead of amounting. to a half 


or five tenths of the whole produce, will 
amount only to four tenths of it. 

© In poorer lands, on the contrary, the pro- 
duce is ſometimes ſo ſmall, and the expence 
of cultivation ſo great, that it requires four 
fifths of the whole produce to replace the 
farmer his capital with the ordinary profit, © 
In this. caſe though there was no titbe, the 
rent of the landlord could amount to no 


more than one fifth or two tenths of the _ 


whole produce. But if the farmer pays one | 
tenth of the produce in the way of ithe, he 
muſt require an equal abatement of the rent 8: 


of the landlord which will thus be reduced | 
to one tenth only of the whole produce. 
Upon the rent of rich lands the tithe may 


* ſometimes be a tax of no more than one fifth 
op parts 
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part, or four ſhillings i in the pound, een 
upon that of poorer lands, it may ſometimes 
be a tax of one Mes or of ten b 
© the pound. (9 | 

The tithe as it is oguenitly a vi ae 
tax upon the rent, ſo it is always a great diſ- 
couragement, both to the improvements of 
the landlord, and to the cultivation of the 
farmer. The one cannot venture to make 
the moſt important, which are generally the 
moſt expenſive improvements; nor the othe 
to raiſe the maſt valuable, which are gene. 
rally too, the moſt expenſive crops—when 
the church, which lays out no part of the 
expence, is to ſhare ſo wy" ney. in we . 


#32 £424 


« profit.” 7 he 0 
Dr. Hincheliffe, bibop of eie in q 


the debate in the Houſe of Lords, on the I- 


mington incloſure bill, in 1781, obſerved, that, 


40 


if he (the clergyman) took tithe in kind, he 
was obliged to collect it at no ſmall trouble, 
and often wich err A eee and as he” 


#- 
. 


8 Dr. Willis ſays, os! 1fi in corn ache PR A+ more was 


«« amenable to it, than in proportion to the tenth of he. 


rent paid for the land, how ſmall would that be! Whereas | 
*tis well known, that the corn tithe in many places is 
nearly equal to the whole value of ene, n N 


9 5. 43. bs 0; He” 
z 2 | 
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e could only. conſume * very inodaibdajedle 


to market and thus he acted in the capa-' 


« city of a farmer. But by having a compen- 
« ſation in land, many inconveniences were 


„ tinued he, it is often of very little conſe- 
/ «quence that a clergyman is à good man, 


cc part of it himſelf, he neceſſarily ſent the reſt 


« avoided, and one in particular, which ma- 
* terially affected the eccleſiaſtical character, 
and tended to defeat the ſole object of "the - 
. «inſtitution of eccleſiaſtical perſons: for, con- 


© that he poſſeſſes every Chriſtian and moral 5 


« virtue, and labours inceſſantly in the care 


4 count of his being a partaker of their pro- 
„ perty and labours. He preſumed he need 


„They knew eit: it was notorious and familia- 
<« rized. The intereſt of the incumbent was 


3 deemed ineompatible vith the intereſt of his 


* pariſhioners. The merit of the eccleſiaſtic 


e was viewed through a wrong medium, and 
« jn ſhort, the mes was 4 pu hoes anno. 


G: lector.”* Wee 1 


and inſtruction of his flock: If he preached 
e like an angel, he would often, indeed almoſt 
« always, preach in vain, while thoſe to whom | 
« he had addreſſed himſelf, had conceived pre- 

&« judices and reſentments againſt him, on a6. 14" 


« not preſs this point on his learned brethren, 


* Tithes — Pe 9496. The 5 
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« The earl of Weſtmorland ſaid, he EY 
« coincided in ſentiment with the biſhop of 
&« Peterborough. He conſidered tithes in kind, 
6 or compoſitions in money, as a ſource of per- 
« petual ſtrife and ill - will, and as the cauſe of 
ct inveterate and incurable diſagreements. be- 
< tween the paſtor and his pariſhioners. It 
& was hardly to be expected, that the flock 
&« would be much edified by the miniſtrations 
c of a- man, whom they conſidered as their 
« daily oppreſſor; nor, on the contrary, was 
<« it probable, the parſon would take much 
“ pains to convey ſpiritual benefits to . thoſe 
Who were conſtantly deviſing means to haraſs 
* and perplex him. It was beyond human be- 
lief, that men would liſten to à preacher 
85 with reverence and reſpect, when he was the 
« perpetual object of their perſonal enmity, and 
<< the ſuppoſed author of the heavieſt grievances 
de they had to complain of. 
He farther obſerved, that daten in kind, 
« or commuting of them, for nearly their full 
value in money, was a great diſcouragement 
« to agriculture, and every ſpecies of improve- 
© ment. It muſt be very obvious, that land» 
« owners and land-holders were frequently de- 
« terred from improving their farms, by the 


= OT that the improvement would bring 
8 ; * an 


TW 37 


un a)ditional tax upon their Propertyb fer if. 
« a man laid out a ſum of money to improve 


« his eſtate; he would, - beſides having the in- 


« tereſt of the money laid out, to charge on 
« the i improvement, have an additional tax laid 


«*on him by the rector or vicar z which muſt 


« operate as a diſeouragement to the cultiva- 
© tion both of barren lands, and of grounds in 


e ſome degree improved. But when this odious 


« and unpopular tax was fixed, inſtead of being 
« at the will of every new incumbent, and, as 


* cording to the caprice, litigious diſpoſition, 


e or avarice of the ſame incumbent, the land- 


* holder proceeded with zeal and alacrity, 
« under the idea of perfe& ſecurity, knowing 
« he was working and advancing his money for 
« himſelf, and not for another. e 75 

« The man, (added his lordſhip,) who had a 
certain number of - acres which he could call 
« his own, and free from tithes,” would Prize. 
* them more than double the quantity in com- 
* mon, and ſubject to tithes, becauſe the 


* produce of the labour and: money expended 
* on an eſtate, which was tithe· free and aſcer- 
* tained, would be all his own, as well as the 
* foil; and he would have an opportunity of 


bi — to the value of his io property 3 which 
WS | | ug 


55 

f 

| 

f 
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1 would be impoſſible to do, ſo long as the 
« ſoil continued to be: unaſcertained, and te- 
5 mained liable to be taxed by the rector or 
te vicar in a ſum, eg - ne to 
5 the annual value of the land. ? 


The next obſtacle to improvements is 25 | 


* collection of tithes in kind, or by an annual 
_ © yaluation; and they are a butthen upon. agri- 
culture that muſt ever damp the operations 
*. of the huſbandman. Indeed, where the tenth 
« of the actual produce is drawn, it is pecu- 
*. liarly exceptionable., The tithe / holders may 
<* have a right, by the laws of the land, to the 


. tenth part of the natural produce of the 
* earth. This we are not tu conteſt; but is it a 
not an impediment to eultivation, that they : 


„ ſhall-alſo receive tlie tenth part of the far- 
« mer's labours; and the tenth of the additional 


« crop produced by the improvements he has 


t made, whereby two ſtalks of corn have 
grown, where only one grew before 7). Surely, 
© unleſs the drawer” is at the tenth of the ex · 
« pence. occaſioned by theſe improvements; 
"5 otherwiſe he not only draws; ategtb! of the 


0 natural produce of the earth, but alſo a tentk 


of the ſuperior cultivation, and additional 
2 manure, Wa edepas che land ʒ d 
7 20 Ol Tithes decade. p 9639." 5 


| « chan 


40 
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( 95 ) 
« than that, a tenth of the farmer's induſtry, 
« merit, and abilities. 
We have already ſtated, addin the 
t tithes are paid according to an annual valua- 
c tion. Although at firſt fight this may ap» 
« pear as ſo much rent, and is in fact , conſi> 
« dered by a number of people in that light, - 
* yet it operates much more ſeverely upon the 
& farmer, than the ſame ſum agreed upon by 
tc him in the leaſe to be paid. We n 
* now endeavour to ſubſtantiate. 
*The rent paid to the landlord i is Re a 
« definite ſum, which neither falls, nor in. 


« creaſes, whatever crops are raiſed by the 
© farmer. If by good cultivation, or ſtrength 


* of manure, he raiſes ever ſo luxuriant a crop, 


« he only pays the ſame rent to the landlord, 
nas if the ground had produced a more infe- 


<« rior one: therefore the farmer, ſo far as he is 


« concerned with the landlord, receives the 


« fruits of his ſuperior management. But with | 
© regard to the tithe-holder, the caſe is very 
different. He comes before harveſt, inſpects 


the fields, and finding them carrying rich 


© crops, increaſes the rate of tithe accordingly. 


uſed to do, he is now obliged to pay 108, or 
« 128, merely becauſe he has managed his land 
| e « in 


Inſtead of paying 55. per acre, as perhaps he be 
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« in a manner ſuperior to his neighbours. The 
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caſe is exactly in point, if we ſuppoſe the 
landlord's rent was to be fixed by the good- 
neſs of the crops ; the fatal conſequences of 
which need no illuſtration. But whateyer 


detriment this might occaſion to improve- 


ments, it would not be a bit heavier than 


the other. The landlord has as good a 
right to a ſhare of the extraordinary culti- 


vation, manure, induſtry, merit, and abili- 


ties of the farmer, beſtawed upon the fields 
he cultivates, as the W can. poſſi- 


bly claim.” (1) 


«© The farmer who goes on in 1 — 
tract of his anceſtors, pays but a very ſmall 
proportion, compared to the man who aims 


at improvement; to obtain which, he is ne- 


ceſſarily at greater expence, and if his pro- 
duce is proportionate to his expence, in the 
ſame ratio does the burthen of tithes increaſe 
alſo: this is a moſt vexatious grievance, and. 
in no other inſtance whatever' is there a pa- 

rallel circumſtance. Is the ingenuity of the 
mechanic (be it in what line it may) ſujek 
to ſuch oppreſſion, at leaſt in ſuch a degree, 


Wo! Report to Board of Agriculture, Weſt Ridiog of York- 


-  fhire, by Meſlrs, wa ni rig and vpn 1794 P. 


| Wa 47» 


3 Wa: 


1 


19 NY 
as to deprive him of, a. conſiderable. part of 


though that might be ſaid to come within 


(if the enforcing of theſe is thought to be an 


the profits ariſing from his ingenvity, al- 


the meaning of perſonal tithes ? Why then, 


obſtacle to the improvement of every art,) 
are prædial tithes allowed to ſtand i in excen- 
* tion? 


40 Beſides, ſo e is 38 conflirugs 85 


great and ſmall tithes, that the farmer.is fre- 
" quently at a loſs to know to whom the tithe 
« js due, whether it be to the rector or whethgr 
« it be to the vicar; and hence freſh, difficulties 


« and freſh perplexities preſent themſelves to 
« them, Formerly the balks, meres, ſtubble, | 
* and aftermath, were conſidered by the com- 


© mon law and cuſtom of the realm as not 


e titheable, but modern determinations, have 


e ſettled the contrary. 28 
lt may be laid down as a poſition, that mhat- 


« ever profit ariſes to the cultivator of the ſail 
« by the force of ſuperiour ingenuity and in- 
duſtry, ſhould be held ſacred bath by the 
church and government. Fot if it js qther- 
wiſe, it diſcourages the i improvement. of the 
ſoil; and thereby the church prevents tbe 


* future increaſe of her tithes, and the e 


ment the future increaſe of 1 its taxes. | 
H « « The 


: $f * 


dd. — . 


44 ile, are, to all intents and pUrpoſes, | as 
. great an obſtacle to the improvement of agri· 


L. France. „ 92 


i by 
15 The tithes, therefore, as 124480 10 woe | 


$ culture, as the Haille ba uſed, to be in 


 * Land-owners bebopyin ng. thelr own. Kinds 
'* are generally diſpoſed to try expetiments, 

* and they can beſt afford to do it. If "thoſe 

wF experiments ſucceed,” the community 3 are be- 

e nefitted; and if they fail, the loſs may pol- 

« ſibly be moderate, and will affect only them. 


* ſelves; z but if they ſucceed, and that profir 


is to be taxed one tenth, it is to all intents 


422 and purpoſes a drawback upon induſtry. 


In whatever point of view tithes are con- 


: "ye ndered, whether it be in the hands of the 
'& clergy, which is placing chem in che beſt 


% firaation, and where they were original y de- 


* ſigned to bez or whether they are in the 


% Hands of the lay-impropriator, Who, gene 
0 rally ſpeaking, Has no other intereſt in the 
* pariſh, and therefore leſs mindful of being 
N up bn ood terms with the inhabitants; they 
972 are in either caſe ſtrong obſtacles to every. 
 itſptovetmene upon agriculture.” ON 


HOI Rau ett of Ag ele, Count 10 
| gay by Mei POET Malcolm; p. 60. a 
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and of ſuch profound abilities, it would ſurely 
be vanity and preſumption in the writer of this 


o ſuppoſe. he could throw any farther addi- 


tional light on the ſubject. - All the merit then 
that may be claimed on his part, is that of 
having brought under one view, what has been 
ſcattered in different publications, that the 
reader may the more eaſily judge and determine 
on the merits of the whole. 

It ovght, however, to be remarked, that ob. 
jections may, perhaps, be made by ſome per- 
ſons reſpecting the good effects which would 
ariſe to the public, from having large Capitals— 


ſuch for inſtance, as forty ar fifty thouſand 
pounds employed in huſbandry, as in that caſe , 


it might be thought neceſſary to have the farms 
extended larger than they ought to be. It cer- 
tainly would be taking up too much time, 


_ beſides being foreign to the preſent purpoſe, to | | 


enter much upon the fubject; ſuffice it to ſay, 
that it appeats to the writer of this, that (gene- 
rally ſpeaking) no arable farm, for the good of 


the community, ought to be larger than 500 


Z acres z Nay, if they were mueh larger, it might 


After the maſs of argument that has: now 
been advanced againſt the  injurjuus Net. of 
tithes —by men too—in ſuch exalted ſtations, 
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(44) = 
become a monopoly, (3) and that moſt valuable 
claſs of ſociety, the Engliſ 2 i b 
become extinct. 

It may, perhaps, be obſerved too, by the 
advocates of the preſent ſyſtem, that the hard- 
ſhip of tithes is not ſo great, as is ſuppoſed, 
with reſpe& to improvements, as by ſtatutes 
2d and 3d of Edward VI. the improvements on 
the cultivation of barrren lands are «ts ro paige 
for the firſt ſeven years.* “ A 

“It is very generally Ale that che 
„ plain and obvious intention of the act was, 
sto promote the improvement of ſuch walte . 
& lands as were of their own nature 'barren, 
te and not capable of producing crops, without 
te ſome eee nn of Re: 


( 3) « The proper kize of a farm is a queſtion apon which 
** theoriſts have often qiſputed, In our enquiries we wiſh | 
«© to be regulated by practical principles; and although we 
are fully convinced, that a farm of extent operates as a 
1 ſpur to activity and diligence, yet we are not advocates 
n for any ſyſtem that would monopotize the lands of any 
«« country, by throwing them into the hands of a ſew.— 
See the Report to the Board of Agriculture of the Weſt Riding 
of Yorkſhire, by Me, ers. Rennie, Brown, and Shirreff,' p. 47, 

„»The queſtions that have aroſe on this ſtatute, and the 
adjudications given thereon, this ſtatute has been ſo con · 
ſtrued as to give very little, if any, exemption or relief be- 
yond lands covered with water, and quite ünproductive. 


er to Sir John Sinclair, by, John Robinſon, eſq. p- 36. 
6&6 uber 


( 101 ) 

Under this conſtruction of the act, its bene» 
« fits would extend to all our waſte lands, 
« which are every where poor and barren in 
« their natural ſtate, But, by the opinion of 
«* ſome modern lawyers, recently taken upon 
« ſome caſes of this ſort, the act aforeſaid is 
explained in ſuch a way as to afford no ex- 
« emption to our waſtes; and this is a' moſt 
« effeCtual bar to improvement; inſomuch, as 
t jt gives the rectors too great advantage. 
« For inſtance, an acre of barren waſte, is 
« worth half-a-crown, or three ſhillings per 
« year, to let on leaſe: ſay three ſhillings, 
The tenant, at an expence of about gl. per 
« acre, puts this land into a proper ſtate * a 
* courſe of huſbandry, Then 


Firſt crop of wheat, worth 4 3 0 7 
Turnips, (ſuppoſe the rector takes 2 

nothing from this crop) 
Barley — 6: e 0 0 
Clover „ ] 1 gn34e] 
Bar ley — e 4 6 0 

b ' — 2 

Groſs produce in 5 years 15 12 0 


The rector takes the tenth | = £1 11 2 
The proprietor receives in this time 158. leſy 
* than half the amount of the rektor's n | 


jn the ſame ſpace of time. 
1 To balance ſo unequal a diviſion of in- 


Hs come 


£ 104 } 
e come between the owner of the ſoil, and the 
# rector or impropriator; and to allow the 


4. farmer ſome indulgence, as a reward for his | 


170 extraordinary labour and EXPENCE, ſeems to 
be 4 matter of much concern to every one 
* intereſted i in the Tacceſs of iets por 
Nd.” PP 

In cultivating waſte lands, it would be 
e equitable to allow the rector as much during 
the firſt ſeven years, as The "alles uſually 

« produced.” (a) | 

Upon the review of the obs muſt evi. 
* denily appear to every one, that the preſent 
* ſyſtem of tithes is not only oppreſſive to agricul- 


* ture, but likewiſe injurious to the community; 


© as tithes tend not only to leſſen improvements in 
te apviculture, but they alſo operate as: a bounty 


<6 upon paſturage. ( 5) ) And en in {heir fees 


(4) Report to Board of e of the. County of Paw 
broke, by Charles Haſſel, p. 33 

(5) * Prevalence of paſture. (ſays Townſhend) tends to 
% depepulate a country, Grazing and tillage ſhould ever 
«© be united. The ſame quantity of land, which, in wild 

4 paſtyre would require the labour of one family, if tilled, 


« would give employment to twenty, or even twice that 
«« number. In Spain, ever ſince the year 1350, at which 


<< period the plague had carried off two'thirds of its inhabi- 


2. tants, che laws of the Meſta have ſet at variance the 


ce ploughman and the ſhepherd, Preventing each from de - 
« riving the leaſt . from the , inſomuch, 


? 


1% that 


(1030 


0 « the tend Io injure all ranks of faciety—for the 
© more improvements are carried on, the greater 
« number of poor will be employed, and conſequently 
i a greater quantity of corn grown.” (6): 34 6 


10 that five millions of mem Je Ra the ſandtion of a pecus 
+ liar code, not only fail to enrich the lands on which they 
« feed, but effectually prevent its cultivation. Independent 
:« of the Merino flock, many of the great landlords have 
* ſuffered villages to go to ruin, and have let their eſtates. 
*« to graziers.” Journey through Spain, vol. ii, p. 225. 

(6) „It will appear ſurpriſing. to many, that rents are 
* higher for graſs fields than for thoſe under the plough. 
«« This is, however, actually the caſe.in Yorkſhirez and we 
| *« account for it in the followihg manner: When it graſs; 
«« few or no tithes are paid, at leaſt the burthen is compu-. 
* ratively light. The want of leaſes, and the reſtriQions, 
u do not operate half ſo ſeverely upon the grazier as the | 
«« corn farmer. Report to Board of Agriculture of the Weſt 
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CHAPTER lv. 


1 | 
1 ' REFLECTIONS ON A COMMUTATION vo 
' TITHES, "WITH THE EXAMINATION or THOSE 
' PLANS, WHICH HAVE BEEN OFFERED 'TO THE: 
ws BY DR, BURN, AND OTHERS, Ne 


Tm ſubjeck of Tithes hate Fa RF 
thoughts of men at different periods of 


| time, perhaps never more than at the preſent 


moment. The opinions too concerning them 


have conſequently been various; for ſome men 
have ſuppoſed, that they were not only of a di- 


vine original, but that they exiſted of divine 


right; (1) while others have been of a different 


fentiment, and imagined there was no divine 


right exiſting, but that they were N of a di- 


vine original. (2) 


(5 Sir Henry Spelman, and many others. 

(2) Biſhop Butler, Blackſtone, Burn, Prideaux, e. 
the latter of whom ſays, ** It is more to the advantage of 
«« the clergy to have their maintenance ſettled upon this 
« foundation on which I have * it, dan on that wy i 
60 t 


i „ 

The above difference of opinion among the 
learned, may ſurely be eaſily accounted for, 
when it is conſidered that the operations of the 
human mind are ſeen to vary, according as the -—© 
world grows better informed f and the mind'ex-  - 
pands and becomes more — as time 
and years increaſe. 

Nay, if we reflect on che learning that a 
taught in the early ages, we ſhall find that it 
tended to impoſe on the credulous. In many 
reſpects, indeed, to- obſcure the underſtanding 
rather than to enlighten mankind; but as 
knowledge began to increaſe, the clouds f 
the underſtanding began alſo to diſperſe; it is 
therefore no wonder, that the old exploded 
doctrine of divine right (3) to tithes ſhould have 


*< rjght to a tenth part which ſome would challenge, and 5 I 
«© that, not only becauſe on this bottom, it can always | BY 35 | 
« unanſwerably defended, whereaz on the other it cannot.” RE | 
Prideaux, p. 208. See lord . . p · 66, of | | 
this work. | ; "IN 
(3) It was not at all more e that the clergy ,_ 


ſhould make yſe of arguments to perſuade the laity that | 

tithes were due of -diyine right, than ** that of perſuading if #1 | 
them that the pope was Chriſt's vicar here on earth, and 
7 that by virtue of that office, had power in himſelf to di. 
«« poſe of all things belonging to the church; the Jeſuits 


“ go further and teach that he is Lord and Maſter of ajl i} 
« together,” Poor Yicar's Plea, p. 150. How many arg 
there now of the above Tn! Edits 0 5 | 
| 7 
J ET | 
7 
* | 8 
| eee eee F . BST I He 
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( 106 ) | 
made . for a mote 5 notion 0 


them. 5 
* in ws year aa various ds from 
v:(G@crent parts of England were preſented'to 


* 
N. 1, 
* the 
* 7 


P the Houſe of Commons againſt tithes ; and 
« parliament voted they ſhould be.aboliſhed as 


“ ſoon as another mode of maintaining the 
4 elergy ſhould be agreed upon, yet through 
„the turbulence of the times, and ſame diffi- 
« culty' of. ſettling with the ey 
« the bufineſs was dropped.“ () 

Since that period ſeveral acts 45 pitliatwene 
have paſſed, which in a. great meaſure have 
tended to ſoften the hardſhip of tithes in ſome 


of the new articles of cuban” 12 ar how. 


* A 


GG Tithes Indefenkible, p. 114. 

Ia the Poor Vicat's Pleg, (printed 16291). which 1. am 
polſefſed of, there is 4 written note, a copy of which I ſhall 
here give the reader. «© This is a very learned, excellent, 
e and conſcientions di ſcourſe, but wanting in theſe two 
« points, that it doth not touch the caſe ſufficiently why 


* laymen ſhould poſſeſs tithes, to which they can have no 


fight, notwithſtanding the grants of princes and flates x 


7 hecavſe they can do no miniſterial function for which 


„ tithes are paid j and yet ſecondly the laymen's poſſeſſion 
* of tithes bach been a bridle to further ſacrilege, it being 
«« very likely, that tithes apon the great qotcry againſt 


% them, would likely have been aboliſhed, but that laymen 


7 could be loath to looſe their ſhare of em, by * 2 ef | 
& 25 ſhould change or abrogate them. 155 
TOON the above waswritten, Bir. 
ever, 


SS 
fling ever, be-rhouglit by many to be ſomewhat ex 
> IF rraordinary, that no other alteration in this 
fon country has taken place, while many of the go- 
vernments in Europe Italy Sicily Holland 
France —have either + aboliſhed ar reformed, 
their tithe laws.(5) But when it is conſidered, - 
that tithes have exiſted for a thauſand yearn 

that a great part of the tithes in this kingdom = 

are in lay hands that innovations alſo are very 
diſagreeable to many, even though they ſhould 


Hf evidently be for the hetter z (6) and- laſtly, the 
ent difficulty of adopting à plan adequate: per- 
ve haps it h cer i en eee eee ee 
ne 


. (s) -* Takaas, France, od half Europe, Tithes arp 21 
| «© aboliſhed or reformed to the abſolute profit of the land- | — Ys 
* holder.” Young's Tour through France. 


n „In Holland, Italy, and Sicily, there arg ng ae 
1 . Tithes Indefenfible, p. 116. N 
(6) To ſhow how diſagreeable ingovations generally ary. 

even in the moſt trifling things, ſays Baretti ;=** When the 


** edit was publiſhed in Madrid, that commanded every 
% man to cock up his bat; the whole town war filled with 
** murmurs and diſcontents. Many a ſtranger laughed chen 
and laughs till for their not ſubmitting with pleaſure to 
© a more becoming faſhion; yet we ought to confider how ; 
** natural it is for mankind to hate innovations, even when | 
* they are for the better. Suppoſe that the French, or any { 99 
** other European nation, wearing cocked hats, were ors 5 

«« dered to uncock them, do you think they would ſubmit 335 

* without reluQance {i 5 1 8 * . 


vol. 1 1 p. 257. | 
| | 4 4 


. 


— 
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that ſtrong objections ſhould have been made 


to the reviſal of thoſe laws, 
On the other hand, when it is found that 
tithes are injurious to agriculture, not only to in- 


dividuals, but to the community at large. It 


muſt certainly be to the intereft of the nation to 
have a commutation in lieu of them, provided 


the lay-impropriator could be recompenſed ; 


and the clergy could have a durable—laſting— 


and progreſſive income which is certainly 


due to men, who give up their time and 
attention for the uſe and benefit of mank ind. 
That every elergyman ought to be ſupported 
in a liberal manner, few people, 1 hope, will 
deny; for almoſt every one muſt think, that it 
is a great pity to ſee many of that profefſion 
deſtitute of the common comforts of life, men 
who have been accuſtomed to dwell in all the 
Jaxurious pomp of colleges, perhaps afterwards 


living, or rather exiſting, on a poor. curacy. 


Though it is neceſſary there ſhould be la- 
bourets in the vineyard, yet ſurely every work- 
man is worthy of his hire. 


The commutation of tithes has been long | 


and ardently wiſhed for, by every real friend 
to the proſperity of his country, and till this 


is accompliſhed, agriculture muſt always 


js * Arviggle with great difficulties. We mule 


be 


„„ 
i be the laſt perſons” (ſay the ſurveyors for 


« Yorkſhire) that would wiſh to injure private 
« property of any kind, or trench upon the 


ſurely if the mode of collecting that property 
« is injurious to the public welfare, and detri- 


« ought to be deviſed, by which this tax might 
* be paid without occaſioning ſuch injury: e 
It will indeed appear to every impartial man, 


that * tithes having been formerly appropriated 


* for a particular purpoſe, muſt be admitted 
« as a property equally ſacred with any other, 
«* eſpecially as that appropriation is admitted 
by thoſe laws, which regulate the country, 


here tithes are produced; and although a 
“ conſiderable part of the property ſo appro- 


“ priated has ſince been alienated from its ori- 
„ ginal purpoſe, yet ſuch alienation having 
* been admitted and confirmed, by thoſe laws, 
« which protect all other property, no friend 
* to juſtice, and the ſtability of property can 


5 expect an exoneration from, or an abolition 
'* of tithes without propeing or providing an 


7) Repott to Board of Agricultore, Weſt Riding of York- 
ſhire, by Meſſrs, Rennie, Brown, aod Sbirreff, p. 54. 
«© equi. 


rights of ſo reſpectable a body as the church | 
« of England, whoſe learning, character, and 
« merit, require no freſh eulogiums. But 


mental to its proſperity, ſome other method 
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« political ſyſtem.” (8) hes eee © 


whether they ſhould be aboliſhed entirely, and 


opinion, that it is not difficult; for, ſays he, 
no meaſure of ſuch extenſive concern ap- 
« pears to me ſo ptacticable, nor any ſingle 


« tithes into corn rents This commutation, I 
am convinced, might be ſo adjuſted, as to 
* ſecure to the tithe · holder a' compleat and 
2 perpetual equivalent for his intereſt; and to 
of; beam Funn its ful beten * te. 


(0% ) 
« equivalent. If an equivalent can ba found, 
and a commutation be effected, without in- 
Jury to any one concerned, ſuch regulation 
* would doubtleſs be an pre er 


The queſtion. then concerning riches, - is not, 


the order of the clergy be made extinet; but 
whether a proper equivalent can be found out, 
ſo that the clergy may be e ee ee 
other way different from tithes... ON On 
The moſt material objection certainly agiinit a 
the alteration of the preſent ſyſtem is the difh- · 


culty of finding a proper ſubſtitute for them, 
though a celebrated writer has given it as his ; | 


e alteration ſo beneficial, as the converſion of 


(8) 4 15 to N of baten. Coun of of Safer 
"P Mr. W. Pitt, p. 99. r 

09) Paley's P ilolophy, vol. i ii, p. 4% au BE 
"May 


A 


Many plans for the above purpoſe have been 
offered to the public, none of which have 
emed to meet with the general approbation; 


being adopted. | 
We will 1 kult with: thar pla recom- 
mended by Dr, Burn. : 
« If a method could be eſtabliſhed (days De: 
1 B.) that the miniſter ſhould receive an equi · 
* valent durable, and not Iable to diminus 
tion by the fluctuation of money, the people 
% would generally be deſirous to purchaſe their 
te tithes at the higheſt ſuppoſable eſtimation, 


et us examine them, and endeavour to find out 
whether the objections, that have been raiſed 
2gainſt them, are ae to ee their 


% which if employed in a purchaſe of land, 


' cording to its produce. oy (0) 


for the purchaſe of the tithes would be fo 


great, that it would be a difficult matter to 
procure all of it at one time; for it would 
draw all the circulating capital of the 
kingdom, into one channel. Let us exa- 


lo) Ecclefiafica Lan; yol. ili, p. 500. a 
mine 


The firſt objection that may be offered r re 
ſpecting this plan is, that the money required 


& the value thereof would continue in propor- 1 | 
tion as the tithes would have done, foraſ- 
* much as the annual rent would a/ways be ac. | 


— — 


T m2 }- 
mine the caſe : the circulating capital of Eng- 
land has been computed at eighteen millions, (r) 
{bank notes and notes of private-bankers not 
Included.) Ir has likewiſe been 1magined that 
the amount of the tithes in the kingdom is 
nearly one fourth of the value of the land, the 
rental of which is eſtimated to be about twenty 
millions, by Arthur Young ; (2) but by biſhop 
Watſon, eighteen millions. (3) If then we 
were to allow one fixth of the value of the 
land for the tithes, which ſtatement I think no 
one will object to as being too much, (4) and 
calculate the ſale at thirty years purchaſe, it will 
require almoſt one hundred millions to purchafe 
them, which would be taking up not only all 
| "the capital of the e dot Ane; 780 


(1) © Thos when we fay, that the 4 money df 
4 England has been computed at eighteen millions, we 
mean only to expreſs the amount of the metal pieces, 
_ *+ which ſome writers have computed, or rather have ſup- 
"_T poſed to circulate in "Think country.” Wealth of Gy | 

vol. i, p. 430. . 

(2) Letter on Tithes to Arthur A Ela. and his a 
ſervations, p. i622, Ann, of Agricul. vol, i, p. 493. 

(3) Appendix to his ſermon. 

(4) In moſt of the encloſures which have taken place 
* throughout the kingdom, a certain proportion of the land, 
generally a ib, has been given to the church in lieu of 
% tithes,” Plan for a | General Commutetien, N 8, 

195 1 115 | times 


{ as 3 
times that ſum; It muſt therefore be ſeen that 
the above plan would operate to the injury of 
the community, by taking away all the ready 
money from the other branches of induſtty. (3 
The ſecond objection is this, that in caſe of 
the clergy, allotments of land, (ſuch as were 
generally given ſome years ago, by acts of in- 
cloſure,) were found not to anſwer the deſired 
intentions As the increaſe of neceſſary build- 
ings, the uncertainty of the tenure under a te- 
nant for life, with the conſequent bad manage - 
ment of the land, and the want of proper tenants 
under theſe circumſtances, are inconveniences 
which have been much felt, where the above 
plan was adopted; beſides, as the land is fre- 
quently impoveriſhed and exhauſted, great la · 
bour and expence muſt be incurred by the ſuc- _ 
ceſſor before it can be reſtored, if ever, to its RN f 
original value; and theſe, expences the clergy- 1 
man is often unable to defray, had he the in- 
clination to do it. The bounty of queen Anne, 
which has been operating for near one hundred | 
years, confirms the or obſervations ; for the 
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(5) „The total currency. (fays Atthur Young, in bis 1 
** Travels through France) of both gold and filver in Great y 
Britain may probably not be leſs than forty millions 
e ſterling ;—it then would take above twice as much of the 
*« whole capital of Great Britain to purchaſe the tithe. — 
Edition | i, p. 318. ; 
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„„ 
land which it has purchaſed for the church is 
upon the whole, in a worſe ſtate of cultivation, 
than any other qua 1 e . peak the 
kingdom. (6) - * 8 lg 


| Beſides, a large allotment of land! in the 100 


of an incumbent might be apt to induce à greater 
attention to farming, than is e with the 
dignity of the clerical character. ney 


The third objection to the Were ab * thine ; 


ſuppoſing there could be had land ſufficient for 
the appropriation, yet the land ſo appropriated 
would not be alienable, but would for ever re- 
main in mortmain : 70 though this e n 
would not apply to lay. impropriators. (89 


The next plan which I ſhall notice, is dharet 


each clergyman's commuting for the tithe of his 


pariſh, which though adopted at preſent- in 
ſome POE as a ach REN 0s chan that 


(6) A Plan for General bn p. .. = © PG 


(7) Lands in the hands of corporations and ecclylinficat P 
| perſons, who hold for life only, and are not permitted to 


alienate, are ſaid to be in mortmain. 


(8) * We have heard of many plans for reforming the 
« tithe ſyſtem, and all are attended with conſiderable dif- 


te ficulties. We are decidedly againſt giving land in lien 


« of them, as there is too much land in mortmain already 


« in the kingdom.” Report to Board of Agriculture, Wit 
| Riding of r, orkfbire, by Mere. Rennie, Brown, and Shirry > 


Pe 50. Sau? 
of 


( us ) | 

of taking tithes in kind, (9) is very far from 
being ſuch a plan as ought to be adopted by 
way of à general commutation, it being defi- 
cient in one principal point, I mean that of 
certainty to the farmer. We will ſuppoſe, for 
inſtance, that every thing was ſettled in a fair 
and upright way, to the ſatisfaction both of the 
clergyman and the farmer, by a jury appointed 
on purpoſe to fix the proper ſum, which:ought 
to be paid, yet the duration of it, reſting either 
on the life of the clergyman; or on his being 
promoted to a better living, it would ſo far be 
an uncertainty. as never to: tempt: the farmer to 
make thoſe improvements for the benefit of the 
country or himfelf, which he otherwiſe would 
do, were he to know for certain what he was to 
pay, as upon the deceaſe or change of a new 


(9) « This method of 1 ie rithes to the relgetivs 


« farmers is very much leſs oppreſſive than what was prac- 


1 tiſed formerly, when the cuſtoni was," to let a whole pa- 
** riſh to one perſon, who gathered both ſtraw and grain 
into his own barn, by which the "detuþters of the lands 
ere exceedingly troubled; by ſetting it out; beſdes, 
«the inconvenience aul delay it gave chem in getting in 
«« their harveſt: under theſe conſiderations, the farmer who is 
permitted to take the tithes yearly, at a far price, thinks 
„ himſelf much better off by the ſurveyor driwing a line or 
« equal profit to the vender und- vendee, than by having 
« them gathered.”  Bifbron's Report 10 ihe Poard Y Api- 


12 


cultura, e of Salop, p. 32. INDE 
I 2 _ clergyman, 


/ 


. 
- 3 


to the clergy. 


F > as — 
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2 it would be in the latter's power to 
have a new commutation, ſeeing the farmer had 
made his farm the more valuable; unleſs the 
commutation was fixed, and not to be altered, 
which in fact would be to have another modus, 
that in the end would. be a great diſadvantage 


Da mais Nate 
known at preſent to let out his tithes to the re- 
ſpective farmers, be therefore would moſt likely 


object to the above plan. (o) 


The next plan I ſhall conſider, hot 


aſſeſſment on rents, either by corn or money. 


A corn - rent is a ſum of money, which is paid | 


te a certain nt ane ee e 


(00 Perhaps if the clergy could have the pover of grant 
ing of leaſes for the term of 14 or 21 years, that is, in caſe 
of death or an exchange of lings. bis ſucceſſors ſhould be 
bound to abide by it; no doubt it would tend to improve 
agriculture, But here, again again, thy lay-impropriator would 
moſt likely object to that plan. 

The injuſtice of a payment of a u of money ig 
obvious to the moſt ſuperkicial. obſerver. . For a ſum of 
money, which in the time of Elizabeth was equal to the 
luxuries, would not now purchaſe the neceſſaries of life ; 
and an equal period of time may produce a ſimilar inequa- 
ity, The miſchief of ſuch a plan may be ſeen from thoſe 
lands that pay a modus in lien of tithes, which at the time 
o 
I Editor. 


| E 

and during that term is invariable; at the ex- 
piration of it, it is ſubject to an increaſe or di- 
minution, according as the average price of 
grain has increaſed or diminiſhed during the 
whole of that period—the average of the me- 
dium price of corn at the neighbouring market 
is collected from the corn returns. In order to 
aſcertain in what proportion this rent muſt vary 
with a variance in the price of grain, a certain 
number of buſhels of corn, the produce of an 
allotment of land, (generally one fifth in new 
incloſures,) is fixed upon the living; and if the 
average value of ſuch a number of buſhels 
ſhould be greater during the laſt twenty-one 
years than at the commencement of that term, 
the corn-rent is raiſed in proportion ;—if grain 
ſhould have fallen in its n it is an 
ally diminiſhed, | 

One objection to the foregoing lagi is this, 
that the income which would ariſe from it, 
would not advance in the progreſſive manner 
it ought, ſeeing the price of wheat, on an 
average of years, has not _ pace with other 
things. (1) £95 We 

(i) „During the courſe of the laſt century, a one 
year with another, grain was dearer in both parts of the 
*© united kingdom than during that of the preſent. This is a 
*« matter of fact, which cannot now admit of avy reaſonable 


** doubt; and the Care of it is, if poſſible, ill more de- 
11 _ crifive 


4 * 


(. 138; ) 


It is juſtly obſerved, by. the author of the 
Dee of the Right to Tithes, (2) that . the 
e encreaſe of expences has been very rapid of 
“e late years, and (ſays he) the clergy feel its 
 * effects as well as others; and the ſame num- 
ber of buſhels of wheat as would have af. 
o forded them an ample maintenance formerly, 
will be inſufficient for their ſupport now.“ 
A writer on tithes, (in vol. xviii. of Annals 
of Agriculture,) ſays, / many, eſpecially eccle- 
+ liaſtical perſons, are of opinion, that if any 
* change is made in the mode of paying the 
* clergy, it muſt be by a corn- rent; this opi- 
« nion ſeems to be founded entirely from that 
mode being adopted by Cecil, in letting col- 
« lege eſtatesz but with humble ſubmiſſion, it 
E 3s; preſumed, this idea is formed, from the 
6 great name Cecil bears i in hiſtoric record; and 


(«6 


«6 


we cifive with regard to Scotlond, than with regard to Eng · 
« land. It is id Scotland ſupported by the evidence of the 
20 public fats, annual valuations made upon oath, accord- 
«« ing to the actual ate. of the markets of all the different 
4“ ſorts of grain in every different county of Scotland. If 
«« ſuch direct proof could require any collateral evidence to 
«« confirm it, I would obſerve this has likewiſe been the 
«« caſe in France and probably in moſt other parts of Eu · 
« rope.” Smith's Wealth of Nations, vol. i, p. 118. and 
vol. i, chap. xi, p. 398. Muſeum Rufticum, vol. ü. * 
Nd is biſhop Fleetwood's table. 
(2) Defence of on 12 oth a p- 35. 3 
"- © Not 


( ug ) 
u not in conſideration of the merit t of the mode 
jn practice, or the motive that induced that 
great ſtateſman to adopt the payment of one 
« third of the old rent in wheat or malt. I "af 
« lieve (ſays he) the general way of letting 


4 another on paying a fine. If it is right theſe 
great ſeminaries intended for learning, ſhould 
have ſuch extenſive poſſeſſions, it cannot be 
* wrong, that they ſhould have a fair rent for 


i- them; but that they have not, (notwith- 
t * ſtanding this famous plan of the celebrated 
, « Cecil,) is evident, from ſo great a part of 


te them being granted to leſſees, who relet 
them to occupiers. (3) The age in . 


69 « The rents which have been BI in corn 1 


*« the coin has not been altered. By the 18th of Elizabeth, 


*© ſhould be reſerved in corn, to pe paid either in kind, or 
*« according to the current prices at the neareſt public 
„ market. The money ariſiug from this corn-rent, though 


old money-rents of colleges muſt, according to this ac - 
count, have ſank almoſt to a fourth part of their ancient 


14 | ys value - 


* thoſe eſtates is for a term of twenty-one 
ie years, renewable every ſeven, Or for three 
„lives, on failure of one life to nominate 


1 preſerved their value much better than thoſe, which have 
*« been reſerved in money, even here the denomination of 


it was enacted, that a third of a rent of all college leaſes | 


originally but « third of the whole, is in the preſent 
«« times, according. ta Dr. Blackſtone, commonly near 
double of what ariſes from the other two thirds,” The 


(ib - 


66 Cecil lived was remarkable for frequent and 
t arbitrary fluctuations in the value of the coin; 
the quantity of filver in the ſhilling varied 
from one hundred and twenty-eight grains, 
to twenty. It has continued at its preſent 
* ſtandard and weight, (ninety-three grains in 
* the ſhilling) more than two centuries, and 
** there is not a proſpect of its varying : this 
* arbitrary, this frequent change in the value 
of the coin, from debaſement, as well as di, 
e minution, was the evil Cecil had in view, 
« and wanted to guard againſt, not the flow 
but certain variation, in the value of money, 
according to the plenty or ſcarcity of pee. 
** cious metals.” (4) 95 | 


% value, or are worth little more than a FOR? part of tha 
“ corn which they were formerly worth. Hut face the 
«« reign of Philip and Mary, the denomination of the Eng- 
7. liſh coin has pndergone little or no alteration, and the 
, ſame number of poynds, ſhillings, and pence, have con- 
«© tained very nearly the ſame quantity of pure filver. 
«© This degradation therefore, in the value of the money: 
e rents jn colleges, has ariſen akogether from the degta · 
% dation of the value of filyer,?? Smith's Fn of mw 
tions, vol. i, p. 551. | 
() Cecil had likewiſe another object in view, which” 
7 was by virtue of theſe fines to render the leaſes a kind of 
r perpetuities. In ſome meaſure he ſucceeded; as it is 
27 preſumed many of theſe eaſes have, with renewals, con - 
% tinued from the origin of the plan, to the preſent day. 
« It 1 the opinion of the men ger Core, 8 
1 rary 


d] 
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Another objection that 
to the above plan is, the difficulty of being 


able to get at the value of the eſtates, ſeeing 


that the Jands, which often are the moſt valu- 


able have perhaps been held by the owners for 


a great number of years at the old rents, con- 
ſequently in many places are not now aſſeſſed in 


that proportion they ought to be to the pariſh. 


rates, with other eſtates that are let at rack 
rents. The tithe therefore would fall the hea- 


vieſt on thoſe who are now afleſſed the higheſt, 


and would be the leaſt able to pay it. 
It is a maxim adopted by the magiſtrates in 


Fe racy with Cecil,) that a leaſe for more than 40 years 


% was contrary to common law, In the infancy of tillage, 
Fe jt is probable theſe terms might promiſe ſome utility; 
#* but there is the greateſt reaſon to conclude the fair leaſes, 


% for twenty-one years certain, on an equitable rack - rent, 


«« with proper clauſes, is the beſt term for the landlord, 


„ tenant, and community, The landlord will take care to 


* obtain a rent ſufficient to ſtimulate the tenant to earth 
« Tt is the care of the tenant to avoid giving ſo gr 
f< rent aq to cramp his exertions; and it is for the com 


Fe nity that the earth ſhould be made to yield the greateſt Wy 
te poſſible produce, without exhauſting its productive 


7% powers, In a leaſe of twenty-one years, a good farmer, 
** with a ſafficient capital, will ſoon get a farm into good 


** condition, continue it ſo, and if properly ſecured by \ 


te equitable covenants, leave it in high tilth to a ſucceſſor, 
** ſhould he not be inclined, or cannot agree for a ſecond 


ff term.“ Aznal:s of Agriculture, vol, xviii, p. 520. 


ſome 


hs may be made 


Fe 
f £8 
j a 
1 5 
ö ; 
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ſome parts of the kingdom, that no valuation of 


farms ſhould be attended to in apportioning 


the aſſeſſments for the poor; for, ſay they, if 
the valuation of the premiſes were entered into, 


there would be no end to the diſputes that 
would ariſe in conſequence of it. Whether the 
above opinion be juſt and right, it is not my 


buſineſs to enter upon but ſurely the caſe is 


very different with reſpect to tithes, which are 
now received according to the value of the 
crops, and therefore the value of the eſtate 
ought to be fixed upon by a jury on purpoſe: 


this mode may then be objected to by many. 

With reſpect to the money aſſeſſment plan, 
© I can ſee (ſays the ſame writer) no reaſon 
« why a pound rate in lien of tithes would 
% not anſwer the ſame as a corn- rent; for if 


'< the value of the produce of the land riſes, 


«of courſe rents of land will riſe, and conſe. 
G quently the pound rate therewith,” _ 
It has been propoſed by the above writer,(5) 


on the ſubje of tithe, that the ſmall pariſhes 


ſhould be conſolidated, that an aſſeſſment of 
two ſhillings in the pound on all farms, and 
ſixpence in the pound on all houſes in towns, 


ſhould be n in lieu of as tithes Hey each 


= 


& 90 See Annals of Apricolture, vol, viii. | 


pariſh 


( 123 ) 


© 


pariſh ſhould conſiſt of a ſquare. of about foul DE 
miles, to contain from eight to ten thouſand: 
acres; that the appropriations ſhould be given 
up to the incumbent of the ſeveral pariſhes 


where ſituated, and the deans, chapters, and 


colleges, to be paid by an equal tax on all 


livings that the impropriations ſnhould be 
purchaſed of the lay- parſons, at the rate of 
thirty years purchaſe, and as faſt as the pariſhes 
upon vacations could be conſolidated, the tax 
of 3s. 6d. in the pound (on the amount of the 
revenue of the clergy): ſhould be levied,” in 
order to purchaſe the impropriations. The 
above plan ſeems to me to be too complicated, 
and that the income of the clergy would not be 


ſufficient for their maintenance, and that the | 


length of time before the whole plan could be 
brought about. would be too great. However, 


there is no doubt but that much good would be 
derived to the community, were the {mall livings 
to be conſolidated, and reſidence enjoined to 
the clergy ; for non· reſidence and pluralities are 


a diſgrace to our eſtabliſhment. In the time of 
Henry VIII. parliament ſeemed to entertain an 
idea of the abſurdity of this minute diviſion of 
pariſhes, and of the inſufficieney for the main- 


tenance of a clergyman, by paſſing an act, im- 


powering the parties can. rogerher with 
the 
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the ordinary, to annex ſmall pariſhes, 40 con- 
ſolidate the livings. A like act was paſſed in 
the reign of Charles II. for uniting ſmall pa- 
riſhes in towns; but theſe acts were too con- 
fined and not compullory. | . 
The ſubſtitute of two ſnillings in 5 ics 
on the rent of all farms, would be a moſt de- 
firable one in compariſon with the preſent mode 
of paying tithes in kind—but why thoſe who 
reſide in towns ſhould pay only ſixpence in the 
pound, and the farmer pay two ſhillings—why 
they who cultivate the earth, who provide food - 
for the public, are to be taxed four times as 
much to the ſupport of the church as all other 
claſſes of men, I am at a loſs to determine. (6) 
By thus taxing the rents of land, it would be like 
taxing the raw materials of a manufacture. (7) 
The objection that is here made is not only ap- 


(6) A writer humorouſly afcs, whether there is not 
% above one quarter of the vices in towns that there is in 
«« the country, or that iacoſis the country clergy four times 
e the trouble to take care of the ſouls of their pariſhioners ?*? 
Anne of Agriculture, vol. xviii, p. 623. 1 


(7) * This very diſadvantage the land is now ſubje& to 

„% by the illagal method of collecting the land-tax, which 
«« was directed to be levied on all goods, merchandise, and 
« perſonal eſtates, but by the ſuperior ſenſe and ſpirit of 
«© the commercial and monied intereft, they have reduced 
«© this part of the law to mere waſte paper. bid. p. 634+ 


yu _ 


| ( 125 3 : 
plicable to the above plan, but iin to all 
that have been propoſed. 


5 In treating on this ſobzeck, we e ſhould: cer- 


wy tainly conſider it in a more comprehenſi ve 
« view. We ſhould place ourſelves i in the ſitu- 


« ation of a people who are about to provide 
« for the miniſtry of religion as à duty ne- 


«© ceflary to the general good: it follows then, 
© that what is neceſſary to the general good, 
«© ought to be provided for by a general contri- 
1 zution, and collected with-the ſame principles 
« of juſtice as are employed to ſupply all 
« the neceſſary charges of government 
conſequently the land- owner ought not, 286 in 
the preſent inſtance, to bear en _ whole 
of the burden. 111 ji 


« Tt is not poſſible to | deviſe 8 
(ſays a writer, ſigned * Juſtice,” in Annals of 


Agriculture, vol. xviii p.*623,) either of 
“ poundage, corn-rents, or compdbſition, which 


can be attended with ſo much juſtice and 


« conſtitutional. liberty, as ſalaries paid out of 
e the public treaſury;”” though Burke reprobates 


in ſtrong terms ſuch a ſyſtem. < The people 
of England (ſays he) think that they have 
*conftitutional motives, as well as religious, 


<« againſt any project of turning their indepen- 


>: ow * into eccleſiaſtical penſioners of 
| ſlate, 


+ 


J 


*-7TA 


e their reſpective abilities. 
each individual is bound to pay ought to 


( 006 } 


«ſtate, they tremble for their liberty tein hs 
the influence of a clergy” er, on the 


N wk #3 
8 


6 crown. (8) 
FThe ſubjects of every kate (ay a'cele: 
© brated political writer, (9) ought to'-cod- 


4 © tribute towards the ſupport of the govern- 


© ment, as nearly as: poſſible in proportion to 
The tax which 


* be certain and; not arbitrary, and every tax 
* ought 3 at the time or in the 
% manner in which it is the moſt likely to be 
4 convenient te contributor to pay i it, and 
ua laſtly, every tax 
e to take out and to — out of the pockets 
« of the people as little as Poſlible vor nn 
& above what is neceſſary “ 
It has been ſaid in the caſe of ben that 
not one of the above rules was applicable to it. 


To form ſuch a plan as may anſwer in alt 


thoſe points, perhaps, no method can be adopied 


ſo well as an aſſeſſment on bouſes, provided & 


ſufficient income could be 'raiſed for the main- 
renance of the clergy ; for the rent of houſes, 
though it in ſome reſpects reſembles the rent 


of land, is in one reſpect e e 5 


LS ih: ** 
(8) Letter on "branch * A bo p· 1 50. „„ 
(9) Wealth of Nations, vol. ni, p. 35. 
. | : « "2M fy 


o 


* from! it. The rent of land is paid for the uſe of £ 


4 productive ſubject. The land which pays 


« jt produces it. The rent of houſes is paid for 
e the uſe. of an unproductive ſubject. Neither 
the houſe, nor the ground which it ſtands 
« upon, produce any thing, The perſon w- 

« pays the rent therefore muſt draw it from 
i ſome other ſource of revenue diſtinct from 
« and independent of this ſubject. A tax upon 


the rent of houſes. ſo far as it falls upon the 


© from their revenue, whether derived from 


66 the wages of labour, the profits of ſtock, or 


& the rent of land. So far as it falls upon the 


e inhabitants, it is one of thoſe taxes which 
&« fall, not upon one only, but indifferentißx 
upon all the three different ſources of re- 


* venue, Rent profit and wages; and is 
“in every relpect of the ſame nature as a tax 
* upon any other fort of conſumable — 
8 dities. (0). 


„ Sore 

(0) Reſpeding the eaſe of FeolleRing taxes Land od. 
ce hoſe taxes have a manifeſt and clear ſuperiority ; for the 
4 property is impoſſible to be concealed and the collection 
« js as Cheap as it is eaſy; and this ſmall merit (of moſt 
« trifling import compared with the magnitude of the evils 
„that attend them) has been the motive for recurring to 


„ them 


inhabitants, muſt be drawn from the ſame | 
ee ſource as the rent itſelf, and muſt be paid 
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the hands of the clergy; and their income 
would increaſe according as the rents ame 
and as new houſes were built. 


(1286) 


The advantages of . providieg 4 the 
clergy would be theſe :—that the glebes and 
appropriations might remain the ſame=«thar the 
eſtabliſhment of the clergy would not be en- 
dangered by the 'reform—neither would they 
become dependent on the crown 5 that their in- 
come would be certain and progreſſive, for the 
churchwardens of each pariſh might collect the 
ceſſes, and pay the amountevery quarter into 


The adoption of this plan will remove an 
evil which has been much felt and complained 


of by the families of deceaſed clergymen. By 
the preſent ſyſtem—if an incumbent dies before 


harveſt he is entitled to none of the profits of 
the living, (except the rent of the glebe,) 
though be may have diſcharged 'the duties for 
the greateſt part of the year; the above mode 


will remove this grievance, as in caſe of death 


e them fo much in every country. 55 Toung' s Por through 
France, p. 525. 25 

The queſtion here is not, whether an additional tax ſhould py 
be laid on houſes to defray the expences of government, but 
whether ſuch a tax would not be more preferable than the 
preſent ſyſtem of tithes, _ 10 JO can be 


made. 3 


4 229 ) 


the aſſeſſment mwigbt be paid i in propdrtigh | to 
the time of their reſpective incumbencies: the 
fees that ate paid to the clergy would likewiſe 
remain the ſame: as heretofore; but what is the 
greateſt advantage and benefit of all is, that the 
heats, animoſities, and quarrels, between the 
miaiſter and his pariſhioners would Kara 
Gp and be done away. (2), hs blo: 
Let us examine whether fuch' a plan is poſſi- 
ble to be adopted. The revenue of the clergy 
„ (ſays the Biſhops of Llandaff) falls much 
* * ing two nn W per annum.“ 


12 . 


% 2 : . 
v7 'f 2-5 +: e 


7, 2; 40 ; There' is no Ae . which/o- often difiurhs 
” the harmony chat ſhould ever ſubſiſt between a clerg man 
« and his pariſhioners As cotitention reſpeQing tithes, © | any 
re objeQions are urged, and not without reafon, Again this 
© mode of providing ſot the clexzy, #s deing injurious to 
the progreis; of .agrieul@ral | induſtry, But this ze the 
« leaſt important of ito bad ffects. The heats, animofuties, 


4 the quarrels, the ſpirit of rooted averſion long farviviog | 


** the conteſt which produced i it, and frequently diſplaying _ 
e jtſelf in an obſtinatedeſertion of public worſhip, ſo long | 
« as the obnoxious] Mlniftet continues on Mis Ming; thefe 
«+ are conſequences which" in their tendency are fubverffre 


* of all religion, and ſtrike at the root of the very purpoſe | 
% for which eccleſiaſtical eftabliſhments are inſticated, 
% Until ſome more eligible method of ſupporting the clergy 


« is adopted by the legiſlature it remains the duty of every 
«* clergyman to endeavour to obviate the evils attending 
* that which now ſobſiſts.” e 7 into the 
m—_ FE: 8 vol. ii, p. 60. 
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\ By the act of parliament. for railing men for 
the navy it appears, that the number of aſſeſſed 
houſes amounts to 664.224, (2) or thereabouts; 
now if we were to fix the average rent of houſes 
at 151, per houſe per annum, we ſhall find that 
the ſum total of the rent amounts/to-9,963,350l. 
an aſſeſſment of 48. in the pound upon which 
would produce 1,992,670l. - a ſum certainly 
adequate to the nen maintenance of the 
clergy« 1 | o Gb r 
It: may 3 10 4 Mk many, ue IT. 
have fixed too large à rent per houſe, and that 
the aſſeſſment ought not to be ſo high as 48. in 
the pound—J will not diſpute the point with 
them, as it would be impoſſible at this time to 


determine it—and, as the plan I mean to pro- 
poſe will be ſomewhat.different, there will be no 
neceſſity of entering farther upon it. The fol- 
* Near will oy the ſketch of ed plan. 


(9) The — Fa of men to 1 furniſhed amounts 4697693 : 
that multiplied by 68, the number of houſes fixed upon to 
— number of * will be hd, 2 above. 
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( 4433 
ceſſes according to the foregoing table, td be 
levied in the following manner. On all arable 
farms above the yearly rent of Fol. that now 
pay tithe; the one ceſs to ceaſe at the end of 
twenty years, the other at thirty years, and the 


laſt at the expiration of 40 years ( thoſe farms 
to be deemed arable farms that conſiſt the 


greater part of ploughing lands in the pariſh)— 
by which time it is preſumed the government 


would be indemnified; and that a great ſurplus 


would remain to be paid towards the improve a 
ment of ſmall livings, after having made good 


to the reſpective clergymen the ſums deficient 


in ſuch pariſhes, where the aſſeſſment upon 
| houſes has not been adequate to their former 
incomes, which it is propoſed ſhould be paid to 


them by the receiver, out of the general aſſeſſ⸗ 
ment every year the receivers to be appointed 


by the archbiſhops and biſnops in their reſpec- 
tive dioceſes ; they are to receive the ſurplus: of 
the aſſeſſments after the churchwardens have 
firſt deducted for the clergyman, a ſum equal 


to what he has received on the average of the. 
laſt ſeven years, and to place the remainder. in 


a fund, towards paying off the money advanced 


by government. All new houſes that ſhould be 


built, and the additional ſum arifing from the 


eticreaſe of rents, to be paid to. the libs 
miniſters over and above. 92 51 ee da, Saw. oct. 
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the ſame plan ſhould be continued. 


( 134 ) | 
By the above plan the (clergy need not fear 
but what a ſufficient income would be derived 
from it, as in caſe there would not be a fuf- 
ficiency from the original aſſeſſment, there is no 
doubt but that the additional aſſeſſments would 
produce more than adequate; and if there 
ſhould not be a ſufficiency to make good the 
purchaſe of the tithes in the hands of the lay- 
impropriators, an additional ceſs might be made 
on thoſe farms, that now pay their cithez which 
undoubtedly would be far better hen the pre. 
ſent mode of taking tithes in kind. adit: 
By the above plan there would. be no neceſ. 
ſity to enter into the valuation of the eſtates, 
as the rents may be taken from the poor 
books. (4) And as the farmers will be aſſeſſed 
(for a period of years) four times as much as 
thoſe who are engaged in the other branches of 
induſtry it certainly could not be ſaid that 
tithes were given up to the abſolute profit of 
the land-owner, Many there are, no doubt, 
who will make objections to the above plan; 
but let me aſk what plan can be u, l Ray. 
will ſatisfy every one. 
| Thoſe perſons who have their ods t= | 
free, who pay a modus 1 in lieu of tithes, or way” 


(4) Perbaps it may be thought BE ve ther in hole Keen 
where there is already an aſſeſſment of 25, i the _ 


"now | 


9 135 ) 
now pay no tithes at all, and likewiſe the diſf. 
ſenters, may perhaps object to the plan; but 
ſurely they who hold their farms tithe-free 
would not grudge to pay fo ſmall a ſom as four 
pounds per annum, for the tax upon 200l. rent, 
when the advantages to the community would 
be ſo great. As for thoſe who now pay a 
modus, they will be charged but little more, | 2 
perhaps, than they now pay. With reſpect to i _ 
thoſe who pay no tithes, ſurely they cannot - | - 
object to the above, conſidering the great bene- 
fit to be derived to the public from the altera- bo 
tion; for by changing the tithe ſyſtem it is _ 
preſumed that a greater quantity of corn would 8 
be produced, conſequently a reduction in price, 
by which they, as well as all the other claſſes 
of ſociety, would be benefitted, With regard 
to diſſenters, they may, perhaps, contend that 
they ought not to be required to pay towards 
the. ſupport of preachers, on whoſe miniſtry” 
they do not attend. But this is a neceſſa1 
conſequence of a national religious eſtabliſh- 
ment. To enquire into the propriety of which | 
would be foreign to the preſent purpoſe; but 
if the Church of England as by law eſtabliſhed * ! a» 
is to ſubſiſt, it is neceſſary that a legal main- BE 
tenance ſhould be provided for its miniſters. i 
And to allow every man who might chooſe to Sg _ 
diſſent, 8 = 


— — 
- a 


5 136 ) 


diſſent, to nin hold his quota, would defeat 
this proviſion; and by this, making it the in- 
tereſt of every man to diſſent, would in the end 
overthrow the eſtabliſhment itſelf.  Neverthe- 
leſs the payment of ſo ſmall a ſum as the afleſl- 
ment would produce would burden them but 
little, and in a great meaſure it would he repaid 
to them by the reduction i in Brien, oF the wn 
article of life. 5 

. Having now 33 e Hcy: which 
"Sun the beſt that have been offered to the 
public, and having laid before the reader a 
ſketch of one, which appears to the writer of 
this more calculated to. anſwer the intended 
purpoſe of a commutation z the queſtion that 
naturally ariſes from what has been ſaid is, 
whether this ſeaſon} be a proper time for the 
alteration, ſuppoſing any of the foregoing 
plans, or any other mode, ſhould be VIPER 
adequate. (5). | 
It is not the confiſcation of -c our church 
s property, from this example in France, that 
« I dread; (ſays Burke,) though I think this 
« would be no trifling evil. The greateſt 


(5) ** A corn-rent has already in many encloſures been 
«« given to the church is lieu of tithes ; and in every in- 
„ ſtance which I have heard of, to- che ſatis faction of 9 
” 1 '' Nee for. a General Commulation, . 25 +. 


yo Tk | 2 boar. 


0 17 
c ſource of my ſolieitude is, abe 


« ever conſidered in England as the palien of 
« a ſtate to ſeek a reſource in conſiſcations of 


< tizens-ſhould be brought to regard any of the 
< others as their proper prey. Nations are 


4 boundleſs debt. Publie debts which at firſt 


h 5 < werea ſecurity to governments, by intereſting 
n rd many in the public tranquility are likely in 
e | 


their exceſs to become the means of their 
c ſubverſion, If governments provide for theſe 
« debts by heavy impoſitions, they periſh by 
« becoming odious to the people. If they do 
% not provide for them, they will be undone 
* by the effects the moſt dangerous of all par- 
e ties; I mean an extenſive monied intereſt 
<< injured and not deſtroyed.” (6) | 
Such is the opinion of one of the wiſeſt of 


2 = 5] 


our politicians. Surely then no time can be 


ſo proper to alter the preſent ſyſtem as the 


preſent, when the nation is burdened with addi- 7 ; 


tional taxes at a time too when proviſions bear 
not grow corn ſufficient for its inhabitants. 


when the increaſe of the burden will become too 
(6) Burke's Letter on the French Revolution, p- 229. 


< wading deeper and deeper into an ocean af 


ſo high a price, and when the kingdom does | 


The time will no doubt come ſooner or later, | 


great 
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great to be borne, unleſs ener cure * Cal de 
found out. 26 Daene 11 | 


To remedy the growing abi; to 
prevent it entirely, without any confiſcation, 
without endangering the conſtitution by à re- 
volution, certainly one of the means would be 
to have a fair commutation of tithes, which would 
enable the community to bear their burdens the 
more eaſily, by which the clergy would became 
more reſpected and the people more ſatisfied. 
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* JF the 83 could charge ſo much didn more 5 - 
8 on their produce on account of the tithe, as e 9 
2 | the ſhopkeepers do on the goods that are taxed, | E- 9 
: and ſo make the conſumers pay far_it—then the 3, 
farmers would have no aſon whatever to com- _ 
plain of the tithe, ut it is clear they cannot; "oF 
for when at Cis impoſed upon the profits of 1 
c ſtock employed in agriculture, it is not the 1 
« intereſt of the farmers to withdraw any part N 
of their ſtock from that employment. In 1 
e order to pay the tax, it can never be his in- 5 
«© tereſt to diminiſh the quantity of his pro- | _ 
« duce, nor conſequently to ſupply the market . 
more ſparingly than before, as the tradeſmen | = 
« do, who are careful to bring no more 1 
to market, than what they can ſell at a price | 5 
« ſufficient to reimburſe them for advancing ' ,_- 
the tax. The tax therefore will never enable KO 
him to raiſe the price of his produce ſo as to 4 
ke 3, os himſelf, by throwing the final 

payment of it vpon the 10 * 'G) 


(7) Wealth of Nations, vol. ii i, . 308; ; \Refldions on 8 1 
the taille in France, | | 8 I 
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It may however be aſked, whether the farmer 
does not make as much per cent. on his capital, 
as perſons employed in other branches of in- 
duſtry? Suppoſing that he does, yet the far. 
mer has it not in his power, either to lay out 
ſo large a ſum, or to extend his buſineſs when 
he pleaſes, like the merchant or manufacturer, 


„ 0 


&. 


Again—tithes are ſuch obſRatles* to improve- 
ments, as in a great meaſure to deter the far- 
mer from making thoſe for the benefit of his 
country or himſelf which he otherwiſe would 
do, were there a commutation in lieu of 
them. = 
* In vain,” ſays a Plain Farmer, (8) * ce may 
« Sir John Sinclair plan for the Kingdom at 
« large the increaſe of arable culture by a 
« Board of Agriculture, unleſs the firſt reſult 


<« of its attempts be a clear ſtatement to par- | 


« lament of the neceſſity for a full, adequate, 
& and permanent commutation of tithes. — 

“ Without this leading ſecurity, every attempt 
« js worſe than nugatory, In vain, for diſtin 


« counties are ſocieties of. agriculture, forming, 
* by a perſonal ſubſcription, unleſs the Farmers 


4 arc lecured 0 the e from * im- 


i 


(8) See As of Agricutare, vol. xxi, p. 344+ r 5 
* mediately 


FE 

te mediately plundered, for their ſacceſs, by a 
« tithe, The firſt' expence of ' ſuch ſocieties 

te. ſnould be in forwarding. a general applira- 
« tion to parliament,” ſtating that the king- 
dom does not raiſe corn ſufficient for its inha- 
bitants - that there are an immenſe quantity of 
waſte acres, (9) great part: of which are capable 
of being improved (o that the preſent mode 
of tithe operites a8 a bounty upon paſturage, 


and as à check to imptovementz, conſequently 


is injurious to every claſs. of the community, 
and it is much to be feared, that the oppreſſion, 
if not amicably adjuſted, may, 1 2 11 in 
the ruin of the e itſelf, FOE 


IIS 


5 See 8 1 : > 01 | 

(e The legillrore of theſe — good 
% men—and all well-diſpoſed ſobjeQs, are earneftly called 
upon to unite in promoting the more complete cultivation 
of the ſoit; being the only ſyftem by which the comforts 
« and the happineſs: of the people can be advanced} —Y 
<< the. foture-exiſtegce of this country, as à kingdom, be 
c effectualiy 2 ft foreign foes, and domeſtie in- 
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THOSE NI who approve of the alteration of the 
ache ylem will be much pleaſed with the following Re- 
marks and Advertiſement, TIN IT in the Sun, on 
Friday, June 12, 17905 FRY 21 0 


Ar the een Ws held unde enden 
< Exeter, the 25ch lt. we hear, that the Chairman ad- 
«« dreſſed the auditory with obſervitg,. after an interval of 
e fix months ſuſpenſion, he had great pleafure i in ſeeing ſo 
« very numerous and reſpeQable a Meeting as were then | 
t aſſembled,' to deliberate on ſo arduous and important an 
te object as the. regulation of Tithes ;/ an object (he faid) 
« which the kingdom at large, as well as every individual, 
<< zre intereſted therein ; and as it was his wiſh, and, he 
e areſumed the wiſh of all preſent, and of every friend to 
* his King and Conntry, to do equal juſtice to the Parſon 
« and Farmer, he had- no doubt but it would receive un- | 
« animous ſupport. | It was unneceſſary (he laid) to ex- 
«« pound on the propriety c of their paſt conduft on this bu- 
oe neſs, as that was too well known, to, Due any com- 


. 


72 of this buſineſs you Sie well ates 1 krongly re- 
« commended cool reflection, and great deliberation, be- 
fore a ſubject of ſuch magnitude could with any propriety 
«© be brought before Parliament for their ſanction; that 
« (he ſaid) had been fully complied with. And now (faid 
«© he) I beg to recommend to your ſerious conſideration, 
« (although we have been nearly four years contemplating 
<< on this buſineſs, and though he was aware that it would 
ie then be expected of him to propoſe a Petition to be pre - 
« pared to Parliament) whether, in their opinion, it would 

« not be prudent to wait /ome time longer the reſult of the 


Board of Agriculture, wich whom he had for ſome time 
” cor» . 


3 


1 


% correſponded on the ſubjekr; — eat 
« ing the Letters, he had expreſſed very liberal ſentiments 
. in di to the Board, eſpecially in pointing. out a plan for 
« augmenting the income of che inferior Clergy,” which, at 

e preſent, (he ſaid) is inadequate to their fituation in liſe. 
% To which he had received (and read) a .very:handſome 
te letter of thanks, for pep GENUS to ** 

ann on e Cd of TRL «94 435 962-66 F-, Diet 

. rn. DEVON. © 

Ar a very large Meeting of the Gentlemen and Yeomen 
of the County of Devon, the 25th Day of May, 1795, at 
the Hotel, in the City of Exeter, | 

. THOMAS BRADRIDGE, EI. in the Chair, 

It was reſolved unanimouſly,” - 225 


That this Meeting has the ſtrongeſt n 2 the 
Board of Agriculture (as ſoon as they can complete their very 


general and extenſi ve enquiries) will recommend to Parlia« 
ment ſuch meaſures as to the payment of Tithes, as may be 
e eee wat ane 


tereſtet. 

This Meariay cannot ; avoig e their with, that the 
Gentlemen and Yeomen of other Counties would publicly 
declare their ſentiments on this very intereſting ſubject. 


The preſent time is by many confidered-improper ; but its ; 


preſumed, that our Legiſlators are always equal to the-re- 
dreſs of our grievances, and that no time is improper-for 
perſons of reſpectable characters, decently to meet and to 
complain of hargſhips and burthens that d ee Src 
preſſive, and increaſing to be ſo. Ms back. 
For inſtance, a farmer paying ae cc ings 


for the purchaſe or hire of a Ram, and from 10 to 50 gui- 


neas a piece for breeding Ewes, and fo in proportion far 
Horſes and Bullocks ; or r where he expends vaſt ſums in ex- 
traordinary 
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ssen ebenes and emen «opt 
Tiches in kind of ſuch produce of ſuch Stock, or of ſun 
vaſt ſams laid out in improvement, Laken. ao | 
| K abſolutely amounts to a prehĩhition in both inſtances. 
Ia farmer lays out yearly in/additional-inaneres-200l; 0! of 
any other given ſum, and has an annual return of the prinei- 
pal, wich 5, 6, or 7. pounds per cent. intereſt, he is well re- 
paid, (and ſurely he deſerves ſorvething for his judgment 7 
but if the Tithes are taken of all the produce that returns, 
the Principal and intereſt; ſay 1071. it would amount to 1ol. 
148, in which caſe, the farmer is a loſer of all his intereſt, 
andapart of his principal. Ifthe-farmer by misfortune only | 
returns a part, and is a loſer of all the remainder; the Tithes - 
are ſtill due of what he returns; ag to tillage of Corn, &. 
the payment of Tithes in kind on account of the very great 
expence, in a great meaſure, if not wholly, prevents it. 
It is hoped therefore that an equitable equivalent will be 
rey by a corn rent, (or. ſome.other mode which may be 
found to be juſt) according to the net yalue of an eſtate, in 
the common courſe, of cultivation (i. e.) with the dung and 
ſoil arifing on the ſame, and not in an improved ſtate by 
means of laborious and expenſive cultivation; when that is 
the caſe, every man will enjoy he Trait. of die gen 5 
according to his induſtry. 9.19 aan 2 
That a copy of theſe reſolutichs dead to. 0. 
| Seeramry of the Board of Agriculture. 
That the Thanks be given to the Chairman,/ fo be. 
tinued-and able attention to this bung. 
That another Meeting will be held. at this houſe, on 17 . 
day the agch of November next, at eleven o'clock. preciſeh 
That theſe reſolutions be advertiſed and printed as uſual. 
THOMAS BRADRIDGE, Chairman. 
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A writer on Tiche lays} « jt —— that the bur- 
| « then of tithe would not ultimately fall on the farmer, 
10 | that it is aſtoniſhing how any man of information can | 
. ſuppoſe it it would. The only queſtion is, whether this N 
“ burthen wou, fall on the landlord or the conſumer ?- 

r | erer Smith contends, that a general 7 1 

. * ture muſt fall on the landlord.” (Remark on the title 
"af tit note, p. 16!) * Let us hear whar Dr. Smith fays : | a 
The farmer muſt have his reaſonable profit, as wellas © 
every other dealer, otherwiſe he mult give up his trade; | 
or ' the more he is obliged to pay in the way en 

* he can afford to pay in the way of rent. A tax of this N 
*« kind (the taille) impoſed during the currency of a teafe, wo | 
« may no doubt diſtreſs or ruin the farmer. Upon the re- 5 

„ newal of the leaſe WY are an Hes _ nd. 
e ee e D ; 

Though this obſervation « Dr. Smith m bes in *. 71 
vital true, yet 1 cännot but remark, chat in the mo} Top 
ſyſtem' of letting farms by auction to "the higheſt bidder, | | 
the caſe is entirely altered, for the farmers who have already | 


as 
* 


MN cultivated the foil, are angler the neceflity of eicher quitting | * 

5 theif firms; or reducing their income from hiring then tos 95 

6  dear=conſequetitly have it nor i in their power to abide by Th Os, 8 $2 3 
5 - farmer's —— piping: but the camphiitive for „ 


the Hand is ſuch; that all claſſes of men manufacturers and A 
| tradeſſten—lawyers und phyfleians, ce. (charmed no doubt 
with the pleaſures of agriculcure) beſides others, ' who are . 
we o ac t farm to ö farm—all theſe conſpire to'incre; _ 2 
IODC: DH 1 $3672" 220085 hats tag * 0 "the ; * „ 3 


the demand, and. conſequently to advance the res, by #. 
which means the farmer is reduced to the neceſſity of 
either hiring the farm at too dear a rate, or to go without 
the buſineſs. All the above gentlemen, indeed, can afford 
to give a higher rent for the land, than the farmer who is 
to procure a livelihood by it. For, as they have not their 
living to provide for, and are fatisfied with making only a 
little addition to the intereſt of the money they 22 
(many of them are paid no doubt by the pleaſures derived 
from the ſcience) conſequently they can! afford to giye a 
higher rent than the farmer, who is both to live and to pro-. 
vide for his family. The tithe then in ſuck a caſe. muſt fall 
peculiarly hard upon the farmer if he hires ſuch farms; 
beſides, the uncertainty of the tithe renders it impoffible 4. 
the farmer to calculate exactly what the amount of it vill 
be. It may be much queſtioned, whether the above ſyſtem 
of hiring farms will not in aged tend 9921 960 of the 
community. f N 
It has been ſhewn abate. 5 the farmer rung it notin his 
power to raiſe the price of his produce, in order to repay 
- himſelf for the tax that may be laid on, for the price of the 
commodity is according to the demand, and the ſcarcity of 
the crops. So whenever the high price ſhould pay the 
farmer for the ſhortneſs of the produce, an importation 
takes place. The country then is (and indeed ought to be) 
ſupplied with foreign corn, which can be raiſed at a much 
cheaper 1 rate in many other parts of 2 and partieu- 
larly in America, (where there are no tithes,) than in this | 
country which is burthened with tithes and other taxes, 
The farmer therefore muſt be affected with, the tithe. aa 4 
well as the land-owner, and while the foreign ſupply. gon- - 
tinues, it muſt be obvious that the Bü does not AG 
conſumer. | | 1 
we may likewiſe ſay with Dr. A. Smith, that en. 
it is of * chat the landlord ſhould Eultivate 2 
* 72 e 
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. yerif the landlords x 
greater part of them, be tempted to farm the "hole of 59 ! gee? 
« their own lands, the country (inſtead of ; fober and in- ; 
« duſtrious tenants; Who are bound by their own le o . 


« to cultivate. as well as their capital and fill will allo 79 OY \y 
„ them) would be filled with idle and profligate bailiſfs, e 1 0 


% whoſe abuſive management would ſoon degrade the cul- f 0 „„ 

« tivation, and reduce the annual produce of the land, to 
ff « the diminution not only of the revenue of their maſters, 
£2 I but of the moſt important part of that of che whole 
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„ His Sd r e eee bg 
1 ſkill be generally raiſes a gteater produce. The landlord can afford to \tey | 
40 experiments, and is. generally diſpoſed fo to do, His unſucceſsful er · 
« periments occaſion only a moderate loſs to himſelf. Nis ſucceſsful ones 
40 contribute to the improvement and better cultivation of the whole 
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